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Editorial 

rey matters ... 
We all grow up believing in the world 

around us. We accept certain realities because 
they just are - they existed long before we 
did, and continue to do so and when we 
question them, authoritarian voices rear their 
status-quo heads. We are confronted with 
issues, bombarded with information, and at 
times, shaken out of our complacencies, but 
- somewhere we still say to ourselves - 'that 
doesn't affect me, it's not a part of my reality.' 
Do we, as individuals, realise that we make 
up our own realities, define our own spaces, 
create our own world? It is only through a 
process of questioning, of wanting to explore, 
of being able to link seemingly unconnected 
issues that makes one see beyond the mere 
black and white into the shades of grey in
between. These concerns are a part of our 
reality and we choose to be either active 
participants or silent spectators. 

We have tried to explore these issues that 
do get covered but perhaps remain uncovered. 
Each issue that we covered, we found two 
or more sides to it-forming the link between 
these diverse factions was our aim. There is 
no question that has one answer, one truth, 
one shade of colour. While there may be white 
lies and black humour, they exist under the 
grey skies of our perceptions. 

Student politics, teenage suicide, 
Mumbai's Mafia, dance bars, decaying mills, 
coercive contraception, loopholes in the law, 
commercialisation of greed - pardon the 
cliche, but there is more to these than what has 
been presented by the media. And we were 
no different in the end. Where do we begin 
from, progress and end? There is so much we 
didn't say or cover, or rather, couldn't. The 
issues are vast, information colossal,our choices 
confined, the space to present limited. So is 
our current ability. 

No answer or solution has yet been given, 
or can be given. There are no clear 
demarcations between individuals, city and 
society. They might be ambiguous but there is 
a certain order in ambiguity. They have distinct 
personalities of their own. Ambiguity is within 
us. At this stage, when we are trying to make 
sense of the world ourselves, being exposed 
to different points of view creates a shift in 
perspectives, becoming our present reality. 
Though this present reality for us remains at 
an intellectual level, yet, we should endeavour 
to internalise and act upon it. While it may add 
to our confusion, it is more important to 
remember that, eventually, out of confusion 
arises clarity. 
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for rg tt W al m;&' Out Loud r.I 
You t h 

TheEfl7ergen~broughtoutthebest 

speeches of Che G~evara, Mao 
Ze Dong, and Marx. For most 
of the collegiate generation of 
the 1970s, it was a time of life
defining moments. 

The Mumbai University 
had a very interesting congre
gation of its staff members 
on December 19, 2000. No, 
it was not to upgrade thesyl
labus or pay up pending sala
ries to their teachers. Theywere 
extremely concerned about the 
state of the Italian stained glass 
of the University buildings. 
Heritage and need to conserve 
cultural symbols were 
discussed at length. They were 
there also to 'discuss' the ban
ning of student protests. This 
would become legally possi
ble if the University invoked 
Article 144 of the 

activisfl7. Sadly, today no trace of that 
refl7ains. Ranjini Rafl7aswafl7Y recalls the 
golden years of student activisfl7. 

In a retrospective issue of 
The Agenda, Chandan Mitra, one 
of the student activists against 
the Emergency Rule that was 
imposed by Indira Gandhi on 
June 25, 1975, says, "I never 
wanted to be an anti-Emer
gency crusader, let alone a hero. 
But authoritarianism is a phe
nomenon that cannot afford to 
leave anyone untouched. We 
were simply wide-eyed stu
dents those days. Anguished 
but not outraged till the EmerConstitution. 

Dr. Balchandra Mungekar, Vice 
Chancellor of the Mumbai University, 
was 'compelled' to resort to such a dras
tic measure because he felt that recent 
demonstrations had led to widespread 
destruction of over 75,000 rupees worth 
of government heritage property. 
Though no formal ruling has been made, 
if Article 144 is invoked, it would imply 
that any protest within 100 metres of the 

to morchas after board results to reduce 
cut-off. If there is a generation that is 
completely apolitical and career-oriented, 
it will be the present college-going one. 

On most college campuses in 
Mumbai, there is not a whiff of political 
activity or even debate. Student Unions 
are comprised of hand-picked high 
achievers and organisers who dole out 
annual show stoppers for Teacher's Day, 

gency began to singe us too." He later 
adds, almost as an afterthought, "I wasn't 
a crusader but I cannot forget how the 
eyes of my then girlfriend glowed as I 
passionately poured out my angst against 
the totalitarian set up!" 

The romance of battling out ideo
logical truths was unsurpassable. The cam
pus intellectuals of that era had, almost 
always, leftist leanings. This was especially 

university premises would be 
unconstitutional. But isn't the 
right to protest and critique the 
establishment an integral part of 
the democratic system? 

For most Ml1111bai collegians, political 
:lctivisl11 is restricted to 1110rclws <lfter bOilrd 

results to reduce cut off. 

true of campuses like JNU and 
Delhi University. Activists like 
the present Defense Minister 
George Fernandes gained a lot 

''Who cares?" asks Rajeev Shah of 
Mithibai College, nonchalantly. "It is not 
as if we really fight for anything really. 
How many student-run protests have you 
seen anyway? Heck, we hardly even at
tend college. We have enough on our 
hands trying to deal with our studies." 
Rajeev is not alone. For most Mumbai 
collegians, political activism is restricted 

Pink and Blue Day and, for the remark
ably entrepreneurial ones, a Kaleidoscope 
or a Malhar, roping in sponsorships 
worth lakhs of rupees. Corporate logos 
of MNCs colourfully adorn everything 
from T-shirt and baseball caps to giant 
hoarding. 

A very different scene to that of the 
collegian who carried jho/as, discussing 

of political mileage due to the 
Emergency. They displayed a certain sense 
of leadership. They became legends in 
their time. Where are ours? 

