
MY SUMMER WORK

Musical Theatre



TASK

Initial Skills Audit
 Rate yourself using (Red, Amber, Green) as to how 

confident you feel currently with the skills and 
techniques listed below

 Use the comment box to evidence where you have used 
that particular skill already through your learning. Eg in 

a school/ amateur production/singing lesson etc

Discipline Skill R/A/G Rating Comments          

Singing 
Techniques

Vocal quality eg 
pitch, tone, 
projection
Use of singing styles 
eg pop, rock, light 
opera
Word painting

Characterization in 
music
Response to musical 
direction

Dance Techniques Movement accuracy

Use of space and 
relationships
Use of dance styles 
eg tap, jazz etc
Characterisation in 
dance
Movement memory

Acting 
Techniques

Vocal and 
projection skills
Character 
development

Use of appropriate 
acting styles eg 
naturalism
Acting skills within 
musical numbers
Responding to 
direction



TASK

“It’s time to trust my instincts, close my eyes and leap”

(Wicked)

What is your favorite Musical and why?

Comment on the following:

1) What are the constituent features for the show, e.g. style 
of the music, use of movement and dance, plot, 

characters, other interesting characteristics? 

2) What are the show-stopping numbers?

3)  What is your opinion of the show? 

4) What is the musical about? (Write a brief synopsis of the 
plot)



TASK

Monologue Mayhem!
Task 1: Choose a monologue from the 2 below and annotate it in terms of age, 

physicalisation, background, relationships, appearance, characterization and vocalization.

Task 2: Learn one of the monologues and perform, film yourself and then evaluate.

Miss Trunchbull
Sometimes in life, horrible and unexplainable things 
happen.
These things are a test of character. And I have 
character! I expect you’re wondering what I’m talking 
about? A child came to my house. I don’t know how, I 
don’t know when, I don’t know why. But I know a child 
came. So, did you know it was illegal to enter someone’s 
home without their permission? 
Do any of you recognize …. this? (She holds up a ribbon) 
Let's play a little game, shall we?!? Who was wearing a 
pretty red hair ribbon yesterday and isn't wearing one 
today? Can you answer me that? Who does this 
disgusting ribbon belong to?

Shrek
Once upon a time there was a little ogre named 
Shrek, who lived with his parents in a bog by a tree. 
It was a pretty nasty place, but he was happy 
because ogres like nasty. On his 7th birthday the 
little ogre’s parents sat him down to talk, just as all 
ogre parents had for hundreds of years before. Ahh, 
I know it’s sad, very sad, but ogres are used to that –
the hardships, the indignities. And so the little ogre 
went on his way and found a perfectly rancid swamp 
far away from civilization. And whenever a mob 
came along to attack him he knew exactly what to 
do. Rooooooaaaaar! Hahahaha!

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffever.imgix.net%2Fplan%2Fphoto%2F5cbabfba-56eb-11e9-b555-064931504376.png%3Fauto%3Dcompress%26auto%3Dformat%26fm%3Djpg%26w%3D550%26h%3D550&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffeverup.com%2Fm%2F74595&tbnid=8kyzS5LeduekPM&vet=12ahUKEwi-z_KBsP7oAhVPgRoKHZqsAL4QMygHegUIARCsAg..i&docid=QPdqkrm3bxT9xM&w=550&h=550&q=matilda%20the%20musical&safe=active&ved=2ahUKEwi-z_KBsP7oAhVPgRoKHZqsAL4QMygHegUIARCsAg


TASK

Self Evaluation

How well did you perform the 
monologue using specific acting skills?

What was your weakness during this 
performance?

How do you intend to improve if you 
were to do a final performance?



TASK

Dance
Using the link below learn the ‘Hot Honey Rag’ from Chicago which is 
the official Broadway audition dance and then film your 
performance.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6rsDZpUxZ8

Acting through song
Using the link below take notes from Kerry Ellis masterclass on acting 
through song. Then choose your own song from a musical and apply 
those techniques. Film your performance

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ORZO1FLuAA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6rsDZpUxZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ORZO1FLuAA


TASK

Timeline of Musical Theatre

Read the timeline carefully and then using the information on the last page, cut out the text and fill in 
the blanks.



TASK

Timeline of Musical Theatre continued



TASK

Timeline of Musical Theatre continued



TASK

Timeline of Musical Theatre continued

Use these answers to fill in the blank boxes for the Musical Theatre of Timeline task. 

 Irving Berlin – Annie get 
Your Gun (1946) 

Adaptations and Inspiration: In more recent years, 
films have been adapted into musicals, such as The 
Lion King (1997) based on the Disney film of the same 
name.  Also, musicals have been made out of the 
careers of famous musicians, such as We Will Rock You
(2002) based on the songs of Queen, and Mamma Mia
(1999) based on the songs of Abba.

