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The home garden of designer Tom Stuart-Smith is a clever combination of
three stvles - prairie, wildflower meadow and courtyard garden
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esigner Tam Stuart
Smith is admired for his .
BHS Chelsea Flower ,"} [
%mg;rd.ensaﬂ:l ' i | |
- s private commissions,
“buthis own home gardenyThe Barn in
Hertfc:_rll:B;hi-re, pITEmjusta; much
inspiration. Tom began creating this
garden on the family farm in the 19804, It
was restructured in 2007 to include some
of the features from his Gold-medal 2006
Telegrapsh RHS Chelsea garden, and in
frcre recent Years a ohe-scre praite and
five-acre wildficwer meadow have been ey
adeled, The gardencom frises perennials
anelshrubis that can cope with the dry .
el stay land, which was once ﬂ:lm;,l-‘f
| It functions as Toms vital experiment
-~ grouncd. 1 weuld fiot be the garden !
¢ o designer Lam today without having ;
ereated my gwn garden here! he siys e
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g credted nry own

while grass:
off e Paps of
LI
s miscanthuas and stips ane
e the show going all year,

Tom uses a range of perennials too, such Bs
asters, persicaria, thalictmirn and achillea,” -
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¥ GLASS ACT
The glasshouse was pot in five years ago, and is used o

propadate plamts bought fram nurseries Soch ad Beth

Chatte's and Marchants Hardy Plants {see pg 400

POTS IN A HOT TIN SHED

The tin shed is home bo my wife Suc® pottery, and doubles
up as a ool shed! says Tom. This -.'___alu.-'.r-_'.nc' structure sits In
the ness praiie garden, which was soam in Februany 20017
il the grownd i chean, then it i nol oo eboer intensise o

create and care fara I.a:'|:'|r_~ area of pralrie planting! he explains

PLAMT PROFILES

4 GaerLDEN HALE

LY :.'.'.1':'.'\.jr| spechasd s a hardy
perennial offering fowers from
sumerer into auturmm, and
stands up well to the weather,
-'-ﬁr*;n',hlmj Fhorn, It can be quite

inwasive, 5o keep itin check.

& SHMUORY STUNNER
Ghven full sum, Cotins
oo, a deciduous shrub,
ool fe=rg Py Mewsers in surmimer
aned striking anstumin folizge,
Prume mature plants in eark
sprirvg. Reaches Sm.

A WHITE HEIGHT
Reaching over 1m, Lotk
seanket wlbal is the perfect
specirnen o add haight, Lote
summer Rowiers in Augqust
and Septermber are held on

Shrckgy Slarfis.

& SOLID CHOICE
Rudheckin fidgido is a hardy
perennial with late-surmmer
florenars, Reaches élom and
rarely needs support, Copes
with most soil conditions

ard aipacs.
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JIII' the oround is cledn, then it is not too labour intensive to create

4 CHAMGE IN STYLE

When Tom started out, he was influenced by English style gardens
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like Sssingharst and Hidcote, with rases and clipped bow as feature
planits, As the years have gone by, these have baen replaced with
rrore perennials. Hig Irienddhip with Fiet and Snjs Cudoll’ led o

his garden featuning more naturalistic planting, including the nes
prairie, which suits the site. '8l the plants here are able to cope with

aur very dry Soil without additional watering, he says,

SHARED SPACE

O the years,

. lorm nas

opened his garden for charity,
and this year The Bam, in
Badrmard, Hertfardshire,

will apen with Serge Hil
agarden lor the Mational
Gardens Scheme on 21 Jume,
2-5pm. For more information,

Visil waw. Rgsorgul #
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