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QUICK GUIDE 
TO MUSIC



Our aim is to give every young person 
the opportunities to achieve to the best 
of their abilities, so they can progress to 
further study with us, to find employment 
or an apprenticeship, or progress to higher 
education.

We are committed to ensuring our 
students get the best education possible 
and will do everything we can to help you 
achieve your goals.

We look forward to a successful partnership, working with you to 
ensure your success. 
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Gain real-life experience performing or 
producing for our very own record label - 
Infinity Records where you can release your 
own music through major online retailers such 
as iTunes. Our Infinity radio station provides you 
with the opportunity to host your own radio show live on air.

Events, gigs and record launches at local band venue Voodoo Lounge, Mama Liz’s 
will allow you to gain experience in preparing for live performances and offer you the 
opportunity to promote your music and gigs to build your profile.

Our state-of-the-art recording studios and soundproofed rehearsal rooms are 
equipped with industry standard recording software such as Cubase, Pro Tools, full 
Native Instruments suite, Ableton Live and Sibelius to maximise your knowledge and 
teach you skills needed to work in today’s modern music industry.

WHY STUDY WITH US?COURSES

We have state-of-the-art recording studios 
and rehearsal rooms, equipped with 

everything you need to succeed! Including 
software such as Cubase, Pro Tools and Ableton 

Live and many more. We also have a spacious library 
and comfortable wifi-enabled spaces to study and 
socialise with your friends.

You will have the opportunity to hold your 
own events, gigs and record launches at local 
venues within Stamford and Peterborough!

We treat our students like adults.
All of our teachers have worked in and are 

highly experienced in the music industry.

STATE-OF-THE-ART 
FACILITIES

ONCE IN A LIFETIME 
OPPORTUNITIES

MATURE 
ENVIRONMENT

MUSIC 
PRODUCTION 
(Extended) Diploma 
Level 3

MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE 
(Extended) Diploma 
Level 3

Want to look around? 
Take a virtual tour of 

our amazing facilities 
on our website!

360°
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CAREERS MAP Set out on your path 
to a career in...

...plus so much more! Book an appointment with our  
Careers team for more ideas and advice!

PERFORMANCE
• Accompanist
• Military Musician
• Musical Arranger
• Music Therapist
• Performer
• Session Musician
• Teacher
• Song Writer
• Music Director

MUSIC 
PRODUCTION

• Mixing Engineer
• Recorders
• Studio Designer
• Live Sound Engineer
• Mastering Engineer
• Software Developer
• Technology
• PA Hire
• Monitoring Engineer
• Audio Archivist
• Sound Designer
• Recording Artist
• Front of House Engineer
• Tour Management
• Foley Artist
• Backline Technician
• Music Restorer
• Music Radio Producer
• Producer

SELF-EMPLOYED
• Composer - Film/TV/Library
• Conductor
• DJ
• Independent Artist
• Music Teacher
• Music Journalist
• Radio Plugger

BUSINESS
• PR
• Music Lawyer
• Marketing and 

Promotion
• Manager
• Publisher
• Record Labels Agent
• Events Manager
• Booking Agent
• Music Services

Music Student Success StoriesStamford College Quick Guides

“The facilities are great and 
have opened doors to the 
music industry for our band, 
Among the Citizens. We have 
had the opportunity to take 
part in live gigs and have 
appeared on BBC Introducing.”

John Gooding
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Music Production (Extended) Diploma Level 3

MUSIC 
PRODUCTION
(Extended) Diploma 
Level 3

Entry requirements
5 GCSEs at grades 4/C or above including 
English and maths. Alternatively a Merit 
in a relevant Level 2 Diploma and a GCSE 
grade 4/C or a Pass for Functional Skills 
English Level 2. You will also be required 
to provide examples or a portfolio of 
work at the interview. A Merit in your first 
year is required to enter the second year 
Extended Diploma.

What does the programme include
This is a hands-on music production 
course. Much of your time will be 
spent in our recording and production 
spaces, working in small groups and 
individually. You will have your own 
DAW and will spend a significant 
amount of time studying individually. 
There is an exception that you will 
carry out individual study outside of 
your scheduled timetable. Practical 

assessments take place at local music 
venues in order to give you real world 
experience of working within the audio 
production industry.

How the course will be assessed
There are no exams for this course. 
Students build a portfolio of practical 
work for each of the units and complete 
written assignments. This leads up to 
a final major project of your choosing 
which will determine your final grade.

Course content
You will study the following units:

• Recording techniques
• Audio engineering
• Mixing and mastering
• Digital and analogue synthesis
• Radio/podcast production

• Music event management
• Setting up a music business
• Sound design

Units can be subject to change.
 
