
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 

WITT O’BRIEN’S EXPANDS CRISIS COMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICES WITH ACQUISITION OF NAVIGATE 

 
WASHINGTON, DC / LONDON / SINGAPORE, February 26, 2020 Witt O’Brien’s, LLC, 
a subsidiary of SEACOR Holdings Inc. (NYSE: CKH) (“SEACOR”), announced today 
the acquisition of the maritime crisis and corporate communications agencies 
Navigate PR Ltd, Navigate Response Ltd, Navigate Response Asia Pte Ltd and Helix 
Media Pte Ltd. (together known as “Navigate”).  

Witt O’Brien’s specializes in crisis and emergency management for both governments 
and corporations, worldwide. It is a market leader in maritime emergency 
management, supporting more than 11,000 vessels trading in US waters. Navigate 
is a leader in crisis and strategic communications for the global maritime sector. 
Based in London and Singapore, the group supports the owners and managers of 
more than 4,000 vessels across several asset classes. It also supports leading 
maritime organizations with a wide range of corporate communications services.  

“This acquisition broadens our support for the maritime industry at a critical time,” 
said Tim Whipple, chief executive officer of Witt O’Brien’s. “Ship owners and 
managers face an evolving range of disruptions that can put their operations and 
reputations at risk. These include disease pandemics, cyber-attack, hurricanes, and 
oil spills. We believe the best approach is to integrate outstanding emergency 
management with effective crisis communications.  

“We’ve partnered with Navigate for two years, so we have a strong working 
relationship. While our initial focus will remain in the maritime sector, we see 
significant potential to grow our combined offerings in both the private and public 
sectors. We’re delighted to welcome the Navigate team to our family of businesses.”  

Navigate’s founders Mike Elsom, Bill Lines in London and Ed Ion in Singapore will 
continue in leadership roles. They will report to Managing Director Sean Fitzgerald, a 
communications industry veteran who joined Witt O’Brien’s in 2019, following a 
career in increasingly senior positions at Ketchum, the global corporate 
communications agency, as well as Mattel and Levi Strauss. 

Navigate’s Bill Lines added: “This initiative represents a shipping industry first: the 
integration of world-class crisis management with a global crisis communications and 
reputation management capacity, in one seamless offering. Witt O’Brien’s shares our 
commitment to innovation and resiliency in the maritime sector. We are hugely 
excited about the future and look forward to serving our clients as one team.”   
 

https://www.wittobriens.com/
http://www.seacorholdings.com/
https://ir.seacorholdings.com/stock-information/quote


* * * * * 
 
 
About Witt O’Brien’s 

Witt O’Brien’s is the world leader in crisis and emergency management. We help 
protect our clients by preparing for all types of business disruption. If disaster strikes, 
we deploy in a matter of hours to help them respond and recover as quickly as 
possible. Witt O’Brien’s is a subsidiary of SEACOR Holdings Inc. To learn more about 
us, please visit wittobriens.com. 

About Navigate 
Navigate is a leader in crisis communications and reputation management for the 
global maritime industry. Based in London and Singapore, Navigate maintains an 
integrated network of crisis and strategic communications experts in 43 locations 
worldwide. To learn more, visit www.navigateresponse.com, www.navigatepr.com 
and www.helixpr.asia. 

About SEACOR Holdings 
SEACOR Holdings Inc. is a diversified holding company with interests in domestic and 
international transportation and logistics, crisis and emergency management, and 
clean fuel and power solutions. SEACOR is publicly traded on the New York Stock 
Exchange under the symbol CKH. 
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Heather Stickler 
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