
Summer Holiday Project 2021 – SELF 

Before you begin in September we would like you to complete the following task. 

The task must be completed to the best of your ability for your portfolio and it may be used to produce a showcase 

of work along our art studio corridor. We recognise that you may have very limited resources – so we are happy for 

you to use whatever you have to hand and be inventive – for example – what works instead of paint? Tomato 

ketchup for red? Gravy for brown? Or perhaps pigments from nature.  If you haven’t got any paper – what else can 

you use? 

Task – Create a Self Portrait   Complete a full-length life size self-portrait in a medium of your choice. This 
could be drawn, painted, stitched, photographic, digital, sculptural, collaged or a combination of all of these!! -  but 

the portrait must include all of you from your feet to the top of your head and must be to scale.  The way that you 

construct your portrait is entirely up to you and for this task there is no right or wrong. You may want to consider 

your positioning as well as the perspective. You have the freedom to complete the project however you deem fit.  

It’s a time to be inventive, personal, experimental and thoughtful about resources. For example, the portrait could be 

completed on small pieces of paper glued together, or one large long sheet. Or it could be constructed from 
cardboard or wire. Your portrait could use photography, sculpture or collage or it could be a very traditional study 

depending on what materials you have and how you like to create. We are happy for you to work in any material you 

choose. 

We want to celebrate you and your individuality – so make the portrait say something about you! Is it created in a 

style that suits your personality? Would someone get what you are about from looking at it? Does it contain 

symbolism, thoughts or key events from your life? 

Although we would like you to be focused on your portrait, it does not necessarily have to be realistic as you can take 

inspiration from a whole host of artists who make work that can be described as ‘portraits’. Below is a list of artists 

and designers who work with portraiture in some form or another that you can look at online for inspiration. These 

are just a suggestion - there will be many more out there!      

David Hockney, Euan Uglow, Frida Kahlo, Egon Schiele, Chris Ofili, Martin Kippenberger, Peter Blake, Alma Haser, 

Elizabeth Peyton, Julie Verhoeven, Adrian Ghenie, Frank Auerbach, Chantal Joffe, Alison Neel, Maurizio Anzeri, Yayoi 

Kusama, Jose Romussi, Cindy Sherman, Marc Quinn, Marlene Dumas, Ron Mueck, Patrick Procktor.

Images from left to right: Gillian Wearing, Marlene Dumas, Rachel McClean,  Lubaina Himid, Omar Aqil

Websites of interest: www.itsnicethat.com   www.thisiscolossal.com   www.tate.org.uk   www.victoria-

miro.com https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club/on-demand/71402-001   

www.axisweb.org  

http://www.itsnicethat.com/
http://www.victoria-miro.com/
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club/on-demand/71402-001
http://www.axisweb.org/