States with staunch leftistleanings like 
Kerala and West Bengal still have strong 
student representation and activism. But 
post cold war and the restructuring of 
global geopolitical positions have seen to 
the sudden invasion of capitalistic 
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tendencies. This is only obvious in a com
mercial capital like Mumbai. 

by many students to make that difference. 
Their greatest problem, however, is lack 
of organisation. As a makeshift solution, 
they are often 

age died down. 
The role of mass media in making 

puppets out of an entire student genera-
tion cannot be undermined. 

Strangely enough, organisations like 
the Akhil Bharatiya Vishwa Parishad 
(ABVP), Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), 
and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) have started capitalising on this frag
mented political ethos. While once upon 
a time student elections used to be won 
on the basis of student agendas, today 
they are being won on the basis of the 
agendas borrowed from their pet 
political parties. In JNU last year, the BJP 
student party won on the basis of the po
litical agenda of the BJP. 

conned into 
false prom
ises of new 
corpora te 
backed politi
cal agencies 
and struc
tures. 

The role of mass mcdi;1 

in I1J:1kin/: puppets out of 

<In entire student /:ene/,;I
tion C;I11110t be under
l11ined. Most of the 

newspapers ;l11d tcleli-

Most of the newspapers and 
television shows are comfort
ably pro-establishment and 
there is no impetus given to 
fighting for the right causes. 

What are the right causes 
anyway? 

''Why not?" demands 23-year-old 
Gitanjali Parekh, the daughter of an in
dustrialist. ''Most parties like the BJP and 
the RSS are unnecessarily maligned. I am 
a Hindu. So what's wrong if I want to 
follow the ethos of a Hindu party? Also 
I feel that that leaders like Arun Jaiteley 
and Advani are the leaders of tomorrow. 
I make it a point to attend all the rallies 
ofBJP and speeches of the same at the 
Indian Merchants Chambers in the Fort 

Two 
years ago, an 
organisation 
called Vox 
Populi was 
established in 

sion shows arc cOlnfort

ab{v pro-establishment 
;l11d there is no iJnpetw; 
triven to /iohtino' fi)J' the 

t-J J-J (.~ 

Was the Mandal Com
mission with thousands of 
students immolating them
selves a just cause for a fight? 
Or are we merely finding ex-

area." 
Gitanjali 

feels that most 
people do not 
have the right 
to criticise her 
political lean
ings. "Every
one has a right 
to their beliefs. 
Who are they 
to talk when 
they haven't 
even been to a 
single rally and 
haven't voted 
even once! 

right cllIses. 

order to help 
students voice their opinions to the State 
Government ofMaharashtra. 

Colleges would elect their 'MPs' into 
power and these would be their mouth
piece in voicing their grievances to the 
government. The government would also, 
in turn, address problems of the state to 
Vox Populi for them to suggest solutions. 

Student Unions ;Ire C0111-

prised o[Jwl1d-picked 

hi/:h achievers ;lnd 
org':lnisers ,,1]() doic out 

;l11nll<ll show stoppers fiJI' 

Tcachers d"y, Pink ;l11d 
Blue dm' and fiJI' the 
rel1J:1rk;lb{, ' entnpre

neurialones, a 

K;t!eidoscope 01' Mal/wI', 

roping in sponsorships 

worth l;lkhs of rupees. 

The plan sounds sym
biotic enough but the organi
sation crumbled to a few 
members within a month of 
its inception. This was in spite 
of adequate media cover
age. There were two prob
lems. 

Firstly, the organisation 
was backed by a rich NRI 
support group with impor
tant interests in investments 
and real estate in India. Thus, 
the motive for starting such 
an organisation itself is ques-
tionable. 

They act like I have a wrong opinion when 
they don't even have an opinion." 

Secondly, after the first few months 
of passionate debate, a lot of the initial 
enthusiasm fettered away as academic 
pursuits took priority and media cover-

It is not that the Indian student is 
passive. There is often a strong need felt 
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cuses? 
The concept of sacrifice 

and incarceration for 'the 
greater common good' is laughable at 
these times. 

We are supposedly smarter than the 
previous generations, more practical. 

But are we merely eluding ourselves, 
lulling ourselves into a false sense of se
curity? 

What are we so scared of losing? 
A few bits of venetian glass of our 

colonial remnants? ~ 

Instructions on how, to enter a 
new society 

One: be an optimist 
Two: be discreet, co"ect, obedient 
(Do well at sports - all oj them) 

And most oj al4 move 
Like all other members 
One step forward, and 
One (or l1IJo) steps back 
But never stop cheen·ng. 

- Herberto Padilla 
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The Brave Thing To Do - QUI. .... T fill 

Guilt, remorse and all that's 
blue, is that what quitters are 
made of? 
Or is quitting nobler than per
severance? Inspect the issue 
with jasmine Thakkar 

'When the going gets tough; the 
tough get going.' T~e tough are heroes, 
who are determined to emerge as the 
'fittest' in the survival game.Losers don't 
survive. But the worst of the lot are 
probably the ones who choose not to play 
the game. These are the quitters. 

'Winners don't quit and quitters don't 
win.' The presumption in this platitude is 
that everyone's ultimate objective is to win. 

No one respects quitters, or the people 
who leave things mid-way. 

Quitting is just another form of es
caping. But it is not a temporary distrac
tion from reality. Itis a permanent escape 
from the current reality. 

The founder of The Art of Living, 
Shri Sri Ravi Shankar, says, "Every 
problem becomes a fact when it is 
established that there are no solutions to 
it." Quitters decide to quit every time the 

problem becomes a fact, instead of 
fighting it out like the 'winners'. 

Is quitting really that bad? Are 
quitters always such cowards? 
Sometimes, quitting can be a brave 
act. For: 'If at first you don't succeed; 
try harder; then quit; there's no point 
making a damned fool of yourself 
over it.' The final defense mechanism, 
when all else fails, is to quit. 

