
Virtual MCR Book Club

MCR Women’s O!cer Rebecca Buxton (2016, International Development) 
and Gabriella Kountourides (2018, Anthropology) have been running a 

virtual book club with other members of the MCR during lockdown with 
great success. Here, Rebecca reveals the pleasure and comfort this initiative 

has brought them and others - and the inspiration to the wider Women’s 
Network to do the same. 

As MCR Women’s O!cers for St John’s, Gabriella Kountourides and I have been running 
a virtual book club with other members of the MCR. The book club runs once a week and 
we usually read a book over the course of five weeks. The book club runs in the evening 
to allow people to separate it from their working life and it is very much a social event. I 
think I can speak for both myself and Gabriella when I say this book club has been the 
best part of my week for this whole period of lockdown. Reading the books has, of 
course, been a joy, but more than that was sharing them with the women of St John’s 
that we would otherwise be spending our time with here in college. 

We have read two books since April. First, Rebecca Solnit’s A Field Guide to Getting Lost, 
which was not quite a hit with the group, although di"erences in opinion always make 
for good conversation. We then read Bernadine Evaristo’s Girl, Woman, Other, which we 
all immensely enjoyed. This book helped us to have important in-depth discussions 
about the Black Lives Matter movement, Rhodes Must Fall, and the disproportionate 
e"ect of COVID-19 on BAME individuals, all of which were happening whilst we were 
reading this book. I’ve certainly learned a great deal from the book club so far and am 
excited to get onto the next book in the coming weeks. 

One attendee commented that “having not finished reading a book for fun in years, I 
was a bit hesitant to join the book club because I was worried I would struggle to put 
aside the time to read. However, after getting back in the groove, I have rediscovered my 
love for reading. Outside of the book club I have now been reading about a book a week, 
which I couldn’t have imagined 6 months ago. The book club meetings themselves are 
always a highlight of my week and lead to great discussions and new friendships.” 

We are incredibly grateful to the College’s Library and Librarian Dr Petra Hofmann for 
facilitating this book club. 

Would you be interested in joining or running a similar 
book club with other members of the SJC community? Let 

us know! Volunteers to lead this are invited to express 
interest by mid-August. Just send an email to 

women@sjc.ox.ac.uk 
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