Progress to
On successful completion of this course, 
you could progress to the HNC/HND in 
Music at University Centre Peterborough 
or other music degrees at university. You 
could also progress to careers such as a 
Music Producer, Live Sound Engineer, 
Broadcaster, Music Promoter or Music 
Manager.

Additional information
To give you a real experience of the 
current UK music industry you will have 
the opportunity to undertake 30 hours 
work related learning in your chosen 
field through placement at local studios, 
music venues and theatres. You will also 
have the opportunity to attend visits 
and trips to industry shows, workshops 
and seminars at places such as BBC 
Introducing Live Festival in London (2-day 
residency), BBC Birmingham, PLASA 

and local music venues. We also provide 
hands-on specialist workshops and guest 
speakers from a range of professionals 
currently working in the music industry.

You will need to purchase an equipment 
pack at the start of the year costing £30. 

You will also be able to participate in 
the running of the College radio station 
and record label where you can release 
your own music through major online 
retailers such as iTunes. Assessed public 
performances usually take place in the 
evening when you will be required to 
arrange your own transport from the 
performance venue (either 
College or a local 
venue).

Stamford College Quick GuidesMusic Production (Extended) Diploma Level 3 Stamford College Quick Guides

Duration: 2 Years Full Time 

Specialise in music production, sound design, acoustics, audio 
engineering, recording studio practice and music business. Experience 
the music production process from beginning to end including planning 
recording sessions, learning audio engineering techniques as well 
as mixing and mastering recorded music. You will also gain practical 
skills through industry based projects using sound design, recording, 
production and live sound reinforcement with embedded music business 
practice with the opportunity to work with our Infinity record label and 
radio station.

Want to look around? Take a virtual tour of our amazing facilities on our website!

360°

PRACTICAL VS THEORY

70% 30%
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Music Performance (Extended) Diploma Level 3

MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE
(Extended) Diploma 
Level 3

Entry requirements
5 GCSEs at grades 4/C or above including 
English and maths. Alternatively a Merit 
in a relevant Level 2 Diploma, and a GCSE 
grade 4/C or a Pass for Functional Skills 
Engish Level 2. You will also be required 
to audition with your instrument of 
choice at the interview. A Merit in your 
first year is required to enter the second 
year Extended Diploma.

What does the programme include
You will be working both alone and 
in small groups in our state-of-the-
art rehearsal rooms. Much of your 
time will be spent preparing material 
for performances and assessments. 
There is an expectation that you will 
carry out individual study outside of 
your scheduled timetable. Practical 
assessments take place at local music 
venues in order to give you real world 
experience of working in the industry.

How the course will be assessed
There are no exams for this course. 

You will build a portfolio of work for 
each of the units and complete written 
assignments. This leads up to a final 
major project of your choosing which will 
determine your final grade.

Course content
You will study the following units:

• Principles of live music performance
• Critical listening and music 

composition
• Music industry and professional 

practice
• Critical and contextual awareness for 

music performance and production
• Music production in context
• Music performance in context
• Preparation for specialist study in 

music performance and production
• Collaborative music project

Units can be subject to change.
 

Progress to
On successful completion of this course, 
you can progress to the HNC/HND in 
Music at University Centre Peterborough 
or other music degrees at university. You 
could also progress to careers such as 
Live Sound Engineer, Music Promoter, 
Music Manager, or Session Musician.

Additional information
To give you a real experience of the 
current UK music industry you will have 
the opportunity to undertake 30 hours 
work related learning in your chosen field 
through the placement at local studios, 
music venues and theatres. You will also 
have the opportunity to attend visits 
and trips to industry shows, workshops 
and seminars at places such as BBC 
Introducing Live Festival in London (2-day 
residency), BBC Birmingham, PLASA 
and local music venues. We also provide 
hands-on specialist workshops and guest 
speakers from a range of professionals 
currently working in the music industry.

You will need to purchase an equipment 
pack at the start of the year costing £30. 

You will also be able to participate in 
the running of the College radio station 
and record label where you can release 
your own music through major online 
retailers such as iTunes. Assessed public 
performances usually take place in the 
evening when you will be required to 
arrange your own transport from the 
performance venue (either College or a 
local venue).

Stamford College Quick GuidesMusic Performance (Extended) Diploma Level 3 Stamford College Quick Guides

Duration: 2 Years Full Time 

This course is designed for people looking to work in the music industry 
as a performer. You will gain an understanding of rehearsal skills, solo 
music performance and group performance, music production, basic 
recording skills and the music business to develop your skills as a self-
employed musician/freelancer.

Want to look around? Take a virtual tour of our amazing facilities on our website!