H.M.S Pinafore
(1878)

The ‘Roaring Twenties’ and 1930s:
The 1920s and 30s saw a huge boom in musicals and 
theatre productions.  Theatre at this time was one of 
the main forms of entertainment.  This pre-war era was 
when musicals were beginning  to look and sound like 
the musicals we still have today, but the songs and 
dance weren’t usually related to the plot (if there was 
one!)

 Many Disney films are done 
in the style of musicals 
(1937-present day). 

Rock Musicals: These are musicals with 
rock music in them, such as Hair (1967) 
and Grease (1971).  These were very 
influenced by popular culture.

The Mikado
(1885)

Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II wrote 
Oklahoma! in 1943, and this was the first musical to 
combine a plot with music and dance which moved 
the story forward.  They had a long, successful 
careers working together and some of their more 
famous works include The King and I (1951) and The 
Sound of Music (1959).

George Gershwin was a composer of classical 
and popular music as well as musical theatre.  
He was heavily influenced by Jazz, and wrote 
Porgy and Bess in 1935.



USEFUL LINKS & RESOURCES

www.artslynx.org/theatre/musicals.htm Artslynx Internationals Arts Resources – Musical

Theatre Resources.

www.dresscircle.co.uk Dress Circle On-line Musical Theatre Shop

www.samuelfrench-london.co.uk Samuel French – play publishers, theatre booksellers and 
play leasing agents

www.stageplays.co.uk StagePlays – offers play currently published in the

English language, arranged primarily for those looking for plays for performance

https://www.liveabout.com/jazz-dance-basics-1007436- jazz dance basics

https://www.liveabout.com/jazz-dance-basics-1007436-


READING LISTS

 Musical Theatre- A History by John Kenrick (2008)

 Acting in Musical theatre: A comprehensive course by Joe Deer, Roco Dal Vera (2016)

 Our Musicals, ourselves: A social History of American Musical Theatre W Hoffman (theatre journal 2005)

 Hamilton: An American Musical, S walsh- theatre journal (2016)

 From Bharata Natyam to Bop: Jack Coles modern jazz dance. Cv Hill- dance research journal (2001)- Cambridge

 Graeme Pickering- 50 tips to audition success (2020)

 Directing in musical theatre: an essential guide. J Deer (2014)

 Auditioning for musical theatre. F Silver (1985)

 Conditioning for dance. Franklin. E (2004)

 Studies in Musical Theatre – Editors: Dominic Symonds & George Burrows, University of Portsmouth. ISSN 17503159 

(www.intellectbooks.co.uk/journals)

 Ostwald D F – Acting for Singers: Creating Believable Singing Characters (Oxford University Press, 2005) ISBN 9780195145403

 Striving for perfection or creativity- a dancers dilemma. Sanna M Nordin Bates (2019)

 Wessel-Therhorn D – Jazz Dance Training (Meyer and Meyer Sports Books, 2000) Wessel-Therhorn D – Jazz Dance Training 

(Meyer and Meyer Sports Books, 2000)

 Goodman Kraines M and Pryer E – Jump into Jazz: The Basics and Beyond for Jazz Dance Students, 5th Edition

(Mcgraw Hill Higher Education, 2004)



WORK EXPERIENCE

Work Experience

It is currently a requirement, that every student will 
need to complete at least 3 days of work experience.

Gaining meaningful work experience is very important, 
especially in the Performing Arts Industry where your 
network of contacts can be crucial to you gaining 
future employment.

Your task is to explore potential opportunities to 
organise works experience for next year. You could 
research using google, Facebook, Instagram etc.  

Collate your research in to a 
table so that you can clearly 
see the workplaces and roles 
you could undertake within 
each them relevant to the 

industry. 



GET IN TOUCH

FOLLOW OUR COURSE SPECIFIC PAGES HERE:

FOR ANY HELP OR COURSE 
INFORMATION PLEASE EMAIL:

PerformingArts@nscg.ac.uk

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL:

@NSCGNewcastle

@nscgnewcastle

@NSCGNewcastle

/NSCGNewcastle

@NSCGStafford

@nscgstafford

@NSCGStafford

/NSCGStafford

@NSCGPAC

www.facebook.com/nscgpac

mailto:performingarts@nscg.ac.uk
http://www.facebook.com/NSCGNewcastle
http://www.instagram.com/nscgnewcastle
http://www.twitter.com/NSCGNewcastle
http://www.youtube.com/NSCGNewcastle
http://www.facebook.com/NSCGStafford
http://www.instagram.com/nscgstafford
http://www.twitter.com/NSCGStafford
http://www.youtube.com/NSCGStafford
http://www.facebook.com/NSCGNewcastle
http://www.facebook.com/nscgpac

