
The Women’s Network responds to the 
#BlackLivesMatter movement

As the #BlackLivesMatter campaign took root around the world, the 
Women's Network took the opportunity to consider some of the many 

meanings for our College’s history and current life. 

One of the many casualties of the sudden UK lockdown was the suspension of 
St John's celebrations marking 40 Years of Women. The College had chosen 

to focus the events on Equality and Diversity, interrogating the journey left to 
travel, alongside celebrating the progress achieved in bringing women to the 
heart of College life. Knowing that this is an area where St John’s still needs 
to do more, we took this moment to pause and reflect on the College’s own 

colonial history, noting that the College is taking steps to understand its 
links to empire and slavery. We are inspired by the work of Dr Mishka Sinha 

in helping us to confront this painful side of our collective past. 

Ethnic diversity is not representative among the students, Fellows or 
alumnae community at present, but while we work to make St John’s more 

inclusive, we are reflecting on the work of many inspiring alumnae who have 
called the College home. In particular, the College has spotlighted the 

exciting work of Sarah Lewis (2001, Economic and Social History), now 
Assistant Professor at Harvard's Department of History of Art and 

Architecture and the Department of African and African American Studies as 
well as MP Rushanara Ali (1993, PPE). Our undergraduate students, in 

particular, have dedicated substantial time in this complicated period to 
learning about the under-taught areas of black history and the intersections 
with feminism, and we are glad that they expanded the process of learning to 
the full Women's Network, sharing this very timely article on our Facebook 

page. 
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