
Art Ext.Dip and Foundation, 2022 

Summer Project: ‘Home’ 

 

Definition: noun/plural noun: home(s), the place where one lives or inhabits.  

What is a habitat? A habitat is the home or environment where people, animals, fish and 

plants live. Our planet is also a habitat. It needs to be carefully looked after to preserve 

plants, animals and insects – as well as ourselves and future generations! 

We all live in a place we call home, but are our homes the same, how has our home changed 

over the last few years and how do our routines take place within our homes?                                                                                             

Overview: ‘Home’ your first project 

What does ‘home’ mean to you? The place where you live? Your family? A safe space? The 

objects and things you surround yourself with that make you feel happy? Domestic interiors 

and scenes of family life are a popular subject in art. 

Artists such as John Bratby and Jack Smith painted home life and celebrated the lives of 

ordinary people and the places where they lived. Every kind of food and drink, every utensil 

and implement, the usual plain furniture and even the babies’ nappies on the line. 

Everything but the kitchen sink – the kitchen sink too. This comment led to these artists 

being known as the ‘Kitchen Sink Painters’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 John Bratby, The Toilet, 1955.                 Jack Smith, Mother Bathing Child, 1953 

What does your bedroom say about you? Like the Kitchen Sink 

Painters, Tracey Emin is interested in creating artworks that 

explore and reflect her life. Her installation My Bed 1998 recreates 

the mess and clutter of her room at a time when she felt her life 

was a mess. See link to watch the video about the work. 

https://youtu.be/uv04ewpiqSc 

 

                                                                                                 Tracy Emin, My Bed, 1998 

https://youtu.be/uv04ewpiqSc


 

Photography is perfect way of capturing fleeting glimpses of human habitats and home life. 

In his series of Television Portraits Paul Graham shows people doing something very familiar 

– sitting or lounging on the sofa watching TV. 

Wolfgang Tillmans chose the most humble and unlikely details of the human habitat for his 

series of domestic still life’s – including a pile of socks and clothes drying on a radiator! 

Captured on camera these boring details become somehow important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Paul Graham, Televsion Portrait, 1989.                                                    Wolfgang Tillmans, Strumpfe, 2002. 
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Your Task: 

1. Take at least 50 photographs of the place you call ‘home’- capturing the everyday 

scenes, close-ups of items, textures, colours, shadows, reflections. Consider the 

interior and exterior of your home, doors, gardens, sheds, garages etc.  You can take 

these photos on your phone, camera, polaroid camera or even a disposable camera 

or a mixture. 

2. Print 50 x A6 or 6x4 inch in size ready for your first lesson, on glossy/matt paper this 

can be done at most print shops and places like Tesco’s and Boots etc.  

3. Create at least 1 x large scale outcome of one of your photos or a selection of the 

photos such as a montage, go as big as you can! Aim for at least A1 in size or bigger 

by joining paper together or any other materials you can work on such as a flattened 

cardboard box, think creatively about the surface you could work on, have a look 

around the home, how can the surface make it more interesting. This can be a 

drawing, painting, textile piece, collage from at least one of photos you have taken, 

you can choose the media/material which you enjoy using the most.  It could be a 

close-up, macro shot, or drawing from a viewpoint of your choice, see artist 

examples above.  

 

Inspiration for your photographs: 

• Narratives/messages in the home 

• Captured on camera- documentary photography, capturing people in the home 

• Home life, the kitchen sink, toilet, chair/sofa.  

• Life on your street 

• Interior and exterior shapes, patterns, textures, and colours. Outside space, gardens, 

sheds, garages.  

• Doors, windows, furniture 

 

Materials/surfaces to work on: 

• Paper- joining them together 

• Cardboard- flattened cardboard box, join together to make even bigger, apply your 

outcome around the shape of the box 

• Thin pieces of plastic 

• Old pieces of wood, joined together 

• Old/large canvas  

• Large pieces of fabric/material, old bedsheets, old clothes.  

• Materials to work with; paints, colour pencils, pastels, inks, chalk/charcoal, 

collage/newspapers/magazines, stitch.  

 



Expanding on the word ‘home’, what does a ‘home’ mean to you and others, how can 

explore this further: 

• native land 

• homeland 

• home town 

• birthplace 

• roots 

• country of origin 

• natural habitat 

• natural environment 

• habitat 

• a place where an object is kept. 

• institution 

• residential home 

• nursing home 

• retirement home 

• children's home 

• hospice 

• shelter 

• refuge 

• retreat 

• asylum 

• hostel 

 

Hand-in: September 2022 (first session back); dates to be confirmed 

on Teams or at enrolment. 


