
 

 

 

 

Welcome to the BA (Hons) Commercial Photography 

Congratulations on accepting your offer of a place on the above-named course. If your 

offer is conditional, we hope that you achieve the required qualifications and decide to 

join us at Wiltshire College and University Centre. To help you prepare for the course 

and the beginning of term, we would like to provide you with some further information - 

please be sure to read it all and give us a call if you have any questions. 

Where will I study? 

The degree is awarded by Bournemouth University, but the course is delivered at 

Wiltshire College and University Centre Salisbury, Southampton Road, Salisbury, SP1 

2LW 

The Photography department is situated on the first floor of the main building.  

What is the cost of my course? 

The fee for a UK/EU student on the first year of the course is £9250 per year.  

When do I enrol on my course? 

Wiltshire College & University Centre Online enrolment opens on Monday 22 August 

and if you are either holding an unconditional offer or have met the conditions of your 

offer, you will be emailed a link to enable you to complete the enrolment form (if your 

offer is confirmed later than 22 August, you will be emailed the link at this point). 

Please check your both your inbox and junk folder of the email account you used for 

your application and let HE Admissions know if you change email details. 

Enrolment is an important step and will allow us to set up a Student Account for you 

ready to start your course. 

You will also be emailed directly by Bournemouth University to complete the online 

Bournemouth University registration process in August. 

Induction Day 

We will be holding an Induction Day for all Higher Education students on Monday 19 

September at Wiltshire College & University Centre Salisbury. 

The day will start at 9.30am and will finish at approximately 4.30pm. Please sign in at 

the main reception and you will be directed to the Induction session. 



 

When do I start my course? 

Your course will start on Tuesday 20 September. Because of the practical nature of 

our film course, your timetable will vary each week, and this will be explained and 

clarified during your induction week.  

You will need to bring pens, a notebook, and a file/ folder. 

What can I do to prepare for my studies? 

During the first term of your course, you will be asked to bring in your current portfolio 

of prints or e-images for discussion.  Additionally, if you have black and white negatives, 

please bring them for the black and white printing workshops.  If you do not have 

negatives, you will be able to produce some in the first assignment of the course. 

Having access to a computer for private study is very important. Much of the course 

material is made available to you through the ‘myBU website’, email or the College’s 

virtual learning environment. If you have a laptop then the College has wi-fis zones, 

which will enable you to connect to the internet and the College network. The College 

can help configure your laptop to ensure that you can access the network; details will 

be made available to you at induction 

Essential equipment and materials you might like to bring with you 

General 

• Stationary (including a note pad or workbook) and a few USB memory sticks. 

• Portable hard drive - which is essential for digital post-production work. 

• A protective washable plastic apron for the darkroom or a set of old clothes 

(desirable not essential). 

Photographic 

On occasions you will be working with traditional silver-based film and paper for part of 

your first year (you may choose to continue with analogue processes through second- 

& third-year assignments). The college will provide some film and paper, but you should 

be prepared to provide most of your own analogue printing paper and b/w film.  All basic 

chemicals will be provided.  

We are conscious of your health and safety at college and provide items such as latex 

gloves for those who might suffer from skin reactions to photographic chemicals.   

You are required to pay for the printing of your digital images produced on the 

course.  The college provides you with a small credit at the start of the year, and you 

will need to top up your printing account once this has run out.  Printing credits can be 

purchased from the LRC and an ‘on-line shop’ - in £5, £10 or £20 bundles. 

 



 

Books 

You may find it helpful to buy your own textbooks although the college does have a 

fully equipped library (this will be discussed at the start of the course): 

Recommended reading: 

• 'Basic Photography' - by Michael Langford, published by Focal Press 

• 'Advanced Photography' - by Michael Langford, published by Focal Press 

• ‘The Photographic Reader’ edited by Liz Wells – Published by Routledge 

• Photography A Critical Introduction Edited by Liz Wells  

• ‘Exploring Colour Photography’ by Robert Hirsch, published by Laurence King 

Publishing 

• ‘Photography – A Cultural History’ – by Mary Warner Marien, published by 

Laurence King Publishing 

• ‘Photography’ – by Barbara London & John Upton, published by Longman 

• Photography – A Very Short Introduction by Steve Edwards – published by 

Oxford 

• Barthes: A very Short Introduction by Jonathan Culler – published by Oxford 

• Myth: A very Short Introduction by Robert A Segal – published by Oxford 

• Ideology: A very short Introduction by Michael Freeden – published by Oxford 

• ‘Camera Lucida’ – by Roland Barthes 1980  published by Hill & Wang 

• ‘On Photography’ – by Susan Sontag London, Great Britain: Allen 

Lane : Penguin Books Ltd., 1978. 

• ‘Ubiquitous Photography’ – by Martin Hand, published by Polity Press 

• The History of Photography – by Beaumont Newell published by Bulfinch Press  

Exhibition visits and trips 

During the year, visits to Exhibitions and Galleries will be arranged for which there may 

be a charge.  These will be discussed with you, as and when they are scheduled. 

When do I move into Halls of Residence? 

Students who have applied for St Marys Halls of Residence will receive full moving in 

instructions from the Accommodation team. If you need any further information, please 

contact: accommodationSA@wiltshire.ac.uk.   

UCAS Track and Exam Results 

Exam Results (conditional offer holders only) 

Exam results for many students holding conditional offers are supplied through UCAS 

and you will notice that your places become ‘confirmed’ on UCAS track as and when 

we receive your results.   

