
WHAT IS QUEER CARE?
ANDRE REEDER AND STRANGE FRUIT

Did someone teach you? ‘…No.’ Did you take it from a book? 
‘…No.’ Did someone talk to you about it, did you pick it up 
somewhere? ‘…No.’ Are you sure? ‘…Yes.’ How does it feel? 
‘…Ordinary.’ How? ‘…Very natural, normal.’ Where do you feel 
it? ‘…Deep inside, everywhere.’ Are you sure? ‘…Yes.’ Very 
sure? ‘…Yes.’ Whose life is it? ‘…My life.’ Who’s in charge of 
that? ‘…Myself.’ Does it  matter what others think of your 
life? ‘…No.’ Are you sure? ‘…Yes.’ Very sure? ‘…Yes.’  

Then there is no problem with you whatsoever.

This was an intense conversation I had with myself when I 
was 19 years old, after my thoughts of committing suicide 
grew stronger because of the rejections of my homosexual 
orientation and me not accepting myself.  With this self-
talk I have accepted myself.
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INTERVIEW

Members of Strange Fruit. Standing in the back from left to right: Andy Garton, Marlon Reina, Reggie Williams, and Jerry 
Haimé. Sitting in front from left to right: Anne Krul, Gilbert-Jean Francourt, Oebele Kooistra, and Andre Reeder (1997). 
Source: personal archive of Jerry Haimé.

Image caption edit: Still from Aan niets overladen (Cause 
of death: nothing), Andre Reeder, 1996. Image courtesy 
of the artist

BIOGRAPHY

Andre Reeder: I can talk to 
you about my personal experience, 

the experiences of Strange Fruit. Between 
the ages of 13 and 19; those are my most 

vulnerable years with respect to my being 
gay. You know why? If I think back on it, it 
was a hard period for me. As I told you at the 
end of it, when I was about 18 or 19, I was 
contemplating suicide. 

Conal McStravick: You know, I experienced 
suicidal ideation through my late teens 
and into my early 20s, as well. Really until I 
came out to my parents and for some time 
afterwards, due to loneliness. And after that 
time, it echoed through, I would say, into my 
mid to late 20s. It structured my mental health 
through those years. 

AR: And how did you get over that? 

CM: I think I learned to love myself, through 
the love of my friends and my family. And 
I was lucky because I had a loving and 
nurturing upbringing, although there was a 
level of homophobia both general and in my 
family life... 

AR: Did I tell you how I discovered that I was 
gay?

CM: No, I’d love to hear. 

AR: Well, I had these feelings. I think I was nine. 
I had these infatuations with some of my male 
friends. But you know I didn’t think anything 
of it. They had a nickname for me: ‘Professor,’ 
at that age, because I always used to read 
books. My father had a big encyclopaedia. 
I was always reading it and by accident I 
came across the word ‘homosexuality.’ Yes… 
This was an encyclopaedia from the 50s, or 
before that. I read it, and in the definition of 
homosexuality it was described as an ‘illness,’ 
‘a deviation.’ And I thought: ‘But that’s me?’ 
(Yes... Nice...!) And so, at that age, the thought 
ingrained itself in me that I was a sick person. 

CM: It’s so horrific, isn’t it? 

AR: And that’s what I carried with me. And of 
course, I started noticing hostility… Laughing 
about homosexuality, or the idea that you’re 
feminine, not masculine. Also, when my father 
was drunk, he would say: ‘…they should kill 
those people.’

I think I saved myself if I look back, because at 
the time, I had just moved to Holland, where I 
went to study something I didn’t want to study 
at all… Anyway, I was living with this Dutch lady 
who ran a boarding house and I remember I 
had a talk with myself. I really had to talk 

with myself. So, I went really deep inside, 
and I was talking to myself. 

I said: ‘Feel that feeling, 
that you’re feeling…’ I said: ‘How 

does it feel? Does it feel unnatural? How 
does it feel?’ So, talking to myself: ‘It feels 

completely normal.’ I said: ‘So why am I so 
stressed about it if it feels so completely 
normal?’ ‘Whose life is it you’re living? …Other 
people’s life, or is it your own? I had this 
conversation with myself. And that’s how I 
got rid of the idea that I was not good enough 
and that I should kill myself. 

I think I saved myself with my conversation with 
myself, because in difficult times you learn to 
know yourself. You see how you react, and 
I discovered that I had a very strong survival 
instinct. I saved myself from killing myself. 
You know, I was going to kill myself, because 
I had already thought: How am I going to 
do it? But because of this conversation with 
myself, I began to see myself, you know?

But that doesn’t mean that that’s how I 
accepted myself. To the outside world I was 
still very closeted— playing a big game. I came 
out to a few friends, but we never talked 
about it. It was after this event, after 20 years 
of anti-racist activism within the Surinamese 
community that I started paying attention to 
my gay identity. That is when I became active 
in the queer activist group Strange Fruit. 
So, when I became active in Strange Fruit, I 
already had had a whole anti-racist and anti-
colonial activist career. 