It seems that quitting is actually 
a tougher choice to make. Take, for 
example, the soldier who turns his 
back on the enemy and runs as fast 
as he . can. There are thousands of 
things going on in his mind. 

Firstly, there is the tremendous 
sense of guilt at not being able to live 
up to his expectations. Secondly, the 
'hell' that awaits him, that 'others' will 
constantly remind him of his 'cow
ardice'. Thirdly, he thinks of his 

friends and family, and their accusing eyes 
saying, 'You are a quitter'. 

Quitters, like procrastinators, live 
with that label for the rest of 

You t h 

Dharmesh Shah is 27 years old and 
has quit from a number of colleges and 
professions. While at Sydenham, 
Dharmesh decided to quit college. Since 
then he has moved from a career in 
graphic designing, to fashion designillg for 
Gabbana, to sound engineering to his 
family business. ''When I cannot justify to 
myself why I am doing something, I quit. 
Earlier I didn't regret it, but the comments 
from my friends and relatives have started 
making me feeling guilty." 

Quitters have a more valid standing 
because the act of quitting has no bear
ing on any other life but their own. Why 
is it such a grave sin to begin something, 
and then decide halfway, that you don't 
want to continue? Because it is the easy 
and convenient way out. 

People don't respect anything that 
comes or goes easy. 'Tough is good, easy 
is bad' is the notion we are fed with since 
childhood. Stories of bravery, inevitably, 
have a lot of struggle and hardships and 
the heroes never quit. Never has a charm-

mg prmce 
their lives. It takes a lot of 
courage to run away, despite 
the voices in his head. But the 
soldier's example is a weak 
one. For his actions bear con
sequences on the lives of an 
entire nation. 

The <lltered form of the 

hl11lOU8 proverb would 

gone to 
rescue a 
damsel in 
distress, 
said upon 
seeing the 
difficulty 
of it all 'I According to 

probab{v read: 'If<lt first you 

don't succeed; try harder, 

thel1 quit; there is 110 point 
nwkil1{.: <I dallll1ed Ii)()l of 

psychiatrist, Dr. Nand Kataria, 
"Quitting is an outcome of a 
number of negative emotions. Life is ex
tremely competitive and most people are 
trying to achieve more than their capacity 
permits them to. They buckle down un
der the pressure, and quit. It is not very 
advisable, and therefore they require pro
fessional help." 

Fourself on:r it. ' 
am sorry, 
but I don't 

think I am cut out for this.' It is also more 
a question of the choice one exercises than 

the inability to do something. 
The conclusion derived is 'he didn't 

do it because he couldn't', and not be
cause 'he didn't think it was worth the 
trouble.' Romanticising the greatness of 
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'difficult things'and glorifying 
'perseverance' is just another way of 
getting people to conform. Quitters are 
non-conformists in a very different way. 
And they are exorcised. 

Says Kavita Sagarkar, MD, "On 
quitting, the person, first, feels a 
tremendous sense of relief, then during 
the transition, when he is trying to stabilise 
himself, there is guilt. It is when the level 
of tolerance is surpassed that a person 
decides to quit. 

More than 50 per cent feel remorse 
when they quit The psychiatrist's role here 
is to increase the coping capabilities. Some 
people even quit because they seek 
newness all the time, or because of 
boredom. Personally, I think that it is quite 
natural to quit from anything you dislike." 

The path to success maybe difficult, 
but the rewards of the struggle are plenty' 
is often the argument. In that sense, quit
ters are also nobler because they choose 
to ignore the gains and rewards, which 
they might get if they continue doing 
something they loathe. 

'NO PAIN, NO GAIN; 
says a g,Vln-shirt on the 
iront. At the b;u.:k S0111e-

one scribbled: '~v 
Theory is simpler. 

NO PAIN, NO PAIN' 

It takes a brave person to call it quits, 
despite the consequences. 'NO PAIN, 
NO GAIN', says a gym-shirt on the front. 
At the back someone scribbled: 'My 
Theory is simpler. NO PAIN, NO PAIN.' 

Very few people can do this. And 
the pattern repeats itself in a number of 
things they do. Take Purvi Thakar, an 
employee at a travel and tourism agency, 
for example. 

He says, "I get very motivated when 
I join a gym. For a month or so, I feel 
great. Then the battle begins. I start bunk
ing a lot. Then I find excuses for not going 
to the gym. I struggle for about two and 
a half or three months. Then I decide it is 
really not worth the toil and sweat, even 
if it means losing weight. 

Earlier I used to feel guilty for 
wasting money and not achieving my 
goal. But now I have stopped caring. This 
happens repeatedly. A few months later, 
I join another gym or weight loss pro
gramme." 

But quitting is particularly worse 
when there are other people's expecta
tions associated. 

Every time a child leaves something 
undone the parents badly wanted to be 
accomplished, the child is sent on a guilt
trip of being not worthy. 

Year after year, students choose 
professions like medicine, or engineering 
and stay there, even if they have a greater 
love for fine arts or performing arts. 

Although it would be more 
commendable not to study what they 
don't want to. But it is indeed courageous 
to quit that halfway if the realisation 
comes too late. 

It would not be wrong to say: 
'When the going gets tough; run 

away.' [g] 

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM 

B 
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"I am going to let you into a little 
secret. I have invaded the minds and bod
ies of teenagers and the youth and of 
media wolves alike. They discuss me ad 
nauseum, they wonder where I came from 
and how I work. I am a psychological 
disorder called neuroses and an 
attention-seeking (previously, at
tention-starved) trend called 
Neurotica. 

