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Studio Voltaire presents the first UK solo exhibition of Every Ocean 
Hughes (FKA Emily Roysdon). 

One Big Bag centres on a millennial death doula and the items in her ‘mobile corpse 
kit’. The immersive film installation asks vital practical, political and poetic questions 
contributing to a necessary and growing debate around end–of–life practices. 

With a matter–of–fact demeanour and intense physicality, the death doula’s 
monologue guides viewers into the largely uncharted waters of ‘corpse care’. She 
performs her work with everyday items manipulated to profound use – caring for 
the newly dead as well as loved ones left behind. In the immersive installation these 
sometimes mundane items – cotton swabs, water bowls, ceremonial bells, snacks and 
painkillers – are suspended from the gallery’s vaulted ceiling, each item hung at the 
specific height it is used, allowing the audience to inhabit her work.

Hughes considers her subject from an explicitly queer perspective, exploring new 
references, vocabularies and aesthetics with which to reorient our approach to 
surviving and dying. Speaking to ritual, social and political questions about end–of–
life practices, Hughes scrutinises the wider inequalities of the death industry including 
the economic burden of funerals and the bureaucratic barriers which effect queer 
communities and curtail individual agency in death. Many of these barriers remain 
unchanged since the AIDS crisis with 74% of LGBTQIA+ people in the UK specifically 
not confident that funeral services are sensitive to their needs.



Hughes also explores institutional racism in medical care and funeral practices, 
as well as the crucial role of Black funeral homes in the US during the Civil Rights 
Movement; as some of the first Black–owned businesses, they were socially and 
economically powerful institutions linked directly to activism.

Threaded with humour, grief, unknowing and a desire for justice, Hughes’ work 
encourages us to turn towards that which we strive so hard to avoid. One Big Bag 
is informed by several years’ research by the artist working with death doulas on 
America’s West Coast and elsewhere.

One Big Bag is commissioned alongside Desperate Living, Studio Voltaire’s ongoing 
programme which brings artists, public organisations and informal groups together 
to test out new and experimental forms of collaborative programming, knowledge 
sharing and production, explored through the lens of LGBTQIA+ healthcare.

One Big Bag was first exhibited at the Institute of Contemporary Arts Los Angeles and 
will have its international premiere at Studio Voltaire in January 2022.

One Big Bag is co–commissioned by Studio Voltaire, London and Institute of 
Contemporary Art, Los Angeles.  With additional support provided by Whitney Museum 
of American Art. 

Studio Voltaire’s opening programmes have received support from Cockayne Grants 
for the Arts (The London Community Foundation). 
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Every Ocean Hughes

Every Ocean Hughes (FKA Emily Roysdon) (b. 1977), is an interdisciplinary artist based 
in Stockholm, Sweden. 

The artist’s recent projects take the form of performance, photographic installations, 
printmaking, text, video, and curating. Her many collaborations include music with 
The Knife, Colin Self, and JD Samson & MEN; costume design for choreographers 
Levi Gonzalez, Vanessa Anspaugh, Faye Driscoll, and the band Le Tigre. Hughes has 
been the subject of solo exhibitions at Kunsthalle Lissabon, Lisbon (2017); Secession, 
Vienna (2015); PARTICIPANT INC, New York (2015); Art in General, New York (2011); and 
the Berkeley Art Museum (2010).  The artist has received commissions for new work 
from Tate Modern, London (2012, 2017), the Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam (2013–14); 
Portland Institute of Contemporary Art (2013–14); and the Kitchen, New York (2010).  

A major exhibition of Hughes’ work is forthcoming at Moderna Museet, Stockholm in 
2022 and a new commission with the Whitney Museum of American Art in 2023.
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Studio Voltaire 

Studio Voltaire is one of the UK’s leading not–for–profit arts organisations. Its 
pioneering public programmes of exhibitions, participation projects, live events and 
offsite commissions have gained an international reputation. 

The organisation has an outstanding track record of supporting artists at a pivotal 
stage in their careers, championing emerging and underrepresented practices and 
placing emphasis on risk– taking and experimentation. Many commissions are an 
artist’s first solo exhibition in London or the UK. 

Exhibiting artists have included Aaron Angell, Nairy Baghramian, Phyllida Barlow, 
Monster Chetwynd, Anne Collier, Thea Djordjadze, Nicole Eisenman, Sharon Hayes, 
Nnena Kalu, Sanya Kantarovsky, Ella Kruglyanskaya, Shahryar Nashat, The Neo 
Naturists, Henrik Olesen, Paulina Olowska, Elizabeth Price, Charlotte Prodger, Jo 
Spence, Cathy Wilkes and Rehana Zaman. 

Studio Voltaire commissions a wide range of participatory and offsite projects working 
in collaboration with artists, local organisations, schools and community groups and 
provides a much–needed resource of affordable and accessible onsite artists’ studios, 
supporting the development of diverse individual and collective practices, from recent 
graduates to internationally recognised practitioners. 

Studio Voltaire is a registered charity and part of Arts Council England’s National 
Portfolio.
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