
TOP TIPS CHILDREN’S BELONGINGS

The average 10 year old owns 238 toys but plays with just 12 daily. Keeping toys under control is a 
constant battle for parents and children. The key is regular tidy ups and reviews.
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If you are inundated with children's artwork and are not sure what 
to keep, ask your children to help. Choose their three favorites to 
add to their memory box every 6 months or so. That way the 
artwork will become more meaningful.

Your child to help you choose the best 3 pieces to put in your 
memory box in the loft. This will make those pictures more 
meaningful.

Involve your children in recycling and donating. It is a great way for 
them to understand the value of items and what belongings mean 
to them and all of us. Give teenagers the project of selling 
unwanted gadgets in the house and keeping a percentage of the 
proceeds. Smaller children can help find original boxes and 
instructions if they wish something to be sold or donated

Have a dedicated box for instructions. When donating or selling, 
having these as part of the item will be hugely helpful.

Review and rotate toys every 4-6 months.

Each child could have a coloured box for items belonging to them 
that need to go to their rooms. This may include laundry, 
homework, mobile phone and toys. When it is full they are to take 
the items upstairs and put them away.

Make tidying up fun and part of your regular routine. Taking time 
to turn the lounge back into an adult living space after a day as a 
playroom is important to the whole family. Introduce a 10 minute 
race against time family adventure to put things away.

Create a launch area. This is a space by the door that is totally 
clear and is where all the bags and items for the next day will be 
clearly placed (library books, PE kit etc). Get everything prepared 
the night before.

Have a large clear plastic box for crafts so you can see what’s in 
there and keep them contained. Then add a colourful box or 
basket for their drawings and artwork. When the basket is full ask