 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&rlz=1C1GCEB_en&q=Hill+and+Wang&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MDLOMjRS4gIxTXJS0qsytNQyyq30k_NzclKTSzLz8_TLizJLSlLz4svzi7KLrQpKk3IyizNSixax8npk5uQoJOalKIQn5qUDAB6r3tJRAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjsprT-mbnhAhXcUxUIHRScD_sQmxMoATAZegQIDBAO
mailto:accommodationSA@wiltshire.ac.uk


 

UCAS, however do not supply us with all exam results and you are advised to check 

with UCAS to see if you need to send any of your results directly to us.  If so, please 

scan and send copies of these to HEadmissions@wiltshire.ac.uk  as soon as available. 

Results should be official – either in the form of certificates or results slips.   If neither 

of these are available, we will be happy to accept written confirmation on headed paper 

from your school or college.  

Please remember that you should aim to get your results to us before the 31st of August 

where possible.  Please contact HE Admissions if you are unable to meet this deadline. 

Student Finance 

If you are planning to apply for student funding but have not yet done so, it’s not too 

late! 

We suggest that you apply as possible to limit delays in your funding at the start of your 

course.  The following link will take you direct to the website to apply; 

www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance.   

When do you get your student loan? 

You will get your loan once your enrolment is complete, and BU have confirmed your 

attendance on the course.  Bournemouth University will send you a ‘welcome letter’ 

once you are ‘unconditional firm’ with you log in details and you will then need to 

complete the BU online registration process before you come to Enrolment Day at 

Salisbury.  

Then, once you have attended Induction Day in Salisbury your attendance will be 

confirmed to Student Finance by BU and the first instalment of your maintenance loan 

will be paid to you within 5 working days. 

Tuition fee loans are paid direct to the University. If you withdraw from your course, you 

will be liable for course fees as shown in Bournemouth University’s fees policy. 

Please contact BU if you have any queries about your student loan.  

You should also be aware that the University is legally required to share information 

about your enrolment with certain statutory bodies including the Student Loan 

Company and the UK Border Agency. Please note that if you are withdrawn from the 

University, whether voluntarily or because the University requires you to do so, we will 

be obliged to report this to the appropriate agencies. 

Bursaries and scholarships  

As a student of Bournemouth University, you may be able to apply for a bursary or 

scholarship.  To find out more about these see the ‘Fees & Funding’ section of the 

Bournemouth University website https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/students/help-

advice/finance-support 

mailto:HEadmissions@wiltshire.ac.uk
http://www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/students/help-advice/finance-support
https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/students/help-advice/finance-support


 

Students with Additional Learning Support Needs 

We believe in supporting all our students as best we can throughout their study. 

Sometimes this support needs to be more personalised to better meet their needs. If 

you feel this may apply to you, please contact HEAdmissions@wiltshire.ac.uk to 

request an ALS contact form. 

If you think you will need extra support whilst studying, please apply for DSA 

(Disabled Students’ Allowance) from Student Finance England. More information can 

be found here https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas/overview 

Students applying for DSA will be required to have an external assessment. There is 

a charge for this assessment and whilst we can advise who to contact, we cannot 

provide the external assessment within the college so this needs to be arranged by 

you with support at the above link. 

The DSA application process is quite a lengthy one and students are advised to apply 

prior to starting studies to ensure that equate support can be put in place as close to 

the start of term as possible. 

All students will be introduced to the Bournemouth University’s Additional Learning 

Support team. You can book individual tutorials whether you have a diagnosis or not.  

You can find more information about ALS at Bournemouth University here; 

https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/why-bu/student-wellbeing/additional-learning-

support 

Countdown Checklist  

Have you: 

✓ Applied for your accommodation 

✓ Applied for your student finance 

✓ Completed your BU online registration  

✓ Applied for any bursary or scholarship you may be entitled to 

✓ Sent us copies of all requested qualification certificates (if required) 

✓ Registered online for a parking permit (information on how to register will be 

emailed to you closer to the start of the course) 

✓ Applied for student discount schemes 

o NUS extra | TOTUM, UNiDAYS - Fast, free, exclusive discounts for 

students (myunidays.com) 

o Free Student Discounts | Valid 2022 Codes (studentbeans.com) 

o Extra Funding for University - The Scholarship Hub 

✓ Considered becoming a member of our Student Alliance? More information to 

follow! 

 

mailto:HEAdmissions@wiltshire.ac.uk
https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas/overview
https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/why-bu/student-wellbeing/additional-learning-support
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https://www.totum.com/nus-extra
https://www.myunidays.com/GB/en-GB
https://www.myunidays.com/GB/en-GB
https://www.studentbeans.com/uk
https://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/extra-funding-for-university/


 

Useful Contacts 

Useful Contacts 

❖ HE Admissions at Wiltshire College (0900 – 1630 Mon-Fri)  

Call 01225 756200, email: HEAdmissions@Wiltshire.ac.uk 

❖ Wiltshire College Main switchboard (0830 – 1630 Mon-Fri)  

Call 01225 350035  

❖ Accommodation team at Wiltshire College (0830 – 1630 Mon-Fri) 

Salisbury – 01985 803410 Accommodation@wiltshire.ac.uk 

❖ UCAS: (0830 - 1800 Mon-Fri)  

Call 08714680468 

❖ Student Finance England: (0800 - 2000 Mon – Fri, 0900 - 1600 Sat & Sun)  

Call 0300 100 0607  

❖ Bournemouth University (0830 – 1630 Mon – Fri)  

Ask BU 01202 969696 / askbu@bournemouth.ac.uk 

 

 

 

Mark Leary: Programme Leader/Lecturer in Photography  

01722 344276 / mark.leary@wiltshire.ac.uk 
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