
MY SUMMER WORK

A Level English Language



Welcome

During the opening weeks of your course you will be sitting an initial assessment, and the following 
summer tasks aim to prepare you for responding to that assessment. 

The assessment will take the form of a paper 1 question 1 task. Which is always set with the 
following instruction: Analyse how Text A uses language to create meanings and representations.

Essentially what the question is asking you to do is look at an unseen text and analyse its use of 
language and seek to explain why those choices in language use may have been made based on the 

context of the text’s production and reception. It shares many similarities to some of your GCSE 
questions where you are asked to do the same, but with the move up to A-Level you will be expected 

to apply a much broader array of terminology and develop your ideas in more detail. 

Over the course of your studies you will learn a wide range of new terminology, some of these terms 
are on the attached worksheet. You might already know some of these but others will be new to you 

and will help you in responding to that initial assessment. 



Tasks

Please ensure that you do the following over summer:

1. Read through the David Crystal chapter you will have received on the experience day and write a brief 
summary of the differences between GCSE and A level that you will have spotted.

2. Complete the worksheet using the internet and any reference books to support your understanding of the 
terminology where necessary. Please keep a copy of your work as your teacher will want to see it either 
electronically or in a hard copy.

3.    Look at the example unseen text and response which shows you the style and form of a high-grade 
response to question 1.

4. Once you have looked at the example response look at the NSPCC text. Write a response to it using the 
terms (where applicable) on the worksheet.

4. You will also find it useful to explore the AQA website and look at other example papers and examiner 
response, and you can extend your learning by practicing responses based on further texts available there: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-language-7701-7702/assessment-resources

Everything you need to complete the above tasks can be found at: http://bit.ly/newcastlesummerwork



USEFUL LINKS & RESOURCES

On the below link you will be able to find:

- Summer Work Overview

- Worksheet

- NHS Text

- Example text and response 

http://bit.ly/newcastlesummerwork



GET IN TOUCH

FOLLOW OUR COURSE SPECIFIC PAGES HERE:

FOR ANY HELP OR COURSE 
INFORMATION PLEASE EMAIL:

Stuart.last@nscg.ac.uk

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL:

@NSCGNewcastle

@nscgnewcastle

@NSCGNewcastle

/NSCGNewcastle

@NSCGStafford

@nscgstafford

@NSCGStafford

/NSCGStafford

@nscgnewcastle

http://www.facebook.com/NSCGNewcastle
http://www.instagram.com/nscgnewcastle
http://www.twitter.com/NSCGNewcastle
http://www.youtube.com/NSCGNewcastle
http://www.facebook.com/NSCGStafford
http://www.instagram.com/nscgstafford
http://www.twitter.com/NSCGStafford
http://www.youtube.com/NSCGStafford

