
SUMMER TASKS – GCSE TO AS TRANSITION 

Subject: Edexcel Modern History  

Title: Key Timeline for Paper 1 and 2: Nationalism, Dictatorship 
and Democracy in 20th Century Europe 

Task(s): Summer homework instructions 
 
The options you are studying in Route G are linked through the 
experiences of Germany and Italy, and the development of the 
political ideas of nationalism, dictatorship and democracy in the 
twentieth century. In Germany and Italy a similar pattern of 
political change occurred – democratic government overturned by 
right-wing dictatorship, followed by a return to democracy. 
Democratic governments in Germany and Italy in the 1920s failed 
to maintain stability in the face of social and economic hardships. 
They were all replaced by right-wing dictatorships: Benito 
Mussolini in Italy and Adolf Hitler in Germany. Mussolini and Hitler 
were toppled by the events of the Second World War. Both of 
these major right-wing dictatorships would were replaced with 
democracies.  
 
In this route your will study: 
• Germany and West Germany, 1918–89  
• The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911–46 
 
The timeline below lists key events and developments for Germany 
and Italy. These are not all the events and dates we will study, but 
a selection of the key ones to introduce you to each topic. 
 
1. Summarise each event included in the Germany and Italy 
timelines (on page 3 – 4) in one or two sentences. Keep it brief 
otherwise you will get overwhelmed by information. 
 
2. You don’t have to summarise the events in bold text – they 
are there for context.  



 
3. Use the website links provided on the next page, and/or any 
other reliable ones you find and/or any books you might have to 
research the events to research the events for your summaries. 
You don’t have to use every website – they are there for choice 
and range.  
 
4. Optional extra research: If you find any more events within 
these time periods you want to include please do so. However, this 
is not required.  
 
5. I recommend completing the timeline in a word document 
(copy and paste this one) so that you can add to it throughout the 
year.  
 
6. Don’t worry if you can’t find something on the timeline – 
highlight it and we can go over it when the course starts in 
September. 
 
 
Websites that will help with your research 

 

Please note that this is not an exhaustive list, just a selection. You can use other 

reliable websites and any books you may already have.  

 

Germany  

• Great overview of the whole period - http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-

17301646  

• German History in Documents and Images: 

o 1918–33: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=12 

o 1933–45: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=13  

o 1945–61: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=14 

o 1961–89: http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=15  

• Facing History: www.facinghistory.org/weimar 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17301646
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17301646
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=14
http://germanhistorydocs.ghi-dc.org/section.cfm?section_id=15
http://www.facinghistory.org/weimar


Italy 

• http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWmussolini.htm 

• http://spartacus-educational.com/SPitaly.htm 

• http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWitaly.htm 

• Great overview from 1915 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17435616  

 

 

 
 

Germany  Italy 

 1861 Kingdom of Italy proclaimed  

Unification of Germany 1871  

Wilhelm II became Kaiser 1888  

 1911 Invasion of Libya (Italo-Turkish War 

1911-12) 

Giolitti became prime minister 

(third time) 

 1912   

 1914 

Start 

of 

First 

World 

War 

Declaration of neutrality 

 1915 Treaty of London with Entente 

Powers 

Declaration of war on Austria-

Hungary 

 1916 Declaration of war on Germany 

 1917 Defeat at Caporetto 

http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWmussolini.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/SPitaly.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/2WWitaly.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-17435616


‘Revolution from above’ 

Abdication of the Kaiser 

Fighting on Western Front ended by 

armistice 

 

1918 

End 

of 

First 

World 

War 

Victory at Vittorio Veneto 

Italy on winning side 

Universal male suffrage introduced 

in Italy 

The Spartacist Revolt 

National Assembly elections 

Weimar Constitution drawn up 

Ebert became president 

Germany signed the Versailles 

Treaty 

1919 Catholic Popular Party (PPI) 

founded 

Fasci di Combattimento founded 

Party list electoral system (and 

proportional representation) 

introduced 

Treaty of Saint Germain signed 

Gabriel D’Annunzio occupied Fiume 

First general election under new 

system – Liberals and their allies 

lost control of the chamber  

The Kapp Putsch 

Foundation of the NSDAP 

Publication of the NSDAP’s 25 Point 

Programme 

1920 Treaty of Rapallo signed with 

Yugoslavia 

Biennio Rosso 1919-20 

Occupation of Fiume ended by 

force 

Matthias Erzberger murdered by 

Organisation Consul 

1921 Italian Communist Party (PCI) 

formed 

National Fascist Party (PNF) 

founded 

Walter Rathenau murdered by 

Organisation Consul 

1922 Fascist ‘March on Rome’ carried out 

Mussolini became prime minister 

French troops occupied the Ruhr 

Germany abandoned ‘passive 

resistance’ policy 

Introduction of the Rentenmark 

Economic recovery begins 

Hitler’s ‘Beer Hall Putsch’ (Munich) 

1923  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How long should I spend on this? 4-5 hours 

How will I get feedback? Face-to-face in September  

Contact email: Twebster@yorkcollege.ac.uk & 
HSherman@yorkcollege.ac.uk  

 

mailto:Twebster@yorkcollege.ac.uk
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