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Modern History: summer work 2023 

 

*Please note: both articles for the summer homework are included in this PDF, after the 

explanation of the tasks.*  

There are two overview timelines for Weimar Germany and Liberal Italy included here 

for a useful reference/ context for the articles.  

Task 1 

Read the article from 20th Century History Review: Mark Rathbone, The Weimar Republic 

1918-24: Why such troubled times? (April, 2013) 

Mark Rathbone identifies four factors about why the Weimar government faced so many 

problems in its early years:  

1. Germany had lost the First World War 

2. The government was blamed for the defeat 

3. Germany was torn by bitter political divisions 

4. Huge burden of reparations created great economic problems  

Your task: 

1. For each factor make notes on the following questions: 

a. Why did this factor cause problems for the Weimar Republic? 

b. What type of problems did this factor cause e.g. political/social/economic/other 

factor and why? 

c. What evidence is there of this factor causing a problem? 

2. Rank the factors in order of importance (1 = caused the biggest problems and 4 = 

caused the least problems) and explain your why you have placed each factor in that 

order. If you can, make links between the factors to explain why one was more or less 

important than another.  

 



Task 2 

Read the article from R. J. B. Bosworth, ‘A Century of Fascism’ from History Today, Vol. 

72, issue 10, October 2022 and use it to answer the following questions: 

1. As you read the article create a glossary. If there are any words you don’t know the 

meaning of, write them down, look up a definition and add this definition to your 

glossary.  

2. What is a coalition government? (You may need to look this up e.g., on the 

internet).  

3. When did Mussolini become Prime Minister of Italy? 

4. When did Mussolini become dictator of Italy? 

5. What does the word fascio mean, and how had the word fascio been used in Italy 

before Mussolini? 

6. What is a fasces? How had the fasces been used by different governments and 

what did it symbolise?  

7. What were the key features/ behaviours of the ‘fascists of the first hour’? 

8. How did the British writer James Rennell Rodd describe fascism?  

9. How did the Daily Mail and The Times describe Italian fascism? 

10. What are the differences between how Rodd, the Daily Mail, and The Times, 

describe fascism? Why do you think they had different interpretations of what 

fascism was/ meant? 

Some key terms/people explained: 

• King Emmanuel III – King of Italy from 29 July 1900 until his abdication on 9 May 

1946. 

• Risorgimento - (Italian: “Rising Again”) – a 19th-century movement for Italian 

unification that culminated in the establishment of the Kingdom of Italy in 1861. 

• Chamber of Deputies – the Italian lower house of parliament (a bit like the house of 

commons in England). 

 

 



Timeline of Key Events in Liberal Italy (1910-1922): 

 

1910: 

March 13: Giovanni Giolitti becomes Prime Minister of Italy for the fifth time. 

Giolitti initiates a series of social and economic reforms, including labor laws, education reforms, 

and land reforms. 

The Italian socialist movement gains strength, with the Italian Socialist Party (PSI) increasing its 

membership and influence. 

1911: 

The Libyan War begins as Italy declares war on the Ottoman Empire in an effort to expand its 

colonial holdings. 

Italy successfully captures Tripoli and other major cities in Libya, but faces resistance from local 

Arab and Berber tribes. 

1912: 

Italy signs the Treaty of Lausanne, ending the Libyan War and establishing Italy's control over 

Libya. 

The PSI experiences internal divisions, with some members supporting revolutionary action while 

others advocate for parliamentary reforms. 

1913: 

A major labor strike takes place in Turin, known as the "Red Week," where workers demand 

better working conditions and higher wages. 

The strike is met with a harsh government crackdown, resulting in several deaths and arrests. 

1914: 

World War I begins, and Italy initially remains neutral, as the government is divided between 

those who support the Central Powers (Germany and Austria-Hungary) and those who favor the 

Allies (France, Britain, and Russia). 

1915: 

Italy signs the Treaty of London and enters World War I on the side of the Allies, receiving 

promises of territorial gains at Austria-Hungary's expense. 