360°

PRACTICAL VS THEORY

70% 30%
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WHAT WE’VE 
BEEN UP TO...

Stamford College’s ‘Infinity 
Records’ have released their new 
student compilation EP!

Enjoy the incredible EP on your 
chosen streaming service:

Spotify
YouTube
Amazon Music

The Battle of the Bands returned 
featuring our Year 1 Music 
Performance students! 

Sets performed by:
• 4/5 Of Apple Juice (Winners)
• Amy and Megan (2nd Place)
• Kenny’s Cabin (3rd Place)
• The Last Soirée
• Megan Salonna
• Grace, Amber, Sophie and 

Rhianna

Watch the full video here!

BOTB21

Stamford College Quick Guides Progression Routes

PROGRESSION 
ROUTES

Follow our socials to keep up with 
everything going on at College!

Infinity Records Vol. 9

We offer information, advice and guidance to 
support decisions about learning, training and 
work opportunities now and in the future. 
This includes:

• A specialist Careers Advisor
• A Personal Development Programme 

to develop study and employment 
skills

• CV Writing Workshops
• Dedicated UCAS Support
• Work Experience
• Personal Career Plan
• Mock Interviews
• Tips and talks from employers
• Dedicated Apprenticeship team to 

support applications

Personal Development Programme

The Personal Development Programme 
is designed to equip you with important 
skills beyond your main qualification. 
You will have the chance to experience 
a range of sessions and meet visiting 
speakers who will introduce you to 
topics such as: personal wellbeing 
and mental health, drugs and alcohol, 
managing money, online safety as well 
as wider opportunities.

University Fair

We also organise a Careers and 
University Fair in preparation for the 
UCAS deadline where universities from 
across the country and our largest local 
employers are invited to meet students 
and support them with their next steps.

Get industry ready the IEG way

to your future
career.

Use connect to log and track 

your personal development:

Work Experience

Employer contacts

Industry visits

Careers advice and guidance

Part time work

Volunteering 

Financial 

Support

£
Transport

Freshers’ 

Fair

Student 

Union

Safeguarding

Get College 

Ready!
Mental 

Health Fair

First Aid

Relationships

Safety, Wellbeing 

and Mental Fitness

Prevent

British 

Values

Community 

Projects

Democracy 

& Voting

Citizenship

Community 

Projects

Leaving 

Home

Environmental 

Awareness

Ethics and 

Debates

Society 

and the 

Environment

Summer 

Projects

Volunteering

Interviews

Next Steps

One-to-One 

Sessions

Start

2021

Voluntary 

Work

Further 

Education

Progression

Higher 

Education

Gap Year

Employment

2022

HE Fair

Start Your Own 

Business

UK Labour 

Market

College Careers 

Service

Interview 

Skills

Learning is 

Earning

• Careers Advice

• Work Experience

• Industry Visits

• Guest Speakers

• Class Activities
• Live Briefs
• Assignment Work

Get industry ready the IEG way

to your futurecareer.

Use connect to log and track 
your personal development:

Work Experience
Employer contacts
Industry visits
Careers advice and guidance
Part time work
Volunteering 

Financial 
Support

£
Transport

Freshers’ 
Fair

Student 
Union

Safeguarding

Get College 
Ready!

Mental 
Health FairFirst Aid

Relationships

Safety, Wellbeing 
and Mental Fitness

Prevent

British 
Values Community 

Projects

Democracy 
& Voting

Citizenship

Community 
Projects

Leaving 
Home

Environmental 
Awareness

Ethics and 
Debates

Society 
and the 

Environment

Summer 
Projects

VolunteeringInterviews

Next Steps

One-to-One 
Sessions

Start
2021

Voluntary 
Work

Further 
Education

Progression

Higher 
Education

Gap Year

Employment

2022

HE Fair

Start Your Own 
Business

UK Labour 
Market

College Careers 
Service

Interview 
Skills

Learning is 
Earning• Careers Advice

• Work Experience

• Industry Visits

• Guest Speakers

• Class Activities• Live Briefs• Assignment Work
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https://open.spotify.com/album/6jITYTaDWnyja6irLgpe0f?si=E89I4onzRGCP3ntkxD7j-A&nd=1
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=OLAK5uy_nCUVDYF8cLTXUIZy0zdQITweQDyVeZm_I
https://music.amazon.co.uk/albums/B08W3S8K3V?marketplaceId=A1F83G8C2ARO7P&musicTerritory=GB
https://youtu.be/a_QXQ09_A5c


Ask us a question!

@stamfordcollegeuk@stamfordcollukenquiries@stamford.ac.uk

01780 484 300www.stamford.ac.uk
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