I can see the cogs in your 
brain moving at a frenzied pace 
- you're thinking sleeping pills, 
Ally McBeal and freaks. Over 
the last few years, these are what 
I have come to connote. This 

Neuroses is a blanket term that in
cludes obsessive-compulsive disorders, 
hypochondria (when a person feels ill in 
the absence of any real ailment), manic 
depression and kleptomania, to. name a 
few. Neuroses, in psychological terms, is 

sible for the increasing trend of people 
attaching labels to their habits", says 
Terence Quadros, a counsellor at a South 
Mumbai college for the last 30 years. 
People have always had many peculiar 
habits though they have been afraid to 

bring them out in the open 
because of a society that 
does not allow for normal 
life if one demonstrates ab
normal traits. However, in 
the last six to seven years, 
there has been a liberation 
of sorts that leads to a 
greater acceptance of mi
nor disorders. It would be 
easier to illustrate this with 
an example. 

is precisely the reason I am so 
misunderstood. Every third 
person today claims to be a 
neurotic. I wonder why they are 
so fascinated by me." 

Until a few years ago, 
people with neurotic disorders 
were shunned as being uni-

Neuroses now have a voice. Shagun Mehta on 
the glamour oFthe neurotic. 

After the release of 
the movie As Good As It 
Gets, whose protagonist, 
Jack Nicholson has a severe 
obsessive-compulsive dis
order (OCD), many peo-

formly mad or crazy or ill in the head. 
However, ever since psychiatry and coun
selling became respectable professions, 
people have begun to take the concept 
of mental health more seriously. Yet, the 
old connotations of 'crazy' are tough to 
get rid of. At the same time, we see the 
emergence of types of people - the good, 
the ambitious, the deviants. Even though 
we try to 

defined as 'behaviour caused due to the 
disordered sensations of the nervous sys
tems'. According to the Diagnostic and 5 ta
tistical Manual, neurotic behaviour is the 
exaggerated use of avoidance behaviours 
and defence mechanisms - techniques 
adopted by individuals to handle or ward 
off (through denial) the realities they are 
not equipped to deal with. Individuals be-

ple claimed that they too are obsessive
compulsive. If a person likes to take pre
cautions and check if every single win
dow and door is locked before he sleeps, 
it is a habit, not a problem. But one sees 
Nicholson, who needs to discard a bar 
of soap after a single use, and identifies 
with his habit. It is a problem of apply
ing a part to the whole, and then attaching 

a label, 

be madly 
different, 
eventually 
we do fall 
into a 

The obsessin'-eompLllsil'e feels helpless, tied down by the necessi~l' to 

perform the aeti. "i~,,: If they ;Ire not able to perform these ;lets, thL:."nwy u'cI 
chronie;lf~v on'r-Llrollsed or unable to relax. 

which in 
actuality 
does not 
apply at all. 

type. Combine these phenomenon and 
we get a strange mix: people trying to be 
different by claiming to have neurotic dis
orders. 

come fearful, ineffective, unhappy and 
guilt-ridden. They require therapy, but 
seldom hospitalisation. 

"Media can be held largely respon-

Quadros 
adds, ''You may be upset one day be
cause things have not gone your way, you 
may be upset one week. But that does 
not mean you are depressed. I have an 

9 



• Grey Matters 

increasing number of parents talking to 
me about their children's 'depression'. I 
tell them it's a phase of life when many 
changes are taking place and they are 

'control freak' mode especially when there 
is something wrong in my life and out of 
my control. My obsessive cleaning is my 
attempt of regaining, in some ways, the 

bound to affect the 
child. But I have very 
few cases of manic 
depression. Children 
these days, from a 
young age, are ex
posed to so much 
more, therefore they 
can handle more 
stress." 

lflhi1e it is trlle that !weh 

e1wraeters help lift the 

taboo off 'strat7f,{eness ~ 

ot7e need.., to think ;If,{ain, 

before sllecwnbil1/r to 

media glare ;l11d poppil1f,{ 

differel1t~v-eo1ollred pills 

at the drop of a 1wt. 

control I have lost," 
says a borderline ob
sessive-compulsive, 
who does not wish to 
be named. 

Most of us have 
experienced minor 
obsessive or persistent 
thoughts but without 
the degree of com

This seems contradictory to a popu
larly held view that because children grow 
up with a lot of violence and cynicism, 
they are less adept to handle stressful situ
ations as their foundations are built on 
shaky grounds. As early as kindergarten, 
children are told stories about the good 
and the bad; the good is always pretty 
and bad usually have hooked noses. And 
kids are told that if they don't want to be 
as ugly as the 'villain', they must do the 
right things - be sweet, gentle, forgiving. 
When these children start looking around 
at the world around them, they find that 
things are not as pretty as their picture 
books. But the pressure of impending 
punishment hangs on their hands like the 
Sword of Damocles. So they try other 
ways of coping, not with a world gone 
wrong, but 
one that was 
never right in 
the first place. 

Hence, 
this is a 
leading 
reason people 
grow up with - an always constant pres
sure to do the right thing. "People call 
me a whacko, because I am a complete 
control-freak. I have to have things in or
der, have to check the door at night be
fore I sleep. Then I noticed that I go into 

1 0 

pulsiveness of a neurotic individual. Many 
people resort to minor obsessive-com
pulsive disorders when trying to achieve 
a goal that we consider of extreme im
portance, In contrast, people with com
pulsive disorders feel compelled to per
form, repeatedly, some act that seems ab
surd even to them. The obsessive-com
pulsive feels helpless, tied down by the 
necessity to perform the activity. If they 
are not able to perform these acts, they 
may feel chronically over-aroused or un
able to relax. 

