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Studio Voltaire reopens after a major £2.8 million investment

Leading not–for–profit arts organisation Studio Voltaire reopens this week following 
completion of a £2.8 million capital project. 

The capital project is the most ambitious transition in Studio Voltaire’s 27–year history 
and has transformed its site, facilities and public spaces.

Addressing the current London–wide shortage of artists’ workspace, the project has 
significantly increased the amount and quality of support the organisation can offer to 
artists through the creation of 42% more artists’ studios, providing affordable, high–
quality spaces. New onsite facilities at the organisation include an artists’ kitchen, 
workshop, project studio and two residency studios which will host a new international 
programme. 

Over 60 artists are now based at Studio Voltaire, including ActionSpace, a leading 
organisation supporting artists with learning disabilities, which has increased its 
studio provision and workspace.

The project has transformed how visitors experience the organisation’s buildings 
and programmes – more than doubling public spaces. Anthea Hamilton has designed 
a garden, which forms the new entrance to the site, and Joanne Tatham & Tom 
O’Sullivan have created a vibrant installation across the public toilets. Studio Voltaire’s 
gallery, a Victorian former mission hall, has been sensitively restored. 

Other new public spaces include The Studio, dedicated to learning and events, a café 
and the first permanent House of Votaire – Studio Voltaire’s celebrated art and design 

shop.
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The scheme has been designed by London–based architects Matheson Whiteley. 
This is their first public project in the UK. The project including The Garden has been 
delivered in collaboration with constructors Dara Khera/Two Work Limited.

Studio Voltaire reopens to the public on Friday 15 October 2021. 

William Scott
15 October 2021–2 January 2022

Studio Voltaire will reopen its gallery with a major exhibition of Californian artist, 
William Scott – the first significant survey of the artist’s prolific 30–year practice. 
This expansive exhibition of 70 paintings, drawings and sculptures, from the early 
1990s to present, includes a number of previously unexhibited works. The exhibition 
is accompanied by large–scale installations at sites around Clapham and the artist’s 
first–ever monograph.

Anthea Hamilton, The Garden

An ambitious new commission, Anthea Hamilton’s garden forms the new entrance 
to Studio Voltaire’s site to be used by visitors, local residents and the community of 
studio artists. This is Hamilton’s first–ever permanent commission and garden design. 

Photos: FRENCH+TYE

William Scott, 2021, Installation view, Studio Voltaire. Photo: Mark Blower



The planting combines ornamental flowers and shrubs with edible plants. Organic 
surfaces with formal structures and tactile finishes complement the garden’s raised 
beds, pergola, seating areas, fountain and tiled walkway. Artist Nicholas Byrne has 
created his second major metalwork at Studio Voltaire as part of the commission, with 
iron gates for the garden forming a second entrance from the south, which further 

opens up the garden to the immediate neighbourhood. 

Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan, The Institute For The Magical Effect Of 
Actually Giving A Shit (a note to our future self)

The artists’ first–ever permanent commission is positioned across Studio Voltaire’s 
public toilets. Tatham and O’Sullivan’s recurring visual motifs have been recreated 
using the toilet’s fixtures, fittings and a bespoke series of hand–glazed ceramic 
tiles. The vibrant and colourful installation employs humour and the absurdity of the 
unexpected as a strategy for both disruption and generosity. Tatham and O’Sullivan 
have worked with leading heritage ceramics manufacturer Craven Dunnill Jackfield to 
produce the bespoke tile sets and develop a palette of ten glazes.

House of Voltaire

House of Voltaire opens its first permanent shop selling unique artworks and limited 
editions, homewares, clothing, furniture and objects by world–renowned contemporary 

artists and designers.

Anthea Hamilton, The Garden, 2021. A Studio Voltaire commission. Image courtesy of the artist. Photo: Benedict Johnson

Joanne Tatham & Tom O’Sullivan, The Institute For The Magical Effect Of Actually Giving A Shit (a note to our future self), 

2021. A Studio Voltaire commission. Image courtesy of the artists and The Modern Institute, Toby Webster Ltd, Glasgow. 
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Everything is one of a kind or limited edition with most exclusively available at House 
of Voltaire. Drawing inspiration from Keith Haring’s Pop Shop and the Bloomsbury 
Group’s Omega Workshops, House of Voltaire’s distinct interior design included 
specially commissioned oak furniture and hand–painted signage evoking traditional 
ateliers. All sales directly support Studio Voltaire’s artistic and public programmes. 

