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Overview 

Summer is the time to chill and listen to influential music with the aim to 
escape before the busy times ahead. To encapsulate those feelings, we 
would like you to collect and record imagery & memorabilia associated 
with a variety of album covers in preparation towards your first project at 
Newcastle under Lyme College.  
 
You must form a collection of associated material; sketches, flyers, 
postcards, record sleeves, magazine cuttings, screen shots, fanzines, 
badges etc. to bring into college on 7th September 2022.  

The aim is to produce research and source material, identifying a variety of 
styles and production techniques in order to inform development and 
creation of your own vinyl sleeve and CD package as an outcome for your 
first project. 
 

Brief Summary 

Research/Informing Ideas  
Over the summer, we want you to collect as many examples of good 
album cover art as you can. Write down why you think this album cover is 
good? How was it made? Is it just the cover, or the whole package that you 
find interesting? What style of typeface is used and how does it work with 
the image(s)? Look at the links on this brief, try to get examples of 
good/innovative design and not just bands/artists you like.  
 
Idea Generation/Problem Solving  
Through your research you should have established some layouts, 
techniques and artists that you find interesting. Start to sketch out 
potential ideas in a square format. We would expect to see at least 8 
radically different approaches to your designs and a clear link between 
your research and your intended ideas. 

We will go through the full brief and expectations during your first weeks 
in September. For now, focus on collecting images, coming up with ideas, 
producing sketches and listening to good music!  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding what is being asked of 
you, please email: david.burgess@nscg.ac.uk 
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Resources: 
Our Pinterest Board:  
https://uk.pinterest.com/edgim2107/music-by-design 
 

 
 
 
Useful Links: 
https://www.nme.com/photos/50-iconic-indie-album-covers-the-fascinating-stories-behind-the-
sleeves-1429676 
 

 
 
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-lists/readers-poll-the-best-album-covers-of-all-time-
10324/10-the-velvet-underground-the-velvet-underground-nico-256611/ 
 

 
 
 
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/stories/the-100-greatest-album-covers/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 


