
I N T R O D U C I N G
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New College Stamford’s Air & Defence College provides employer-led, 
career focused education and technical training for 16 to 19 year olds. Our 
employer supporters will work closely with us to provide this unique and 
innovative model, which is designed to create secure career paths in the 
RAF and aerospace industries.

New College Stamford works in 
partnership with The Royal
Air Force and a range of top 
aerospace industry firms 
including Raytheon, Thales and 
AAR Corp to provide this unique 
training model.
 
The UK’s first Air & Defence 
Career College, which was 
created by Lincoln College, 
working closely with the RAF 
and the wider aerospace 
industry, was officially opened at 
Lincoln College by Air 
Vice-Marshal Andrew Turner in 
September 2016. 

Our carefully designed study 
programmes, which have been 
shaped by our industry partners, 
offer a unique blend of academic 
education and technical training, 
infused with an additional focus 
on leadership, communication 
and team building.

Our students will get involved 
with industry-set projects, 
co-designed by employers - 
equipping them to enter their 
career of choice ahead of the 
game and ready to progress.

Air & Defence College students 
will spend a significant 
proportion of time experiencing 
industry environments first-
hand through an extensive 
programme of work experience. 

Industry experts will pass on 
their knowledge and expertise 
through guest speaker visits 
and trips to their workplace. 
Core academic study areas 
like maths, English, science 
and digital skills will be 
contextualised to the specialism 
of the Air & Defence College.

Welcome

Our Air and Defence 
College offers:

UNIQUE 
Access to RAF and aerospace 
working environments and 
expertise

THE BEST 
Professional technical training in 
the region

GUARANTEED 
Places on RAF Basic Recruit 
Training for graduates who will 
be well equipped to pass first 
time

EXCITING 
Adventure training and a 
residential visit developed by 
The RAF and The Royal Society 
of Engineers

CAREER-READY
Students with the technical 
qualifications, confidence and 
leadership skills to succeed

ONCE IN A LIFETIME 
Experiences for top performing 
students with aircraft flights





Specialisms: 

 PUBLIC SERVICES 
 COMPUTING 
 BUSINESS

Our Air & Defence College is an amazing opportunity to pursue a 
career with the RAF, or the wider aerospace industry. It enables 
students to complete their core academic studies, alongside  
full-time technical training, creating a clear pathway to an 
exciting, rewarding future.

The RAF, Thales, Raytheon and AAR Corp have helped New 
College Stamford shape the Air & Defence College curriculum 
with a blend of technical skills, a personal development 
programme and sector specific job-ready skills. That means 
graduates will leave the College with the right qualifications and 
the fitness levels, confidence, leadership and communications 
skills to succeed.

Graduates are guaranteed a 
place on RAF Basic Recruit 
Training (subject to RAF 
entry criteria) and will be 
well equipped to pass first 
time. If students decide not 
to enter the RAF, they can 
progress to employment, 
an apprenticeship or 
further study for a career in 
the aerospace industry.



Career Pathways
PUBLIC SERVICES
RAF Police
Firefighter
RAF Medic

Computer Science:
Cyberspace Communication 
Specialist 

Avionics Technician

Business:
Personal Support
Logistics Supply & Distribution
Flight Operations Support

COURSE INFORMATION

• You will study at New College Stamford Air & Defence College site, 
including practical workshops at New College Stamford 

• Programme includes employability skills (attitudinal goals) and 
Functional Skills or GCSEs in English and maths (dependent upon 
existing qualifications) alongside practical workshops at New 
College Stamford

• Approximately 34 hours per week in College/employer-setting 

• A blend of practical and theory with a range of assessment methods

• A minimum of 3 hours per week of personal training to develop  
physical fitness 

• Progression to Level 3, employment or an apprenticeship

• You will undertake 30-hours of work-
related activity linked closely to the 
Defence industry

• You will participate in the National 
Citizenship Scheme (NCS) 

• You will be assessed against the BRTC 
Attitude Goal requirements at Grade A 
throughout your study

• You will participate in 3 days of activity 
around Science, Technology, English 
and Maths (STEM) led by The Royal 
Society of Engineers

• You will participate in general and  
trade RAF station visits

• You will participate in a week-long 
residential visit developed by the RAF

• You will participate in outdoor and 
adventurous activities, including high/
low ropes activities; climbing; and 
canoeing

‘Work-ready’ Experiences

Entry Criteria 
Study Programme

GCSE Requirements
School/College

Reference Required

Public 
Services

Public Services Level 2 
Diploma

4 GCSEs at grades 3/D or above, plus English 
language and/or maths at 4/C or above.

Yes 
(or latest report)

Public Services Level 3 
Subsidiary Diploma

5 GCSEs at grade 4/C or above including 
English language and maths, or a Merit in 
Public Services Diploma Level 2 or the Air and 
Defence (Public Services) Diploma Level 2.

