
MY SUMMER WORK

A Level History



The summer work for History at NSCG involves three main tasks (instructions later in this document):

• Define key terms essential to your understanding of the first module taught as part of NSCG’s History 

programme.

• Read three chapters relevant to this module to develop your historical understanding & to begin to practice 

effective study skills.

• Begin preliminary work on your History coursework. 

History is a demanding subject at A-Level, and requires (and rewards) serious independent study in a way you 

may not be used to from GCSE. 

The exam boards expect you to be reading far beyond the basic A-Level textbooks (indeed, the exam board has 

set questions in the past which would be impossible to pass from information within only the basic texts). A chief 

examiner for OCR A-Level History has stated that “you cannot make much progress with your history studies 

unless you are willing to read.” Independent reading is essential to studying History at this level, and if you are 

not prepared to do this then A-level History is not the course for you.   

This summer work seeks to help you develop the core skills essential to achieving highly in A-Level History, and 

to gain an idea about what studying History at NSCG involves.

You do not need to buy any books, as the most important text  is available as an e-book from the College’s 

library, and the rest of the reading essential to the programme is available through the College’s online learning 

platform, I-Site. Suggested introductory reading for the module we’ll begin in September will be discussed later in 

this document. 

INTRODUCTION



If you want to buy a book to support your study of History, the most important by far is Nicholas Fellows’ 
book Aiming for an A in History (ISBN – 978-1510429239, RRP £9.99). Nicholas Fellows is a senior 
examiner for OCR A-Level History, and here he sets out thoroughly the demands and expectations of A-
Level History, and gives excellent practical advice about how to be a more effective and successful History 
student. 

Following the advice in this book will provide the grounding for a successful, and hopefully more enjoyable, 
programme of study. 

Introduction to the Popular Culture and The Withcraze Module

The Popular Culture and the Witchcraze module looks at the themes of popular culture (i.e. how normal 
people lived their lives) and witchcraft and witch-hunting across Europe from c.1480-1715.

The module requires you to see the bigger picture of the general trends and norms, but also understand 
the variations and the reasons for them. 

These might be variations between countries (England, Scotland, France, Germany…), between religions 
(Protestantism, Catholicism, Orthodoxy…) or within countries (towns versus the countryside, men versus 
women, rich versus poor…).  

The extracts you need to read for Task 3 begin to introduce some of these differences / variations, and the 
reasons for them. This module requires you to be able to understand why things were different in different 
areas, and how and why things changed over time. You’ll need to look out for this in this preliminary 
reading. 



This module is very large (it’s 40% of your entire History A-Level), and goes far beyond any one 
text. 

However, you may choose to purchase your own copies of the main texts used for teaching the 
module, though this is not compulsory. The most useful books initially are: 

Brian Levack, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe
• This is a more advanced text and recommended for those who want to engage in the detail 

of the module and perhaps pursue the higher grades.
• The latest version of the book is the 4th edition. Earlier editions are still OK, and are 

generally available relatively cheaply 2nd hand. 

Alan Farmer, The Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th Centuries
• The college library provides this as an e-book to all enrolled students. 
• There are two editions to this book. They are very similar in terms of content, but the 

examination advice in the 2nd edition is more up to date. 
• This book provides an accessible overview to the key areas of the module, but is less 

developed than the Brian Levack book.

Nicholas Fellows and Katherine Fellows, OCR A-level History: Popular Culture and the 
Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th Centuries 

• This is a shorter ‘revision guide’ style book. It’s less detailed, but provides a very useful 
overview of the basic knowledge essential to the module 

If you want to extend your understanding, and really get to grips with specific areas of the course, 
please feel free to contact the History teaching staff if you want advice. 



• On the below link you will be able to find:

- History Summer Work – Overview and Instructions are  – This 
document will give you in depth instructions on your summer work 
(these are also contained on these slides).

- And also

- Reading 1 

- Reading 2

- Reading 3

• http://bit.ly/newcastlesummerwork



TASK 1

These are all key pieces of terminology which you’ll need to understand. Many of them do have a Wikipedia page 
associated with them which might prove a useful starting point. 

You need to be able to understand and define all these terms, writing out a definition and summary to help you 
remember what they mean. 