The Italian army launches offensives against Austria-Hungary but faces significant challenges and 

suffers heavy casualties. 

1918: 

The Italian army achieves a major victory at the Battle of Vittorio Veneto, leading to the collapse 

of Austria-Hungary and the end of the war on the Italian front. 

The devastation caused by the war, combined with food shortages and rising inflation, leads to 

widespread social unrest in Italy. 

1919: 

The PSI experiences a split, with the revolutionary faction breaking away to form the Italian 

Communist Party (PCI). 

The PSI and other socialist groups organize large-scale strikes and protests demanding better 

working conditions and social reforms. 

1920: 

The "Biennio Rosso" (Red Biennium) begins, characterized by widespread labor strikes, factory 

occupations, and land seizures by peasants. 

Italy faces a severe economic crisis, with inflation skyrocketing and industrial production 

plummeting. 

1921: 

The National Fascist Party (PNF) is founded by Benito Mussolini, initially as a nationalist and anti-

socialist movement. 

The PNF gains support from disaffected war veterans, conservative landowners, and industrialists 

who fear socialist and communist influence. 

1922: 

The March on Rome: Mussolini and the Blackshirts, paramilitary squads affiliated with the PNF, 

march on Rome, demanding the resignation of Prime Minister Luigi Facta. 

King Victor Emmanuel III, fearing civil war, appoints Mussolini as Prime Minister. 

 

 

 



Timeline of Key Events in Weimar Germany (1918-1933) 

 

1918: 

October 28: German sailors stationed in Kiel mutiny, triggering the November Revolution. 

November 9: German Emperor Wilhelm II abdicates, and the Weimar Republic is proclaimed. 

Philipp Scheidemann becomes the first Chancellor of the Republic. 

1919: 

January 5: The elections for the National Assembly take place, leading to the formation of the 

Weimar Coalition (SPD, DDP, and Center Party). 

June 28: The Treaty of Versailles is signed, imposing heavy reparations and territorial losses on 

Germany. 

1920: 

January 10: The Spartacist uprising begins in Berlin, led by Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht. 

January 15: Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht are arrested and later executed. 

March 13: The Kapp Putsch takes place, a failed right-wing coup attempt against the Weimar 

government. 

August 11: The Weimar Constitution is adopted, establishing a democratic parliamentary system. 

1923: 

January 11: France and Belgium occupy the Ruhr region in response to Germany's failure to meet 

reparation payments. 

November 8: The hyperinflation crisis reaches its peak, leading to the introduction of the 

Rentenmark to stabilize the economy. 

1924: 

August 10: The Dawes Plan is implemented, providing Germany with a loan and reorganizing its 

reparation payments. 

December 1: The Rentenmark is replaced by the Reichsmark as the official currency. 

 

 



1925: 

May 1: Paul von Hindenburg is elected President of Germany, defeating Wilhelm Marx. 

October 24: The Locarno Treaties are signed, guaranteeing Germany's western borders and 

improving relations with France and Belgium. 

1929: 

October 29: The Wall Street Crash in the United States triggers the Great Depression, severely 

impacting the German economy. 

 

1930: 

September 14: The Nazi Party (NSDAP) gains significant support in the German federal elections, 

becoming the second-largest party. 

1932: 

January 30: Adolf Hitler is appointed Chancellor of Germany by President Hindenburg. 

July 31: The Nazis become the largest party in the Reichstag after winning the federal elections. 

November 6: President Hindenburg is reelected, defeating Hitler in the presidential election. 

1933: 

January 30: Hitler becomes Chancellor for the second time, establishing a Nazi-led government. 

February 27: The Reichstag building is set on fire, leading to the Reichstag Fire Decree and 

increased Nazi control. 

March 23: The Enabling Act is passed, granting Hitler dictatorial powers. 

June 22: The Nazi Party bans all other political parties, effectively ending the Weimar Republic 

and establishing the Third Reich. 
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