Strange Fruit was enormous for all of us. It 
was an enormous school. It was an enormous 
mentor. It was an enormous coach. So, I’m 
talking about stages as if it were a person, 
but we were each other’s mentors, role 
models, coaches, educators. And that’s what 
will never go away between the people who 
are active in that. Never, never, never... Never, 
never, never... Organizing an organization 
like that had a big effect and because of our 
activities it empowered a lot of LGBT people 
of colour. 

So, all of a sudden, Strange Fruit were in all 
kinds of communities and within the white 
community as well, so we had a much broader 
effect. All kinds of groups in different cities 
started to come out and we were pioneers 
in that sense. We were a very horizontal and 
democratic organization. We used to say that 
we were doing what we called ‘co-creation.’ 
We had this thing, called the ‘round table.’ 
There we had regular meetings and all kinds 
of people; everybody came to the meeting 
with all kinds of ideas. Ideas in empowering 
yourself, for example, someone had an idea 
for a poetry workshop, or somebody else 
had an idea for a multi-cultural dinner party, 
or a radio program. All those initiatives were 
on the table, and we would try to make that 
a reality. So, we’d help each other to develop 
those initiatives. So, all kinds of initiatives 

came about, and that’s how we changed 
and developed.

 In a creative sense, you felt very 
free to express yourself and to initiate 

all kinds of activities. It was a fantastic 
learning school, and, of course, that work 
was very empowering. 

CM: It’s really wonderful hearing you describe 
people expanding the horizon of possibilities 
from what ordinarily might have seemed a 
challenging situation. To collectivise and to 
reimagine and challenge what is possible. It 
was obviously an inward looking as well as 
an outward looking community; and yet there 
was this space for you to stretch out, in terms 
of your own and the collective’s development. 

AR: It was our safe haven… In those days, we 
came from a colonial upbringing in Suriname 
and the Antilles. I had to work consciously on 
myself to get rid of inferiority complexes or 
the ways I used to view things. In that sense, 
we empowered each other against racist and 
colonial influences. Strange Fruit’s work was 
very empowering for those experiencing racism.

The film Glad to Be Gay, right? was done 
in close collaboration with Strange Fruit. If 
you watch that film, it has an impact. All the 
people in that film are empowering. It’s a good 
summary of the feeling that Strange Fruit 
was expressing. Because there was so much 
creativity going on in all kinds of directions. 
You know, it was fantastic. Really, really...

CM: It feels necessary and inspiring to revisit 
this time. Do you think younger people in 
the Netherlands are keen to reengage this 
activity? Do you think there’s any continuity 

between stuff going on then and now? 

Andre Reeder is a freelance 
filmmaker and social worker, born in 

1954 in Moengo, Suriname. From 1972 
till 1992 he was a volunteer for the anti-
racist Surinamese community organisation 
LOSON. In the 1990s he joined the Dutch 
queer collective and activist organisation 
Strange Fruit.

Since the 1980s, Andre has made reportage
and documentary films about the Surinamese 
and migrant community in Holland, for national 
public television and Multicultural Television 
Netherlands (MTNL). These include (with 
Strange Fruit) Aan niets overladen/ Cause of 
death: nothing (1996), and Glad to be gay, 
right? (1992).

He is currently working at Venzo as a supporter 
and advisor to residents’ social initiatives in 
Amsterdam-Zuidoost, and with his former 
activist peers, he educates on and writes 
around the histories of Suriname, LOSON 
and Strange Fruit.

Strange Fruit were a Dutch queer collective
 active between 1989 and 2002. Originating 
in Amsterdam, this queer of colour activist 

collective worked to challenge racism 
within LGBTQ+ communities 

AR: At a certain point, when 
the computer and internet gained 

influence that’s where the LGBTQ+ young 
people went. 

CM: Yeah. I mean, we often have to address 
this within our own projects.

AR: They can stay at home and still make 
connections. Before that, for connections, 
they had to come to our monthly disco, or to 
our parties, or to our activities. That’s one of 
the reasons that Strange Fruit died out. But 
nowadays, and it really has to do with some 
key individuals and events, there is a Black 
LGBTQ+ movement in the Netherlands 

which is very strong.

Andre Reeder, 2019 Images courtesy of the artist and Bijlmer Parktheater.

and immigrant communities in 
the Netherlands. This challenged the 

political and cultural status quo, not least 
Holland’s myth of liberal pluralism and social 
inclusion, to forge a new activist community 
and a community of care.

Strange Fruit established a safe-space for
Muslim, Afro-Caribbean and other migrant youth 
from poor or disadvantaged backgrounds, 
building community through discos, cafes, 
poetry workshops, and organising mutually 
and horizontally in acts of ‘co-creation.’ Over 
time they appealed to global majority queers 
of colour and their allies in communities 
throughout the Netherlands and further afield.

More on Strange Fruit can be found here: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strange_

Fruit:_A_Dutch_Queer_Collective
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