The habit of attaching labels to one
self is extremely dangerous. It automati
cally casts doubt on those who seriously 
have a disorder. If four of every 10 peo
ple claim to have a neurotic disorder, then 
the one person who really does suffer 
from a disorder, is likely to be taken less 
seriously. This involuntary behaviour can 
cause marked stress to an individual, con
sume excessive time or interfere with so
cial or occupational functioning. The pa
tient needs to be in utter control of his 
life and is driven by an anxiety of being 
controlled by someone or something else. 
Clinical psychologists are the only ones 
who are certified to say whether one is a 
neurotic or not; they detect neuroses on 
the basis of projective tests and invento
ries. However, very few people actually 
visit the clinical psychologist, therefore 

most neurotics are self-proclaimed. 
Then, of course, came the stutter

ing Ally McBeal and many women found 
relief that their problems, so far 
concealed in their closets, were out in the 
open disguised as a short-skirted lawyer. 
The huge success of Bridget Jones' Diary 
can partly be attributed to the same reason. 
Gir4 Interrupted portrayed the glamour 
queens Winona Ryder and Angelina J olie 
made it even more fashionable to be in
secure and admitted to a psychiatric ward. 

This led to an exoticisation of ab
normalities - to neurotica. 

While it is true that such characters 
help lift the taboo off 'strangeness', one 
needs to think again, before popping dif
ferently-coloured pills at the drop of a 
hat. Are you really suffering from a dis
order, or are you falling prey to the trap 
of neurotica? [g] 

Suicide: 
Doesn't it seem a little like going 
where you haven't been invited? 

- Richard Eberhart 

Media: 
A good newspaper, I suppose, is a 

nation talking to itself. 
- Quoted in The Observer 

Indecisiveness: 
Till some time back I was very 

indecisive ... now I am not so sure. 
-Anonymous 

Life: 
Life is what happens to you when you 

are busy making other plans. 
-John Lennon in BeautifiJl Boy 

Biography: 
It is very pleasant to be written up, 

even by a writer. 
-Joyce Cary 



TH E FI NAL CUT r.L· 
A moment's hesitation. A 

quick slash at the wrists. Fresh, young 
life drips out drop by drop, as cold 
as the cold surface it drips upon. 
The last drop surges out, ending on 
a perfect crescendo along with the 
last breath. The deed is done. A sui-
cide is committed. 

You t h 

in our country, especially at the 
middle class levels. In a city like 
Mumbai, where morality and val
ues have taken a back seat to the 
higher esteemed values of success 
and status, the race to be the best 
at any cost has taken an ugly turn. 

The desire to succeed and to 
do so within the first few minutes 
of your life has created a new 
breed of adult-teenagers. Impa
tience does allow second chances; 
therefore, failure, even if 
temporary, implies disaster. 

Psychologists define suicide as 
attempted or completed by per
sons who are experiencing intense 
psychological pain in response to 
unmet needs. Lacking the skills and 
resources to cope with this pain, 
they view suicide as the only rea
sonable solution to ending their suf
fering. It's also defined as an inten
tional and uncoerced self-killing, in 
which the conditions causing death 
are self arranged. 

Shes young. Shes talented. She just 
killed herself Rituparna Som tries to 
find out why. 

The need to fit into a given 
set of values that might not match 
their own, low self-esteem, isola
tion and inability to communicate, 

No one knows why people 
take their own lives and perhaps the least 
conscious is the victim at the moment of 
the decision. What bewilders people the 
most is the appalling rise in the number 
of youth suicides. The situation here ap
pears to be a paradoxical one. 

Here is a person whose life stretches 
out full of energy and possibility, and the 
-youth takes every effort to end it. But this 
life that stretches out, usually seen as a 
path to explore, ultimately is the deterrent 
factor in the victim's decision to take her 
own life. Hope of good times in the 
future are at odds with an accumulation 
of troubles, perceived failures and pain, 
when the power of attraction to life turns 
to repulsion. 

Death becomes not only an alterna
tive and an escape, but also a new plane 
for hope. This death scenario that is cre
ated, is a place where unmet needs and 
desires are expected to be fulfilled. Sui-

cide becomes the vehicle by which most 
of the youth expect a salvation. 

For an individual who commits sui
cide, the act usually represents a solution 
to a problem of life circumstance that 
the individual fears will only become 
worse. Believing that their suffering will 
continue or intensify, suicidal individuals 
can envision no option but death. 

The way in which an individual 
copes with problems, usually indicates 
whether the person is emotionally pre
disposed to suicide. Depression, accom
panied by symptoms of hopelessness and 
helplessness, is the most predominant 
condition among individuals who com
mit suicide. 

Among those who have committed 
suicide , an alarming number have had 
records of mental illness and had previ
ously attempted suicide. 

Nowhere is this more apparent than 

can all be put down as viable rea
sons of youth suicide. 

At an age where the desire for 
acceptance is at odds with a desire to stand 
apart, creating a whirlpool of complex 
emotions, the slightest setback can have 
drastic implications. Children and adoles
cents today are exposed to the ugly side 
of rat races at an early stage. The need to 
excel has reached excessive levels. Unwar
ranted parental pressure coupled with 
peer pressure leads adolescents to take 
decisions in their own hands, and in their 
turmoil and immaturity, the easiest way 
out is suicide. 

The very concept of adolescent or 
teenage care has taken a back seat. Each 
year the figures of youth suicide rise to 
alarming levels. Children, especially be
tween the ages of 16 and 19 at the mid
dle class levels, feel they need to be ex
ceptionally brilliant among a thousand 
other equally brilliant students to be 
successful in life. Matters don't improve 
much when parents add to the child's dis-
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tress, expecting nothing less than the 
abilities of a genius from their mediocre 
offspring. 

Contrary to popular belief, the most 
common causes for youth suicide are not 
caused by complications of love or 
unwanted pregnancies. In June 1999, 
Anjali Sakdare, 19, hanged herself at 
home in Worli, unable to handle the pres
sure of unemployment after her HSC 
exams. 

In August 1998, Indu Anto allegedly 
jumped off her college hostel. Police in
quests followed, drawing inconclusive 
statements concerning the cause, whether 
it was parental or peer pressure that ulti
mately resulted in her taking that fatal step. 