The Café at Studio Voltaire

A vibrant new eatery in Clapham, The Café at Studio Voltaire is a culinary experience 
that brings together communities in a lively and creative environment. The café is 
run by Italian Supper Club founders Toto Dell’Aringa and Silvio Pezzana, whose food 
is characterised by a simplicity of ingredients and boldness of flavours. It offers a 
seasonal menu that showcases the best of British ingredients with an Italian twist.

The Studio Voltaire Capital Project has received £1.2 million of public funding via 
major grants from the Mayor of London, Arts Council England – including support 
from Cultural Capital Kickstart Fund – and Stride, backed by the London Boroughs of 
Lambeth, Lewisham, Southwark and Wandsworth. Further support has been raised 
from individual donors, sales of works generously donated by artists and grants from 
trusts and foundations. The full list of funders of The Studio Voltaire Capital Project 
can be found on Studio Voltaire’s website.
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Joe Scotland, Director of Studio Voltaire, said:

“The Studio Voltaire Capital Project has been the biggest undertaking in the history of 
our organisation; we are thrilled to have completed it and are so excited to welcome 
audiences to our new buildings. Studio Voltaire is committed to supporting artists and 
this significant and timely transformation enables us to do this at a greatly increased 
scale. This is a hugely exciting time for the organisation and the communities in which 
we work. We are deeply indebted to all our partners, funders and supporters who have 
made this project a reality.” 

Jason Whiteley, Director at Matheson Whiteley, said:

“As a young architecture practice, the opportunity to design a new public building 
in London is a privilege. Studio Voltaire supports a wide range of art activities and 
important practices. We wanted to make these activities more visible by providing 
new and better spaces for artists, visitors and the wider community. The project was 
delivered using innovative digital construction methods, which improved collaborative 
design, increased ambition and reduced waste.”

Sir Nicholas Serota, Chair of Arts Council England, said:

“I am excited that Studio Voltaire is reopening following its major expansion. The 
project has been made possible by a successful fundraising campaign supported by 
capital funding from Arts Council England and grants from the Government’s Culture 
Recovery Fund. The scheme brings much needed affordable and accessible artists’ 
studios to South London, coupled with new learning spaces, new public spaces, and 
new opportunities to welcome visiting artists whose presence will strengthen London’s 
international outlook.”

Jules Pipe, Deputy Mayor for Planning, Regeneration and Skills, said: 

“Our Creative industries are critically important to the fabric of our city and will play 
an essential role in our economic and social recovery from the pandemic. Support 
for these industries must start at grassroots level, with studio spaces, training and 
innovation. That’s why I’m delighted Studio Voltaire put their grant from the Mayor’s 
Strategic Investment Fund towards creating new, affordable artists’ workspaces, as well 
as providing new cultural programmes to support our creative communities.”

Councillor Matthew Bennett, Lambeth’s Deputy Leader (Planning, Investment and New 
Homes), said: 

“Studio Voltaire is one of the UK’s leading not-for-profit arts organisations, and a 
valuable cultural asset for our borough, so I am delighted that this work has been 
completed. The council backed this project via our Stride partnership because the 
new spaces that have been created will allow Studio Voltaire to significantly increase 
the amount of support they can offer to local artists and creative communities. As we 
recover from the Covid–19 pandemic, inclusive projects such as this will help address 
the persistent structural inequalities we continue to face.”
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William Scott  

William Scott (b.1964, San Francisco) has worked with the celebrated Creative Growth  
Art Center in Oakland, California since 1992. Scott has presented solo exhibitions and  
projects at Ortuzar Projects, New York (2020); White Columns, New York (2006, 2009),  
and his work has been exhibited at Hayward Gallery, London (2013), Gavin Brown’s 
enterprise New York (2007), Berkeley Art Museum, California (2011) and Palais de  
Tokyo, Paris (2008). Scott’s work is part of the permanent collections of the Museum  
of Modern Art, New York, and The Studio Museum in Harlem, New York.  

