
GCSE English Language : Paper 1

Section A : Reading

Focusing on Q4 Evaluation

Section A on your initial assessment will 
have a question which asks you how well a 
writer has written.  In other words, it asks 
you to evaluate the text. 

This presentation will give you some 
suggestions of what you might like to 
consider for this question.
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We’re looking at the
whole extract now

Read the whole extract - at least twice - and remember it’s worth 15

marks

Q4. In this extract there is an attempt to create a sense of

horror.

Evaluate how SUCCESSFULLY the writer has achieved this.

Support your views with detailed reference to the text.

As you read the extract highlight any words or phrases that fill you

with horror!



The Awakening of Frankenstein’s Monster
Victor has finally finished his scientific creation. He has put together a human 
body from various spare body parts, but when he brings the creature to life with 
a mysterious electrical spark, it is not at all what he was expecting. His joy 
reduced to horror, Victor can do nothing but contemplate his atrocity ...

IT WAS on a dreary night of November that I beheld the accomplishment of my 
toils. With an anxiety that almost amounted to agony, collected the instruments 
of life around me, that I might infuse a spark of being into the lifeless thing that 
lay at my feet. It was already one in the morning; the rain pattered dismally 
against the panes, and my candle was nearly burnt out, when, by the glimmer 
of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the creature open; it 
breathed hard, and a convulsive motion agitated its limbs.



How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe, or how delineate the 
wretch whom with such infinite pains and care I had endeavoured to form? His 
limbs were in proportion, and I had selected his features as beautiful. Beautiful! 
-- Great God! His yellow skin scarcely covered the work of muscles and arteries 
beneath; his hair was of a lustrous black, and flowing; his teeth of a pearly 
whiteness; but these luxuriances only formed a more horrid contrast with his 
watery eyes, that seemed almost of the same colour as the dun white sockets in 
which they were set, his shrivelled complexion and straight black lips.

The different accidents of life are not so changeable as the feelings of human 
nature. I had worked hard for nearly two years, for the sole purpose of infusing 
life into an inanimate body. For this I had deprived myself of rest and health.



I had desired it with an ardour that far exceeded moderation; but now that I 
had finished, the beauty of the dream vanished, and breathless horror and 
disgust filled my heart. Unable to endure the aspect of the being I had created, I 
rushed out of the room, continued a long time traversing my bed chamber, 
unable to compose my mind to sleep. At length lassitude succeeded to the 
tumult I had before endured; and I threw myself on the bed in my clothes, 
endeavouring to seek a few moments of forgetfulness. But it was in vain: I slept, 
indeed, but I was disturbed by the wildest dreams. I thought I saw Elizabeth, in 
the bloom of health, walking in the streets of Ingolstadt. Delighted and 
surprised, I embraced her; but as I imprinted the first kiss on her lips, they 
became livid with the hue of death; her features appeared to change, and I 
thought that I held the corpse of my dead mother in my arms; a shroud 
enveloped her form, and I saw the grave-worms crawling in the folds of the 
flannel. 















Spend 30 minutes on this question

Evaluate the text as a whole. Talk about how successfully the text has

been written. Focus on language and structure and mention SITE

when possible.

Setting – where is it/how does this contribute to the time of

day/atmosphere?

Ideas – from language and structure.

Theme – what do you understand from the theme of the text?

Events – how do these events attempt to create a sense of growing

horror throughout?



Here are a few tips and questions to ask yourself :-

How does the narrator describe the setting (the time, the weather) – in the first paragraph? How does this add to

the sense of horror?

What does he mean ‘How can I describe my emotions at this catastrophe’? You could develop this along with the

idea of foreshadowing. What is significant about the first person narrative?

Look at the structure of paragraph 4 - is this significant?

Victor runs away at every opportunity he gets – how effective is this at creating a sense of horror?

Challenge :What is significant about the past tense verb conceived? Could this refer to life? Explain

How does the use of an imperative sentence Oh! add to the horror?

In paragraph three the horror gets too much for Victor and he runs away – does this add any sense of horror

to the extract? Explain.

He refers to his creation in many different ways – how is this significant?

What is significant about the colour yellow ? Could this by a symbol? Explain.



You could use the PEE table

to help plan your response



‘ breathless horror and disgust filled my heart’
Zoom into these words and talk about the meanings.

You are evaluating/commenting on/making a judgement on how successful the text is, throughout your response.

REMEMBER
USE evaluative language/TERMINOLOGY : PECS

POWERFULLY

EFFECTIVELY

CLEARLY

SUCCESFULLY/SKILFULLY


