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Welcome

WELCOME
Introduction from Janet Meenaghan
Group CEO & Principal of Stamford College
Our aim is to give every young person
the opportunities to achieve to the best
of their abilities, so they can progress to
further study with us, to find employment
or an apprenticeship, or progress to higher
education.
We are committed to ensuring our
students get the best education possible
and will do everything we can to help you
achieve your goals.
We look forward to a successful partnership, working with you to
ensure your success.
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COURSES

Students studying Computing and IT are taught in our newly refurbished £1 million
Digital Skills Centre and not only have access to the very latest technological software,
but are also taught cutting-edge computing and IT skills to ensure you can hit the
ground running when you leave us. Whether you dream of being a developer, analyst
or network architect, through progression to university or using the real-life briefs
and experience gained for employment, you can be confident you will secure the
knowledge you need for success in the industry.

(Extended) Certificate
Level 1

Why Study With Us?

WHY STUDY WITH US?

With an estimated global cyber security skills gap of 1.8 million
people by 2022, there has never been a better time to study and
gain skills and knowledge for a career in the industry.

EMPLOYABILITY
SKILLS
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STATE-OF-THE-ART
FACILITIES
We have a dedicated Digital Skills Centre with all
the equipment and facilities needed to achieve
your goals with Computing and IT! We also have
a spacious library and comfortable wifi-enabled
spaces to study and socialise with your friends.

ONCE IN A
LIFETIME TRIPS
Visit Bletchley Park and the Centre of
Computing History where you will investigate the
development of computer systems. You will also get
top tips for advancing your career from guest speakers
who work in the industry.

Certificate Level 2

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
(Extended) Diploma
Level 3
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COMPUTING

(Extended) Diploma
Level 3

MATURE
ENVIRONMENT
We treat our students like adults.
All of our teachers have worked in the industry
and are highly experienced within the computing
and IT sector.
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CAREERS MAP

Set out on your path
to a career in...

DEVELOPMENT

SOFTWARE
TESTING
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Test Analyst
Test Engineer
Games Tester- Web, Java, SQL &
Linux
Technical Analyst/Technician
Systems Developer

BUSINESS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Perl Developer
C# Developer
PHP Developer
Mobile App Developer
Visual Basic Developer
Java Developer
Web Developer
.NET Developer
Games Development
Mobile Apps

MACHINE
OPERATION

Global Logistics
Techno Functional Analyst
Commercial Analyst
Project Manager
Data Analyst
Procurement Data Analyst
Sales Force Support Manager
Support Analyst

•
•
•
•

Data Warehouse
Developer
Systems
Development
Hardware Manager
Controls Engineer

SUPPORT
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Technical Support
Server Support
IT Help-Desk First Line
Support
Technical Support Engineer
Second Line Technical
Support
Desktop Support

NETWORK
SECURITY
•
•
•
•

Technical Support
Forensic Specialist
Security Consultant
Network Designer/Architect

...plus so much more! Book an appointment with our
Careers team for more ideas and advice!
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Employability Skills (Extended) Certificate Level 1

EMPLOYABILITY
SKILLS

30%

70%

PRACTICAL VS THEORY

(Extended) Certificate
Level 1
Duration: 1 Year Full Time

This course has been designed to give you a range of skills and knowledge
to start your career in the IT industry. This course will give you insight
into web technologies, database systems and digital graphics whilst
developing a digital portfolio to showcase your skills to potential
employers and course leaders.
Entry requirements
No formal qualifications are required, but
an interview is necessary where you will
display a desire to progress into the world
of work through developing employment
skills or progress onto a Level 2 course
next year.
What does the programme include
A variety of assessment methods will
be used during your course including
practical tasks, group work and the
opportunity to take part in industry visits
to support your course.
How the course will be assessed
You will complete a series of assignments
and coursework such as presentations,
practicals, reports, leaflets and
guidebooks.
Course content
The units you will study include:
• Being organised
• Developing a personal progression
plan
• Working with others researching a
topic