Studio Voltaire’s opening programmes have received support from Cockayne Grants 
for the Arts (The London Community Foundation). 

Anthea Hamilton  

Hamilton (b. 1978, London) is a long–term resident of the local area and a studio– 
holder at Studio Voltaire. Nominated for the Turner Prize in 2016, Hamilton’s large– 
scale solo exhibitions have included The Squash at Tate Britain (2018), Anthea  
Hamilton Reimagines Kettle’s Yard at The Hepworth Wakefield (2016) and Lichen!  
Libido! Chastity! at the SculptureCenter in New York (2015). Hamilton is represented by  
Thomas Dane Gallery (London, Naples) and Kaufmann Repetto (Milan, New York). 

Anthea Hamilton’s commission is supported by 

Joanne Tatham and Tom O’Sullivan  

Joanne Tatham and Tom O’Sullivan (b. 1971/1967, West Yorkshire/Norfolk) 
have  collaborated since 1995. The duo emerged out of an important generation 
of Glasgow– based artists who brought international attention to Scotland’s 
contemporary  art scene, and have staged significant commissions at the Baltic 
Centre for  Contemporary Art (2018); Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art (2017) and 
Tramway,  Glasgow (2014; 2010; 2001). In 2005 they represented Scotland at the 51st 
Venice  Biennale. This commission is a culmination of Studio Voltaire’s long–standing  
relationship with Tatham and O’Sullivan, having collaborated on projects together  
since 2004. Tatham and O’Sullivan are represented by The Modern Institute / Toby  
Webster Ltd (Glasgow).  

Joanne Tatham and Tom O’Sullivan’s commission is supported by 
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MATHESON WHITELEY

MATHESON WHITELEY is a London–based architectural studio established by Donald 
Matheson and Jason Whiteley in 2012, following experience with leading architects 
Herzog & de Meuron (Switzerland) and Tony Fretton Architects (UK). 

Completed projects include contemporary art galleries for Hollybush Gardens and 
Stuart Shave/Modern Art, artist studios for David Noonan, Michael Raedecker and 
Goshka Macuga, a showroom for the fashion house Alexander McQueen and new 
public spaces for the Kunstlerhaus Stuttgart. The practice has recently completed the 
contemporary art gallery No. 9 Cork Street for Frieze. 

The work of the practice has been recognised in the 2015 RIBA Awards, 2016 BD 
Architect of the Year Awards, 2018 AJ Small Projects Award and 2021 Retrofit Awards.

About Studio Voltaire 

Studio Voltaire is one of the UK’s leading not–for–profit arts organisations. Its 
pioneering public programmes of exhibitions, participation projects, live events and 
offsite commissions have gained an international reputation. 

The organisation hasan outstanding track record of supporting artists at a pivotal 
stage in their careers, championing emerging and underrepresented practices and 
placing emphasis on risk– taking and experimentation. Many commissions are an 
artist’s first solo exhibition in London or the UK.

Exhibiting artists have included Aaron Angell, Nairy Baghramian, Phyllida Barlow, 
Monster Chetwynd, Anne Collier, Thea Djordjadze, Nicole Eisenman, Sharon Hayes, 
Nnena Kalu, Sanya Kantarovsky, Ella Kruglyanskaya, Shahryar Nashat, The Neo 
Naturists, Henrik Olesen, Paulina Olowska, Elizabeth Price, Charlotte Prodger, Jo 
Spence, Cathy Wilkes and Rehana Zaman.

Studio Voltaire commissions a wide range of participatory and offsite projects working 
in collaboration with artists, local organisations, schools and community groups and 
provides a much–needed resource of affordable and accessible onsite artists’ studios, 
supporting the development of diverse individual and collective practices, from recent 
graduates to internationally recognised practitioners.

Studio Voltaire is a registered charity and part of Arts Council England’s National 
Portfolio.


