
Patient/Family and Visitors 
Universal Masking

Contact and Travel Screen

Tier 1 Patient: Contact OR Symptom High Risk 
Symptomatic Patient (see pink box on left) OR

Close contact* with confirmed COVID19 OR
Person Under Investigation (PUI)**

Interim guidance for CCHMC Clinical 
Pathway for COVID19 (Updated 6/26/20)

Disposition: HOME 
1. Consider COVID19 Testing if Tier 1 and no clear alternative 

diagnosis. See Testing Guidelines (pink box on left)
2. If Tier 1 patient, recommend quarantine of patient and 

close contacts for 14 days with self monitoring of 
symptoms and  instructions to call Primary Care if any 
symptoms develop in next 14 days

Note: algorithm may change as 
situation evolves and should not 

replace clinical judgement

• Place in private room with door closed
• PPE: Gown, glove, mask with eye protection for all employees entering room
• Airborne isolation/N95  precautions for all high risk Aerosol Generating Procedures 

(AGP)
• High Risk AGP Guidelines on COVID19 site on Centerlink
• Ambulatory/Urgent Cares avoid AGP (albuterol MDI)

• Diagnostic testing and therapeutic interventions as clinically indicated – consider 
deferring COVID19 testing decision until admission criteria established and discussion 
with admitting service.  

Tier 2 Patient: No COVID19 Symptoms and Contact Risk Uncertain 
No COVID19 symptoms (see pink box on left), AND

No close contact* with confirmed COVID19 OR
Person under investigation (PUI)**

Disposition: ADMIT:
1. COVID19  testing RECOMMENDED, unless clear alternative diagnosis identified
2. Admit/transfer to Special Isolation Unit (SIU) or subspecialty/hospital medicine 

unit per COVID Admission algorithm on COVID19 Centerlink site 
3. ICU if critical care required
4. PPE

• COVID19 testing performed:  Strict droplet and contact precaution
• No COVID19 testing: Standard Precautions + isolation as clinically indicated

Definitions: 
*Close contact – being within approximately 6 feet for 10+ minutes or direct exposure to secretions 
(being coughed on)
** Person Under Investigation (PUI) – COVID19 testing has been performed and awaiting results

Admission criteria  met?

CCHMC COVID19 Testing Guidance 

Routine Testing Indications: 

Symptomatic Patients per clinician discretion: 
• Fever
• Cough
• Nasal congestion or rhinorrhea
• Sore throat
• Shortness of breath
• Diarrhea
• Nausea or vomiting
• Fatigue
• Headache
• Myalgia
• Poor feeding or poor appetite

Asymptomatic Patients:
• Pre-Surgical/Pre-Anesthesia procedures (>24 hours)
• CBDI pre-admission for chemotherapy or BMT 
• Solid organ transplants with acute rejection 

requiring biologic therapies (i.e. ATG)
• Select Ambulatory pre-procedure high risk AGPs 

(See Centerlink)
• Neonates with a COVID-19 positive mother (@ 24 

and 48 hours)
• Patients undergoing autopsy in Pathology

STAT Testing Indications:
• Same Day Surgery
• ED disposition admit to Operating Room 
• ED disposition admit for Tier 1 Mental Health
• Pre-surgical/Pre-Anesthesia procedures (<24 hours)

Admission criteria met?

Disposition: ADMIT
1. CONSIDER COVID19 Testing for specific asymptomatic patients (See pink 

box)
2. Admit/transfer to Special Isolation Unit (SIU) or subspecialty/hospital 

medicine unit per COVID Admission algorithm on COVID19 Centerlink
site 

3. ICU if critical care required 
4. PPE:

• COVID19 Testing Asymptomatic, Pre-Procedure: Standard 
Precautions + isolation as clinically indicated

• COVID19 Testing Performed (for any other indication): Strict 
droplet and contact precautions 

• No COVID19 testing: Standard Precautions + isolation as 
clinically indicated

• PPE: Standard precautions + isolation as clinically indicated 
• Diagnostic testing and therapeutic interventions as clinically 

indicated-- consider deferring COVID19 testing decision until 
admission criteria established and discussion with admitting 
service. 
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