• Develop digital information using
digital communication
• Technologies solving technical IT
problems
• Creating a spreadsheet to solve
problems
• Creating a website
• Developing a computer program
Progress to
On successful completion of this course,
you can progress on to the Information
and Creative Technology Certificate
Level 2, or other Level 2 qualifications in
Business, Creative Media, or Travel and
Tourism. You could also consider Business
Administration, Customer Service, IT and
Retail Apprenticeships, or
enter employment.
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Information & Creative Technology Certificate Level 2
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Information & Creative Technology Certificate Level 2

50%

PRACTICAL VS THEORY

Certificate Level 2
Duration: 1 Year Full Time

Develop a range of skills and knowledge for a career in the IT industry.
This course will give you a solid understanding of web technologies,
database systems and digital graphics whilst developing a digital
portfolio to showcase your skills to potential employers and course
leaders.
Entry requirements
4 GCSEs at grades 3/D or above, including
English and maths, or a relevant Level 1
Diploma including English and maths.

•

The online world (external
assessment)

•

Technology systems (external
assessment)

What does the programme include
You will learn through a variety of
different methods to support individual
learning styles including; written reports,
practical activities, presentations, posters,
displays, leaflets and through utilising
social media.

•

A digital portfolio (internal
assessment)

•

Creating digital graphics (internal
assessment)

•

Database development (internal
assessment)

•

Website development (internal
assessment)

How the course will be assessed
We use various methods of assessment
both individual and in group work to
enhance your learning experience for
internally assessed units, however two
of the mandatory units are externally
assessed by examination.
Course content
The units you will study include:
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Progress to
On successful completion of this course
you can progress to the IT, Computing
or Air and Defence Diplomas Level 3, or
enter employment.
Additional information
You will have the opportunity to take part
in external trips to Bletchley Park and
the Centre of Computing History where

you will investigate the development of
computer systems. You will meet a range
of guest speakers from the industry
to give you top tips for advancing your
career in IT and Computing.
As part of the course requirements, all
students must carry out one week’s work
placement. We recommend looking as
early as possible for a suitable placement
especially if you want to work in the IT
field.
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Information Technology (Extended) Diploma Level 3

70%

PRACTICAL VS THEORY

(Extended) Diploma
Level 3
Duration: 2 Years Full Time

Develop your understanding of IT systems and learn how to create
systems to manage information, as well as studying units such as:
programming, data modelling, website development, using social media
for business, IT technical support, games development, Internet of
Things, and more!

Entry requirements
5 GCSEs at grades 4/C or above, including
English, and a grade 6/B in maths, or a
relevant Level 2 Diploma at Merit
or above.
What does the programme include
You will learn new skills through lectures,
demonstrations, e-learning, private study,
practical workshops, investigate work,
case studies, guest speakers and group
work.
How the course will be assessed
There are four externally set and
marked assessments, one is a written
examination and three are controlled
assessments. The remaining assessments
consist of internally set and marked
assignments.
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Course content
You will study the following units:
•

Information technology systems

•

Creating systems to manage
information

•

Using social media in business

•

Programming

•

Data modelling

•

Website development

•

Computer games development

•

IT project management

•

Cyber security and incident
management

•

IT technical support and
management

•

Software testing

•

IT service delivery

•

The internet of things

Progress to
On successful completion of this
course, you can progress on to the
HND in Computing at University
Centre Peterborough or other degrees
at university. You could also enter
employment as a; Web Designer,
Network Administrator, Help-Desk
Analyst, Software Developer, Systems
Analyst or Teacher.
Additional information
You will have the opportunity to take
part in many external trips including
Bletchley Park and Computer Museum
and Amazon Fulfilment Tours amongst
others. You will meet a range of guest
speakers from the industry to give you
top tips for advancing your career in IT.
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Computing (Extended) Diploma Level 3

COMPUTING

30%

(Extended) Diploma
Level 3
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Computing (Extended) Diploma Level 3

70%

PRACTICAL VS THEORY

Duration: 2 Years Full Time

Advance your knowledge of computer science and the fundamental
understanding of computer systems. This course will give you the
opportunity to develop an understanding of how computers work and
skills in programming, managing networks, cyber security, designing
and developing applications and websites and games development.
Entry requirements
5 GCSEs at grades 4/C or above, including
English and a grade 6/B in maths, or
a relevant Level 2 Diploma at Merit or
above.

