TREE OF LIFE STUDY GUIDE
Remember 20 minutes fellowship, 15-20 minutes worship, 30-40 minutes study and then 10-15 minutes prayer for each other.
STUDY: Jesus Wants A Word Part 4 – The Overcoming Life
We have been looking at Jesus’ word to the church in Ephesus for quite a while now, and we have found out that Jesus loves it when we work for His cause, that to serve Jesus and His cause takes time and patience, that our first love is God’s love for us not our love for Him.  Then finally we found out about the Nicolaitans who compromise religion and mix up all the religions and compromise.
Let’s now read Revelation 2.7.  Isn’t it wonderful that God still speaks, that the Spirit of God is still speaking today to the churches and that if we listen to Him we will overcome, and if we overcome we will get to eat from the Tree of Life.
Life has problems, we all have problems – but Jesus Christ has given us the ability and the power to overcome and then when we do overcome, we get a reward for overcoming!
Now what did the Ephesian church have to overcome?  Read Revelation 2.1-7. There are several problems in this passage – but the three main ones seem to be the lying apostles, the loss of the first love and the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.
Now you need to know that these problems are still facing the church today.  There are still ministers who make their living out of lying – lying about miracles they have seen, lying about their dark pasts in their testimonies, lying about encounters with Jesus and angels.  Now – we must not become cynical – the supernatural is real and people do have powerful testimonies, and people do encounter Jesus and angels, but at the same time we must check the value and validity of what we are told, even from a pulpit.  The gullibility of some Christians leads to them never overcoming.  It’s like when the sales teller checks a £50 note – they are not calling you a liar, they are not attacking you, they are just saying this is a very important issue and we need to check.  When someone brings us what they say is truth, we need to go check!
If we do not, then we end up in a Christian system that goes round in circles forever.  There are churches and ministries and Bible Colleges that are in a total mess today because they never double check anything – they never verify.  If I know a minister in a certain part of the world wants to do something, I ask other people in that area and double check.  It’s not hard, and it’s not judgemental, it’s sensible.  When you watch Christian TV, you must double check what is being said.
Two Christians could have the same problem – but one with a certain attitude will win, and one with another attitude will lose.  For example, let’s say you woke up sick – maybe flu symptoms, or maybe something worse.   No matter how big the sickness is you can overcome.  You have to choose your attitude though!
Firstly, do not go choosing to run around and find a conference.  You think a great apostle will help.  You see those who travel around and keep you dependent on them are not true apostles – true apostles equip you to be the best you can be, to walk in victory, to show you who you are in Christ.
Read Ezekiel 34.1-6.  The difference between a true leader and a false leader is a true leader feeds the flock, and a false leader is fed by the flock.  You need someone who feeds you in your life!  You need to be plugged into a local church – everyone listening to John’s letter to the Ephesians was in church or they wouldn’t have heard it, but you do not need to chase around conference after conference, most of you do not need to go to Bible College.  You need to listen to Jesus and get a good shepherd in your life.  Read John 10.11-13.  Jesus also talks about ministers who are only after money!  
You see you need a minister with a degree of maturity.  A baby can only be fed by others, a teenager can feed himself or herself, but an adult can make food for themselves and others, and you need someone who is feeding you and helping you grow, making you mature in Christ!  That is a process, and good ministers help you mature, other ministers keep you at baby level.
How bad can false ministries get?  Read 2 Peter 2.1-3. They can actually deny the redemption of the cross.  Actually, that is happening in some churches, they call themselves grace churches and they deny that the cross is a redemptive purchase of sinners!   Now travelling ministries are more likely than pastors to be false – though there have been false pastors – because it is easier to avoid scrutiny when you are always on the move.  They go to churches, corrupt the people, deceive people, and then go to the next church!
Now we can all have different styles and ideas, but the hallmarks of what is false is:
1. They focus a lot more on our love for God before God’s love for us!  The easiest way to keep someone immature and stop them from overcoming is to keep them focused on a list of rules they must obey and a list of attitudes they must have.  Guilt keeps so many people under.
2. The dimension of the Nicolaitans – that false teachers will mix religions and covenants to keep you under.  Jehovah’s Witnesses mix their covenants up, and they also will insist on unconditional allegiance to the organization which they call “mother”.  You cannot read a Bible without their guide to the Bible.  That is manipulation and control!
3. They are obsessed with titles.  I have seen “arch-apostle”, “super-apostle” and “God’s chosen man for this generation” – these are not Biblical titles.
