
L3 Art Summer project 2022 

 

 

 

 
 
 

LEVEL 3 ART SUMMER WORK 

 
 

 

 

 

WORD BASED ART 
 
 
 
 
 



L3 Art Summer project 2022 

INTRODUCTION AND SCENARIO  

 

Words are powerful and they make us think all kind of things. How words are written and where 

they are written mean that much of their meaning is created through the visual language used to 

present them. This project allows you to explore visual language and play with words to create your 

own meaning. Your work will be shared with your peers in September and feed into your first terms 

work.  

 

TASKS 

 
Task 1: IDENTIFY 

 

Take a walk and as you do photograph a minimum of 25 examples of found text. You should 

consider your choices carefully and look for text in all aspects of your environment. It could be 

found on signs, manhole covers, billboards, litter and so on.  Choose one of your texts examples 

and zoom into the word/text until it becomes abstracted, you may find a viewfinder to help you. 

Using any media of your choice recreate this square in a 25cm-by-25cm square. You may produce 

more than on of these squares. You could consider overlaying different images to create an even 

more abstract composition.  

 

Task 2: COLLECT 

 

Gather printed text, this could be junk mail, receipts, tickets, magazines, newspapers, anything 

really that include text. Use the words and letters to create a collage, combining these found 

pieces of text to create your own narrative or story. You may include found imagery within your 

collage that has been conjured up from your found text narrative, that compliments or 

contradicts its content. 

 

Task 3: RESPOND 

 

Choose one of the images on the first page think about the statement and artwork that connects 

with you the most. Create an A3 mind map exploring the piece and how it connects to your 

values, interests, and ideas. Using your mind map as a starting point consider how the visual 

language connecting with your values and create your own version of this artwork. You cannot 

use the same text, imagery, or colour palette as the artist has but the meaning needs to be aligned 

with the original piece.  

 

Task 4: RANDOM 

 

Using a physical book, open the book at a random page and write done every 10th word on that 
page. Play with these words until they create a composition you are happy with. Record your 

experimentation. Represent your final composition as an outcome, this can be drawn, sculpted, 

cut or sewn in their new configuration, but should not be written or typed in a conventional way. 

Think about what materials you use to represent them as this will add impact and meaning to 

your phrase.  

 

Task 5: PRIMARY RESEARCH 

 

Find a quote by a personal that inspires you. This shouldn’t be anyone who is a close friend or 

relative. Using their quoted words, experiment with colour, shape form, and texture of how the 

words of this can be presented to convey meaning and the way you feel about it.  Consider how 
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you would use this quote to create a piece of artwork and plan in the form of annotated sketches 

at least 5 ways you could recreate the quote into an artwork in a way that conveys meaning.  

Choosing the idea, you are most excited by create this work in your preferred medium. This 

could be 3D, Video, digital, animated, or other.  

 
Task 6: SECONDARY RESEARCH  

 

During your course we will be investigating and analysing the work of artists through history, the 

movements they belonged to and the contexts in which their work sat and were influenced by. 

 

Over the Summer research a minimum of five artists or designers that you find inspiring. This 

might be because of the medium they work in, the materials they choose or the subject matter 

they engage with. You should explore a wide range of artists a, designers, and makers in this 

process. For each of these you need to record the following information, this can be in a notepad, 

sketchbook or in a word-processed document.  

 

The work should include 

• A good clear image of the work 

• The Artist that made it 

• The date it was made 

• It’s size, include its dimensions  

• The materials it is made from 

• What the piece is communicating- (what is it about) 

• How the artist uses visual language  

• Any contextual information - social, political, technological, identity, religious, or reference 

to previous eras that influenced the artist’s work. 

It would be useful in terms of analysis if you developed your own in response to this secondary 

research. However, this is optional and down to you. 

 

Artist and additional sources for your research:    

 

Artists to look at: 

  

Bob and Roberta Smith 

Robert Indiana 

Mel Boschner 

Barbara Kruger  

Jenny Holzer 
Ed Ruscha  

 

Robert Indiana: Sculpture 1958-2018 | Yorkshire Sculpture Park (ysp.org.uk) 

Words and Images – In Focus | Tate 

Text Art: 8 Artists Who Use the Power of Language in Art (mymodernmet.com) 

Art as a human right and why creativity is "pushed out of" London: we meet Bob and Roberta Smith 

(itsnicethat.com) 

 

 

 

https://ysp.org.uk/exhibitions/robert-indiana-sculpture-1958-2018
https://www.tate.org.uk/research/in-focus/parts-of-the-face-french-vocabulary-lesson-larry-rivers/words-and-images
https://mymodernmet.com/text-art-masters/
https://www.itsnicethat.com/features/bob-and-roberta-smith-art-is-a-human-right
https://www.itsnicethat.com/features/bob-and-roberta-smith-art-is-a-human-right


L3 Art Summer project 2022 

Hand in list: 

 

Sketchbooks 

Photos 

Notes 

 

 

You will bring your summer project with you on your first day of College. Good luck and I hope you 

enjoy the project. If you have any concerns regarding the project you can contact me by email 

cbarnes@yorkcollege.ac.uk 

 

Charlie Barnes  

 

Award Leader Art Level 3 

York College 
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