According to counsellor Anuradha 
Deb, ''Almost all of the cases of at 

Death is a place where 
unnlet needs :Cll1d desires 

are e>t.pected to be 
fulfilled. Suicide 

bec0111es the vehicle by 
which most of the youth 

expect a salvation. 

tempted suicide that we hear, are related 
to the pressures a child faces at school, 
mostly of academic nature. 

Teachers can't always help. After all 
they represent the system that the young 
are trying to resist. The kids will not really 
want to talk to her. 

However, more and more school 
counsellors are being appointed. But most 

of the kids are reluctant to talk. And I 
suppose that is where we, as counsellors, 
fail. 

The kids should feel that we are here 
to help. And that I suppose will only 
come through proper guidance, where 
the children will make 'talking it out' an 
option before making any rash decision." 

Unable to approach anyone to talk 
to, this is their way of calling out for the 
last time. Teenage suicide is not a trend 
that is simply a phase in this year or 
decade. 

This final cry is worthy of immedi
ate attention. The apparent increase in the 
statistics should be an indication enough 
for us to sit up and take notice of our 
troubled future generation. [Q] 

During the last several decades, the suicide rate in young people has increased dramatically. 
In 1996, suicide was the third leading cause of death in 15 to 24 year olds. 

Suicide was the fourth leading cause in 10 to 14-year-olds, with 298 deaths among 18,949,000 children in 
this age group. For adolescents aged 15 to 19, there were 1,817 deaths among 18,644,000 adolescents. 
The gender ratio in this age group was 5 to 1 (males: females). Among young people of 20 to 24 years of 
age, there were 2,541 deaths among 17,562,000 people in this age group. The gender ratio in this age 
group was 7 to 1 (males: females). 

Attempted Suicides 

There are an estimated eight to 25 attempted suicides to one completion; the ratio is higher in women 
and youth and lower in men and the elderly. 

The strongest risk factors for attempted suicide in adults are depression, alcohol abuse, cocaine use, 
and separation or divorce. 

The strongest risk factors for attempted suicide in youth are depression, alcohol or other drug use 
disorder, and aggressive or disruptive behaviours. 

The majority of suicide attempts are expressions of extreme distress that need to be addressed, and not 
just a harmless bid for attention. A suicidal person should not be left alone and needs immediate mental 
health treatment. 
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It controls vast international arms 
drug syndicates and has links with the 
and the lTTE Mumbai's underworld is 

'organised' way. On the in
temational front, in simple 
words, organised crime 
has been defined as 
"Planned commission of 
criminal offences, inspired 
by the pursuit of profit 
and power". In 
Maharashtra Control of 
Organised Crime Act 
(Mcoq, 1999,enactedin 
the State ofMaharashtra, 
organised crime has been 
defined as ''Any continu
ing unlawful activity by an 
individual, singly or jointly, 
either as a member of an 
organised crime syndicate 
or on behalf of such syn
dicates, by use of violence 
or threat of violence or in
timidation or coercion, or 
other unlawful means, 
with the objective of gain
ing pecuniary benefits, or 

extremely 'organised: 
Madhu Bhatia explores its shadowy past, 
and its reach and connection in every nook 
and corner ofsodety. 

gaining undue economic 
or other advantage for 

Double-crossing and power games. 
Gun-running with the mob. Smuggling, 
extortion and cold-blooded murders. It's 
a bloody game in action when the Mafia 
gets on to the streets. Threaten director 
Rajiv Rai over telephone. Coerce Kishan 
Kumar to cough up Rs. seven crore till 
date. Grab a building in Juhu. Take supan'. 
Give supari. Negotiate. Do everything. But 
please, no bad blood, no lafda in amchi 
Mumbai. This is how Mumbai's Mafia 
operates. Silently. Steadily. 

A chilling transformation has taken 
place. Many feel the term 'underworld' is 
a misnomer; criminals now constitute the 
mainstream. And they work in an 

himself or any other person or promot
ing insurgency." Explains S Sivanandan, 
Joint Commissioner of Police (Crime), 
"Organised crime, different from ordi
nary crime, is a continuing conspiracy 
against all citizens of the State, and em
braces all categories of unlawful activi
ties from smuggling, extortion, prostitu
tion, gambling to money laundering, arms 
running, contract killings, real estate and 
film industry. Organised crime has well
organised units which may be called as 
gangs or syndicates." 

Varadrajan Mudaliar, Haji Mastan, 
Karim Lala and Yusuf Patel were known 
Mafia leaders. When prohibition was in 

force in the State of Maharashtra, these 
persons concentrated on illicit liquor busi
ness and when prohibition was liberalised, 
these persons took to smuggling of gold 
and theft of valuable cargo from the 
docks. The 1972 general elections saw the 
birth of a party called 'Young Party' 
mostly comprising of fanatic Muslim 
youths, formed by late Maulana Ziauddin 
Bukhari. Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar and 
his brothers became the active members 
of this party. They were joined by Samad 
Khan, nephew of Karim Lala and few 
other Pathan youths, namely, Alam Zeb, 
Amirzada, Mehmood Kalya, et cetera. This 
gang had its stronghold in south Mumbai. 

Though initially, Dawood and the 
Pathans worked together, they parted 
ways owing to difference of opinion in 
the functioning and sharing of the booty. 
Thus, a one time 'Young Party' gave birth 
to two gangs, namely, Dawood Ibrahim 
Gang and the Pathan Gang in south 
Mumbai. Slowly, splinter gangs came into 
existence in Mumbai. Arun Gawli Gang, 
Amar Naik and his brother Ashwin Naik 

A chilling tral1siorm<ltiol1 h<ls 

taken place. M<lI1Y feci the 

terIn 'ul1denl'Orld' is <I Inisl1o

Ine1;" criJnil1:ils now constitute 

the lJJ:lIilstre:ll11. And thel" 

work ill <Ill 'organised' w<lY: 

Gang and Bada Rajan Gang, spread its 
tentacles to the eastern suburbs of 
Mumbai. While Dawood Ibrahim Gang 
and the Pathan Gang concentrated on 
smuggling activities, the other gangs took 
to 'protection money' (or extortion) rack
ets and survived. Adds Sivanandan, 
'''These gangs also indulged in settling land, 
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financial disputes and recovery 
of huge amounts of debts on 
premium. As the interests of the 
Gangs clashed, elimination of 
members of rival gangs became 
the priority of these gangs. 