Again, most ministers are sincere and love Jesus and want to extend the kingdom, but we are seeing a range of hirelings in our generation because the church can often be afraid to confront that, and that leads to the people in the church being unable to overcome!
The first step to keeping you immature is to get between the people and the Bible. They will either encourage you to stop reading it without their help or they will dismiss it or reduce it in some way.   You cannot overcome without the Word!
I find many Christians, especially charismatics, do not know that much about church history or the foundations of the faith.  The whole Protestant Reformation boiled down to whether the church should be based on the authority of the written Word of God (an idea that they called Sola Scriptura) or that the Bible had to be interpreted by a religious leader.  The truth is that only the Bible is the final authority for our doctrines and what we do (see 2 Tim. 3.16-17).  
Now I believe in revelation knowledge, I believe in the gifts of the Spirit, I believe God still speaks, but none of these things can ever be above the Word of God.  If you fail to realize this, you will not overcome in life.  I have heard preachers say outrageous things like: “without the ministers, people cannot know God’s will”.
Sadly, this is common.  Now, again I believe in the spiritual gifts and the flow of the Spirit, but you never flow out so far you do not need a Bible!  We need the Bible, we need to hear the Bible taught, with chapter and verse.  That is the true cutting edge!
The second step is to then try and rule over you – to get the nikos over your laos!  Again, I believe in the authority of a pastor, but that authority is limited to issues that directly affect the local church.  You are not in the flesh just because you have a different point of view than a “man of God”.  Authority is not total over every area of someone’s life!  People will then ask about Psalm 105.15 which says “Do not touch my anointed”.  That’s a good idea – do not attack your pastor, especially physically!  But how that has been translated “do everything the man of God tells you without question and let them do whatever they want, no matter what the Bible says” I do not know!  It was big in the seventies, and sadly, it is raising its face again!
Someone just said that if you resist or question the words of a prophet you are questioning God.  What happened to “test the prophets”?  These people are not reading their Bibles!  Deciding whether a prophetic word is right or wrong is part of your growth process.  Sadly, many Christians are living a life controlled by overs, and controlled by the whims of a man!  We must get back to the Bible.
And then thirdly, we must get back to the Bible.  Again, I believe in miracles, I believe in signs and wonders, I have seen many miracles of various kinds, but miracles are not above Scripture.  They must submit to miracles, and we must be honest when we talk about miracles.  Some ministers lie.  About all sorts of things.  I have been in several meetings where when I get the minister’s newsletter about that meeting the numbers are definitely a lie.  I went to one meeting and the minister claimed the number of people in the room was three times the capacity of the room!  Other ministers have lied about their experiences and their testimonies!
This is something that has to be tested, seen and dealt with!  People who claim to have been terrorists, claim to have been Satanists, claim to have been witches – and a lot of it is sensationalism that we find fascinating, but it simply isn’t true.  One ministry local to us has recently had to shut down – the testimony was just made up.  I have had a bunch of prophetic words that are just bizarre – a lot of times it is about control.  It is not about encouragement, it is not about edification, it is not about comfort!
So, realize this, to overcome you have to be in a place where you are not being supressed by a lying leader!  You can come to God by yourself – we are all priests.  Now you should definitely be part of something bigger than yourself and be in church, but you should not be approaching God through another man!
Now – second key to overcoming – get back to HIS LOVE FOR YOU!  You will never win basing things on YOUR LOVE AND YOUR GOODNESS.  Get over yourself! IT HAS TO BE JESUS!  I HAVE REALLY SPENT A LOT SPEAKING ON THIS A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO – and I won’t rehash that – but you must REALIZE IT IS ALL ABOUT HIS LOVE FOR YOU!
The third key is NEVER COMPROMISE.  If God says it, believe it!  Stand for it, go wild for it.
If you put these three keys into place, you will win.  David is a great example of this – both Eliab and Saul tried to get him off track, but David realized you cannot overcome while still arguing with your family, and you cannot overcome in the wrong armour.  How many people have tried to put their armour on me and tell me how to plant a church when they are not wearing that armour and going out and doing it!  If the armour is not being worn, it is not proven.  Don’t be a guinea pig for the strategy of an armchair critic.
David ignored the false apostles in his life – Eliab was a true warrior, Saul was a true king, but they were not true to him, because they overstepped to interfere in his life!  Often someone can be truly called by God but they overstep in your life.  
Secondly, David does not base his battle with Goliath on his love for God, his goodness or his strength.  No, he bases it on his covenant with God, and God’s love for Him and God’s promise.  He stayed with His first love.