Some of the terms are technical terms which require only a short definition to underpin your understanding (e.g. 
apostasy, heresy or maleficium), but some are much broader terms which will reward deeper research into what 
they meant in practice (such as those describing larger social or artistic movements, such as the Reformation, 
the Renaissance or the Enlightenment). It is important record dates & the geographical focus for the terms 
describing specific events or movements, such as the Reformation, Renaissance and Enlightenment. 
• Alchemy
• Apostasy
• Astrology
• Baroque
• Bastard feudalism
• Calvinism
• Carnival 
• The Catholic Church

• Charivari

• The Counter-Reformation

• Chapbook

• Cunning Folk

• Demonology

• Diabolism/Satanism

• The Divine Right of Kings

• Diabolism/Satanism

• The Divine Right of Kings

• Early modern period

• Enclosure

• The Enlightenment

• Feudalism

• Grace (in the Christian sense)

• Guild

• Heresy

• Indulgence (in the Roman 

Catholic sense)

• Inquisition

• Late Mediaeval Period / Late 

Middle Ages

• Limbo  (in the Roman 

Catholic sense)

• Little Ice Age / Mini Ice Age

• Lutheranism

• Maleficium (sorcery)

• Millenarianism

• Misogyny

• The Orthodox Church

• The Papacy

• Predestination

• Protestantism

• Purgatory (in the Roman 

Catholic sense)

• Puritanism

• The Reformation

• The Renaissance

• Ritual magic (sometimes 

called ceremonial or high 

magic)

• Serfdom

• Superstition

• Witchcraft



• Task 2 requires you to read give chapters, one each from three books, which relate to the 
Popular Culture and the Witchcraze module. 

• The reason you are carrying this out is to:

• Practice the independent study skills you will need to use to undertake successfully your A 
Level History programme, building on what you have done for Task 1. 

• Provide a solid factual basis to some of the key issues of the module

• Remember to take note of variations between different regions, faiths, genders, etc. as 
mentioned previously

• What follows is the key pieces of information you need to take from the three extracts. 

• You might find it useful to highlight the chapters & make short notes in the margins as you 
go before writing up your notes in full. Make sure you know what you are looking for 
before you start reading the chapter by reading the following lists of questions carefully 
first.  

TASK 2



• Extract 1 – Taken from Merry Wiesner-Hanks, Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe

• What reasons explain the upsurge in witch-hunting in early-modern Europe? Clearly summarise all the reasons which Wiesner-

Hanks gives for an increase

• What were the reasons why women were more likely to be victims of witch hunts than men? 

• What were the stereotypical ideas about witches & witchcraft? 

• How did ideas about witches and witchcraft vary from some areas to others? 

• How did the legal processes around witchcraft vary in different countries?

• What were the main differences between smaller and larger scale witch-hunts?

• What reasons can explain the decline of witch-persecution in Europe?

• Extract 2 – Taken from Merry Wiesner-Hanks, Early Modern Europe, 1450-1789

• What were the main ideas around the human body and health in the early-modern period? What were the main ideas about 

gender & the differences between men and women?

• What were diets like in the period? How did they vary for different groups?

• What were children’s lives like? What marked the movement into adulthood? How did this vary for males and females?

• What were early-modern ideas about sexuality? How did this vary between different groups? How did this vary between males 

and females?

• What were the functions & ideas about of marriage in this period? How did these vary from place to place and between different 

groups? What were the similarities?

• What were the social and economic implications of the death of a spouse? How did these vary between males and females?

• What were the rituals and beliefs around death in this period? What did different groups believe about what happened to the 

deceased? How did these vary between groups?

• What were family and household structures like? How did inheritance work? How did this vary between regions? What were the 

ideas around family in this period?

• What were confraternities, and what role did they have? 

• What were guilds? What role did they have?



• Extract 3 – Alison Rowlands, ‘The Condition of Life for the Masses’, taken from Euan Cameron, 

Early Modern Europe: An Oxford History

• What were the ideas about social stratification & hierarchy in this period?

• How was peasant life & household organised? How did this vary between men & women?

• What were the rituals and practices around peasant marriage? 

• What were the practices and beliefs around children and childbirth?

• What were the main causes of death in this period?

• What were the different means of coping with hardship available to peasants?

• What role did the village & village organisations have in the role of peasants? How did the role of village 

organisations differ for men and women? 

• What was the relationship between peasants and lords? How did these vary between regions?

• How and why was peasant life changing in the early modern period? Why were things generally getting 

worse for most commoners? How did things vary between regions?

• Which peasants benefited from the changes and why?

• What were the consequences for change for those who lost out? How did social divisions change in this 

period?

• How did social change impact on urban areas?

• How & in what ways were people’s lives different in urban areas different compared to rural areas? 

• What role did guilds have in urban life? What role did women have in guilds?

• Why was life in urban areas getting worse for many people? How were the urban poor treated? 