•

Fundamentals of computer systems

•

Planning and management of
computing projects

•

Software design and development

•

IT systems security and encryption

What does the programme include
You will learn new skills through lectures,
demonstrations, e-learning, private study,
practical workshops, investigative work,
case studies, guest speakers and group
work.

•

Business applications of social media

•

The impact of computing

•

Human computer intervention

•

Computer games development

•

Website development

How the course will be assessed
There are four externally set and
marked assessments, two are written
examinations and two are controlled
assessments. The remaining assessments
consist of internally set and marked
assignments.

•

Object-oriented programming

•

Computer networking

•

Managing and supporting systems

Course content
You will study a range of units including:
• Principles of computer science
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Progress to
On successful completion of this
course you can progress on to the
HND in Computing at University
Centre Peterborough or other degrees
at university. You could also enter

employment as a; Web Designer,
Network Administrator, Help-Desk
Analyst, Software Developer, Systems
Analyst or Teacher.
Additional information
You will have the opportunity to take part
in external trips such as Alton Towers,
Bletchley Park Computer Museum
and Amazon amongst others. You will
meet a range of guest speakers from
the industry to give you top tips for
advancing your career in computing.
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Computing & IT Student Success Stories

“The IT course is designed with
careers in mind and offers a
broad range of specialist subjects
which help kick-start your career.
I’m now COO of IT support
specialists Microbyte.”

Lewis Livingstone

“The practical, industry-focused
modules studied on the course
were so advanced, I was able
to impress in my university
applications and successfully
secure an offer at the University
of East Anglia.”

Zoe Lopez
14
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WHAT WE’VE
BEEN UP TO...
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PROGRESSION
ROUTES
We offer information, advice and guidance to
support decisions about learning, training and
work opportunities now and in the future.
This includes:

We often invite guest speakers from
industry to meet and chat to our
students.
We recently welcomed back former IT
student, Lewis Livingstone, to speak
to students about what to expect
from the workplace and the skills
that are required for the day-to-day
pressures of the digital industry.
He shared his experience working
at Microbyte 24/7 IT and spoke
about what they look for as an
employer.
“Given that these students are
the next generation of employees
that will be underpinning our
organisations, I am privileged to be
involved in ensuring they get to hear
advice from the horse’s mouth to
hopefully aid them in their career.”
Opportunities such as this allow you
to meet lots of new people, make
invaluable contacts and ask all your
questions about working in the
industry.

Progression Routes

•

A specialist Careers Advisor

•

A Personal Development Programme
to develop study and employment
skills

•

CV Writing Workshops

•

Dedicated UCAS Support

•

Work Experience

•

Personal Career Plan

•

Mock Interviews

•

Tips and talks from employers

•

Dedicated Apprenticeship team to
support applications

Personal Development Programme
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The Personal Development Programme
is designed to equip you with important
skills beyond your main qualification.
You will have the chance to experience
a range of sessions and meet visiting
speakers who will introduce you to
topics such as: personal wellbeing
and mental health, drugs and alcohol,
managing money, online safety as well
as wider opportunities.
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Relationships

Mental
Fair
Health

Student
Union

Freshers’
Fair

and
Ethics
Debates

We also organise a Careers and
University Fair in preparation for the
UCAS deadline where universities from
across the country and our largest local
employers are invited to meet students
and support them with their next steps.
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Follow our socials to keep up with
everything going on at College!
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Ask us a question!

enquiries@stamford.ac.uk

@stamfordcolluk

www.stamford.ac.uk

@stamfordcollegeuk

01780 484 300