With the elimination of all 
leaders of Pathan Gang, 
Dawood's Gang grew stronger 
in south Mumbai. With the kill
ing of Bad a Rajan in a shoot out, 
Rajendra Sadashiv Nikhalje alias 
Chhota Rajan became the leader 
and owed allegiance to 
Dawood's gang. 

don't think ftlm people ever 
went to the Mafta for money. 
It has always been the other way 
round. Film industry is quite self
sufftcient monetarily." 

Most of the gangsters fled 
from India to avoid arrests but 
they continued their operations 
and activities in India with their 

Amitabh Bachchan with diamond merchant 

The police, though, report 
differently. For the mobsters, 
backing movies is a lucrative 
business and an easy way to 
launder their black money. Re
tired IPS offtcer, AA Khan, 
who had been involved in 
Bollywood-Mafta nexus case 
since it's hey days says, "I met 
some producers who were 
most reluctant to invest their own 
money in the illm. There has 
never been serious accounting and film financier Bharat Shah, who is allegedly 

involved in the BoUywood Scam. for the money spent in a illm. 
So, the recognised ftnanciers vast network. After the serial 

bomb blasts in Mumbai, Chhota Rajan 
fell out of Dawood Gang and formed 
his own gang." 

These gangs have various links: 
Business Industry: Some of the 

builders took help from gangsters initially 
to get flats and plots ofland vacated and 
for settling property-related disputes. They 
paid protection money in return. A num
ber of builders were shot as a result of 
inter-gang rivalry. Om Prakash Kukreja 
was shot by D-Gang because he was close 
to Chhota Rajan gang. Natwarlal Desai 
was shot byArun Gawli gang because he 
was close to D-Gang. Vallabh Thakkar 
was shot by Gawli gang because he was 
unable to return money invested with him. 

Interest in Cable Industry: Gangs 
are forcing cable companies to appoint 
their cronies as sub-area operators. IN 
MUMBAI cable executive, Ram Panjabi, 
and SITI CABLE executive, Ramkrishna, 
were killed in 2000. 

Hawala: The money extorted by 
gangsters is sent out illegally at large profit 
margins. It is through Hawala that extor
tion and protection money reaches the 
gang leaders in Dubai and Malaysia. 
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Film Industry: The vast network 
of these gangs operates on various areas 
of interest, the illm industry being a ma
jor part. 

Mumbai's f.tIm industry has been 

"I nlet sOlne producers 
who were 1110St re/uct<lnt to 

inH'st their own n10nev in 

the /ibn There h<ls nel'er 

been ... edoll'" accounting 

fiH the 1110I1L:V spent in <I 

/ibn So, the recognised 

fJlwncien; were b<lcking 

out <lnd thi ... was nhel1 the 

underworld ... upped in" 
- Retired IPS officer, 

AA Khal1. 

connected with the underworld from the 
days of Haji Mastan, Karim Lala and 
Yusuf Patel. For decades, the underworld 
dons have been the money-spinning ma
chines for illm industrialists. The film in
dustry bigwigs, however, have a prob
lem acknowledging this, even though they 
need to break their silence to protect 
themselves. Says Amitabh Bachchan, "I 

were backing out and this was when the 
underworld stepped in. And the industry 
grabbed the money. 

Then came the additional beneftts -
no problems with star dates, studio re
cording and dubbing; everything would 
work smoothly. Filmmaking became so 
much simpler. One step in, resulted in an 
immense jump." 

Film industrialists, in no way 'self
sufftcient', were not able to turn away 
from this. The industry'S face is clean but 
a look at its underbelly and there is a dif
ferent scenario altogether: 

Joru Ka Ghulam: Produced by 
Shakeel Noorani. Allegedly backed by 
Anees Ibrahim, Dawood's brother. 

Chori Chori Chupke Chupke: 
Produced by Nazim Rizvi, believed to be 
the front man of Chhota Shakkel. 

One Two Ka Four: Produced by 
Nazir Ahmed. Allegedly ftnanced by 
Chhota Shakeel. 

Mehbooba: Reported to have been 
financed by Abu Salem. 

Hum Kissise Kum Nahin: Alleg
edly financed by Abu Salem through his 
front man Afzal Khan. 



The extent of Bollywood's links with 
Mumbai's underworld became apparent 
only after Gulshan Kumar's death, a man 
who was murdered simply because he 
failed to meet the demands of the infa
mous Mafiosi. The magnitude and inten
sity of this net of crime are spread 
unimaginably far and are so deep that the 
p"Ub\1c knows not even one-hundredth of 
ic Ther:e has always 
been a reluctance 
of the film indus
try to accept these 
harsh realities . 
Pahlaj Nihlani, 
President, All India 
Film P roducers 
Council (AIFPC), 
insists that 
Bollywood has al
ways approached regular film financiers 
for money. Also, the insinuations that some 
of the producers are nothing more than 
mere dummies do not go down well 
with the industry people. 

There are stories, tales, excuses and 
then some more. Or just a stony silence. 
Because when the underworld ap
proaches you, you cannot say no. For now, 

Bollywood has been 
caught in the same 
web it has helped to 
create. 

The police, on 
their part, are playing 
an important part in 
checking this crime, 
but going to the po
lice does not guaran
tee security. One, there 

is inadequate manpower in police force, 
and two, the fear of being shot dead in 
revenge is too strong. 

The police are also faced with other 
constraints such as liberal grant of bail 
and anticipatory bail facility, misuse of 
INSTA and ACE cards (mobile SIM 
cards), lack of extradition treaties with 

Grey Matters . 