Finally, he will not compromise.  He does not just knock Goliath out but goes and chops his head off!
You put these three things into place, you will always win!  Another example is the lady with the issue of blood.  The whole crowd tried to get in her way.  They didn’t plan to, but she had to push past them all.  You have to push past anyone trying to stand between you and Jesus.  
Secondly, she did not touch her own garments, she reached out and touched the garments of Jesus for her miracle.  Your garments – your righteousness – is like a filthy rag, do not think you can gain life and wisdom from them!  You gain life from touching His righteousness and basing your healing and miracle on His spotless garments.
Finally, she did not compromise.  She touched the hem of Jesus’ garment which is the bottom of the garment.  By the time she pushed through the crowd, she was on her hands and knees, too weak to take another step, but she crawled forward when she had nothing left.  That is powerful!  
You see take these three steps and you will always win.  You are designed to win, designed to overcome!  And if you overcome you get to eat from the Tree of Life.  The tree of life is the tree that gives you life – when you win, when you stop listening to the false, when you stop letting people subjugate you, when you base your life on God’s love for you, not your ability and your love for Him, when you decide you will not compromise, will not quit, will not give up, then you need to know that you will win, you will overcome and you get to live the life of God.  You get victory every day, every second of every day.  
Now the Tree of Life is in the Bible twice – firstly in Eden, secondly in heaven.  When we overcome these three issues, we can have paradise on earth, we can live like the fall never happened.  We can enjoy heaven on earth.  Jesus said to pray for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.  God wants you to live days of heaven here on earth.  
Read Proverbs 15.4.  A tree of life is a wholesome mouth – so make sure you are talking victory, make sure you are talking heaven, not hell.  To live heaven on earth is your birthright.  To have health, prosperity, to be free, to worship without distraction, to serve without exhaustion, to fellowship without fear,  to learn without fatigue, to rest without boredom.
It will be awesome when we finally go to heaven, but you do not have to wait.  You can have heaven here on earth, if you overcome.  
The woman with the issue of blood – her life was hell on earth.  Not just the sickness, but she had no money left, everything she earned was spent on doctors, people would not go near her because they thought she was unclean.  But Jesus told her that her faith made her whole.  Not just healed her but changed everything forever.  She changed from days of hell on earth to days of heaven on earth!  You can have days of heaven here on earth if you overcome!  And that Tree of Life is not on the outskirts of paradise, it is in the midst of paradise.  You are going to be in the in-crowd!  The centre of heaven is where Jesus is, and you are one with Him!
Do you have an obstacle? Maybe you are sick, poor, being attacked?  Then celebrate!  You have something to overcome!  Count it joy. 
Then, get your attitude right! Declare: I don’t need a man of GOD to get me healed, prosperous, to get me to win, I don’t need to go from conference to conference to conference to conference.  
I NEED TO KNUCKLE DOWN AND BE PART OF THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS – I don’t need liars, I need the truth!  I am not standing on my LOVE FOR GOD – I am standing on GOD’S LOVE FOR ME, GOD’S COVENANT FOR ME, GOD’S GOODNESS TO ME!
Meditate in the WORD and LOOK AT THAT LOVE – LOOK AT THAT COVENANT, LOOK AT THE SNAKE ON THE STICK – stare at Jesus!  Don’t take your eyes off His goodness to have a look at yours!
Finally, have that wholesome mouth – say the word, declare the end from the beginning, speak the truth, declare who you are, declare you are loved, declare the glory of God is on you.  Declare you are an overcomer! 


TREE OF LIFE STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS
1. What do we get if we overcome?
2. What three main problems did the Ephesian church have to overcome?
3. What is the difference between a true leader and a false leader (think Ezekiel 34)?
4. “The first step to keeping you immature is to get between the people and the Bible”.  How can a false minister stop you from reading the Bible for yourself?
5. What does “Do not touch my anointed” mean from Psalm 105.15?
6. Ben said the three keys to overcoming is not to let false ministers suppress you, to base everything on God’s love for you not your love for him, and finally never compromise.  How did David put these three things into place to kill Goliath?
7. How did the woman with the issue of blood put these three things into place to receive her healing?
8. How can you put these three keys into place to become an overcomer of any mountain in your life?  Please feel free to be specific, we are family, we love you and want to encourage you!
9. What would heaven on earth look like in your life?  Are there specific things we need to start talking positive over, and about to see your life become heaven on earth?
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]What about this message inspired, challenged, or encouraged you the most? 
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