• Task 3 – An Introduction to History coursework

20% of the A Level History mark is for coursework, which takes the form of a 4000 word research essay on a topic of your 

choice. It requires you to read a range of books by historians on a topic and access a range of primary sources to support your 

research. 

We allow students to do their History coursework on any aspect of History – it’s completely up to you! We’ve had experience of 

students looking at all manner of subjects from Ancient Egypt to Tony Blair in the past. We give students this freedom to choose

because the coursework is your project. Your lecturers are there to guide you through the process, but you need to do the 

research. It’s really important you choose something you feel passionate about because you’re the one who has to do the 

research to inform the argument.

When you formally start your History course at NSCG, you will work with your History lecturer(s) to fine-tune the focus of your 

History coursework. These questions need to be phrased so as to stimulate academic debate. Previous examples include (but 

are certainly not limited to) the following:

• How far can the outbreak of the Cold War, 1944-48 be explained by a clash of ideologies?

• To what extent can the rise of the Nazis to power in 1933 be explained by the Great Depression?

• Evaluate the reasons for the fall of the Roman Empire in the West

• “The historical reputation of the Vikings in England deserves to be overwhelmingly negative” How far to do you agree with this 

view?

• How far can the outbreak of the Wars of the Roses be explained by the failures of Henry VI?

• Assess the reasons for the defeat of Nazi Germany in WWII

• How far can the enfranchisement of most British women in 1918 be explained by WWI?

• Evaluate the success of Elizabeth I’s religious policy

• How far did British society change in the 1960s?

TASK 3



At this stage, you do not need to formulate a precise question, but you are asked to:

1- Identify the main area(s) of study you want to pursue (e.g. Nazi Germany, the Cold War, the Crusades, inter-war Britain, the 

American Civil War, etc.). At this stage identifying multiple areas & narrowing it down is absolutely fine.

2- Think about what sort of question you’d like to answer (e.g. why did the Cold War end? Why did Hitler come to power? Why did 

the British Empire get so large? How big an impact did the industrial revolution really have? How far did Britain really change in the 

1960s?)

3- Do some preliminary research around this topic (or topics), perhaps with introductory textbooks, or online (websites like 

Wikipedia are very useful for this – and can often provide excellent bibliographies to aid further study). The aim here is to check that 

what you really do want to study the topic you identified & it interests you. If you find it doesn’t really interest you then you should 

repeat steps 1-3 until you’re happy with your topic(s)

• Note – at this stage it’s OK to have more than one topic/question under investigation, and narrow it down to one at a later 

date. 

4- Identify at least one suitably scholarly book (usually, though not necessarily, books written by historians employed by universities) 

which you can access & read it over the summer break.

• Bear in mind that for your coursework you’ll need to read as a minimum six different historians on a topic. You don’t need to 

find at least six yet, but if you cannot find and access them then you won’t be able to access all of the marks available. 

The aim of Task 3 is to set you up for your History coursework. It’s very possible that after some research on your initial topic you 

want to change – that’s fine! It’s important to work this out early when you still have plenty of time to change direction.

OCR, our exam board, provides an independent study guide, which all students are required to read when they begin their 

coursework programme. It is available free online here: https//:www.ocr.uk/images/268432-independent-study-guide-

.pdfhttps://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/268462-independent-study-guide-.pdf, and is well worth reading at this stage to understand the 

demands and expectations of the coursework. 



• For any further assistance regarding A-Level History at NSCG 
please contact:

• Nathan Greenwood (head of History and Politics) –
nathan.greenwood@nscg.ac.uk

• Dr David Bagot (History lecturer) – david.bagot@nscg.ac.uk

• As Dr Bagot teaches at both campuses, and Mr Greenwood 
only teaches at the Newcastle campus, students at the Stafford 
campus are advised to direct their e-mails to Dr Bagot. 

mailto:nathan.greenwood@nscg.ac.uk
mailto:david.bagot@nscg.ac.uk


GET IN TOUCH

FOLLOW OUR COURSE SPECIFIC PAGES HERE:

FOR ANY HELP OR COURSE INFORMATION 
PLEASE EMAIL:

David.bagot@nscg.ac.uk - Stafford

Nathan.greenwood@nscg.ac.uk – Newcastle

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL:

@NSCGNewcastle

@nscgnewcastle

@NSCGNewcastle

/NSCGNewcastle

@NSCGStafford

@nscgstafford

@NSCGStafford

/NSCGStafford

@nscgnewcastle
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http://www.instagram.com/nscgnewcastle
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http://www.instagram.com/nscgstafford
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