Yes 
(or latest report)

COMPUTING

Computing Level 2 
Certificate

4 GCSEs at grade 4/C or above
in English and/or maths.

Yes 
(or latest report)

Computing Level 3 
Extended Diploma

5 GCSEs at grades 4/C or above, including 
English, and a grade 6/B in maths, or a relevant 
Level 2 Diploma at Merit or above.

Yes 
(or latest report)

Business Business Level 3  
Extended Diploma

5 GCSEs at grades 4/C or above including 
English and maths.

Yes 
(or latest report)



HOW DO I APPLY?
Visit www.stamford.ac.uk, search for our Air and Defence courses and click the 
‘Apply Today’ button to submit your application form online.

THEN WHAT HAPPENS?
Our Course Enquiries team will contact you to arrange an interview. You will 
need to bring with you a reference or your most recent school report. Successful 
completion at interview will result in a conditional offer on a programme.

Further details such as induction; enrolment; kit lists and uniform order forms will be 
sent to you during July or August.

HAVE YOU GOT ANY OTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT THE COURSE?
For further information please contact the Course Enquiries team on 01780 484311.

What our 
students say

I always wanted a career in the RAF but was unsure on what to 
do, and how to achieve that. When I saw this course, I knew it was 

perfect for me. The industry visits that you go on to places such as RAF 
Wittering really helped me to understand what roles are out there, not just in 
the RAF, but also in general aviation. Speaking to the professionals who are 
already in the industry was great for me, building my confidence and showing 
me that I can really achieve my dream career. 

Everyone on the course is so friendly and welcoming and it’s like a family. The 
lecturers are always there on hand if you need them for support with 

anything. I’m now really confident about my future and I’m so pleased I 
chose to complete this course. 

The Air & Defence course has allowed me to grow and has helped to 
build my confidence. The course has also really helped me to develop 

my leadership and communication skills which has really helped me when 
applying to careers in the RAF. The course gives you a wide insight into how the 
RAF works and shows you how to apply and what career opportunities  

are available. 

I’m so pleased I chose to do this course and without it, I wouldn’t be where 
am I today. I know that with the support of New College Stamford and the 

Air & Defence team, I will achieve my dream role of working in the RAF.

Euan

Alisha



September

January

May

• National Citizenship Service - 
activity weekend residential

• Station visit – RAF Cranwell 
initial engagement

• Station visit – RAF Wittering 
(initial fitness test)

• Station visit – RAF Wittering 
(fitness test)

• Armed forces careers office 
- careers guidance & start of  
medical/selection interviews 

• Visit – industrial partner (BAE 
systems)

• Station visit – RAF Wittering 
(fitness test)

• Station visit – RAF Halton 
(pre-recruit training course)

• Matriculation - Lincoln 
Cathedral

• Station visit – RAF Wittering 
(RAF challenge cup)

• Armed forces careers office - 
initial visit to NCS

• Station visit - RAF  Honnington 
(force protection)

• Armed forces careers office 
– visit continued careers 
guidance & selection

• Graduation

• Station visit – RAF Marham 
(main operating base)

• Station visit – RAF Cosford & 
museum (overnight)

• Station visit – RAF Wittering 
(fitness test)

• Station visit – RAF Carnwell 
(adventure training fitness & 
swim test)

• Station visit – RAF Wittering 
(project work)

• Station visit - RAF Wittering 
(logistics)

• Armed forces careers office – 
airman selection tests

• Station visit – RAF Scampton 
(Red Arrows)

• Crickhowell adventure training 
residential

october

February

June

November

MarchDecember

April

Enrichment
Time line

The curriculum for the Air & Defence College is packed with 
enrichment activities ranging from expert guest speakers 
from our industry partners, to exciting visits to RAF bases and 
industry workplaces, along with residential visits and adventure 
training. Above is just a flavour of the programme.



Email: enquiries@stamford.ac.uk 
Facebook: @newcollegestamford
Twitter: @newcollegestamf 

New College Stamford, Drift Road, 
Stamford, Lincolnshire, PE91XA
Telephone: 01780 484311

www.stamford.ac.uk