MONEY, MONEY, HONEY, IT'S A RICH MAN'S WORLD 

Film financing is a tricky busi
ness. If Rs. 10 crores are invested 
in a film, the budget can still be 
shown as one crore. The remain
ing nine crores, if it did come 
through distributors, can be 
shown as legitimate money. This 
is one way of converting black 
money into legitimate money. At 
an average of Rs. six crore per 
film, production houses invest Rs . 
4,800 crore each year; largely be
ing funded either by private or il
legitimate money. The industry 
reports closed the year 2000 with 
revenues of Rs. 1,545 crore. The 
three sectors of the film industry 
- distribution, exhibition and pro
duction, are interconnected. If a 
film is successful, the distributor 
will pay the producer 50 per cent 
of the proceeds of the film after 
taking 20 per cent commission 
from the initial profit. The distribu
tor also takes minimum guarantee 
from the exhibitor, the cinema hall 
owner. Ifthe film fails, the distribu
tor faces the loss mostly. It is like 
gambling. 

The nexus can be checked 
only if white money financing is 
made available to the film indus
try. In 1998, the government ac
corded film producing 'industry' 
status via notification 2(C)(XVII) of 
the Industrial Development Bank 
ofIndia (lOBI) Act 1964. Until now, 
banks and financial institutions did 
not recognise film production as 

an industry and hence shied away 
from financing films. So, produc
ers turned to private financiers 
(whose means of funding were 
truly mysterious) and ended up 
paying astronomical rates of inter
est (48 to 60 per cent per annum). 
The interest rates from banks and 
financial institutions are as low as 
17.5 per cent per annum. But the 
issue of putting up collateral 
against the loans is preventing 
producers from approaching 
banks. 

Film producers are willing to 
keep only the negatives (anything 
between one and 500) of the film 
as security. This is not enough be
cause the filmmakers have varied 
revenue streams like music rights 
and overseas rights, which are 
hefty. Personal assets, deposits, 
third-party deposits or insurance 
policies could also be given but 
the producers remain ambivalent. 
Banks and financial institutions 
want detailed project reports and 
written commitments from stars 
and producers for greater trans
parency. With 90 per cent of the 
industry disorganised, it will take 
some time for the industry to be
come corporate-conscious and 
make acceptable project reports 
for the financial institutions.Big 
banners have started floating pub
lic issues to raise capital. A begin
ning at corporatisation has been 
made. 
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appropriate countries, undue delay 
in trials, lack of co-ordination between 
various enforcement agencies and 

It is a typical Catch-22 situation 
where if you don't have money there is a 
problem and if you do, then you have a 

It is an intricately designed nexus where 
victims themselves are perpetrators and 
the line between the good and the bad is 

almost invis-glamorisation of 
criminals by the 
media. 

Fact File (for year 2000) ------r--------
Extortion cases 

ible. 

The story 
does not end here. 
The nexus be
tween judiciary 
and the organised 
crime syndicate 

Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (Mcoq, 
in force since February 24, 1999 
Cases registered:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
Gangsters arrested:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128 
Charge sheets filed:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
Cases decided:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Persons approached: 912 
Cases registered: 344 
Extortionists nabbed: 577 

The 
story of 
BoUywood 
and the Mafia 
today, has all 
the ingredients 

was exposed after the killings of Advo
cate Sutrale and Liyakat Shaikh and sub
sequent arrest of session Judge JW Singh 
in March, 2000. 

Total Cases Registered: 
29,237 

bigger problem. For now, Bollywood is 
caught in a web of drama, fear, revenge, 
violence and murder - all backed by the 
power of unimaginable sums of money. 

of a block
buster, but one that can never have a 
happy ending. [g] 
Pictures: Courtesy, Crime Branch, Mumbai 

and Magna Publications 

The Truth Of The Matter 

We ' think our younger gen
eration never notices anything, 
but in truth,they notice more than 
we as adults do, and they notice 
and understand more than what 
we want to admit they do ... A 
Columbian student wrote this, it's 
very compelling: 

"The paradox of our time in 
history is that we have taller 
buildings, but shorter tempers; 
wider freeways, but narrower 
viewpoints; we spend more, but 
have less; we buy more, but en
joy it less. We have bigger houses, 
but smaller families; more conve
niences, but less time; 
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We have more degrees, but 
less sense; more knowledge, but 
lessjudgement; more experts, but 
more problems,· more medicine, 
but less well ness. We have multi
plied our possessions, but reduced 
our values. 

We talk too much, love too 
seldom, and hate too often. We've 
learned how to make a living, but 
not a life; we've added years to lite, 
but not life to years. We've been 
all the way to the moon and back, 
but have trouble crossing the 
street to meet the new neighbour. 
We've conquered outer space, but 
not inner space; we've cleaned up 
the air, but polluted the soul,· we've 

split the atom, but not our preju
dice. 

We have higher incomes. 
But lower morals; we've become 
long on quantity. but short on 
quality. These are the times of 
tall men and short character; 
steep profits and shallow rela
tionships. These are the times of 
world peace, but domestic war
fare; more leisure, but less fun; 
more kinds offood, but less nu
trition. These are the days of two 
incomes, but more divorce; of 
fancier houses, but broken 
homes. It is a time when there is 
much in the show window and 
nothing in the stockroom. " 



the dancers, who 

dance on popular 
Hindi numbers, 
add to the fun, fri
volity, and glamour 
that these dance 
bars are usually as
sociated with. 
However, not all 
are glamorous, 
some are even 
sleazy. 

Smita Polite investigates how the 75-crore 
dance bar business is set up in the interest 0 

men on one hand, and on the other hand, is a 
necessary source of livelihood for the women 
who have no other options than to work here. 

Most of the 
owners of the 
dance bars are the 
Shettys who hail 
from Mangalore. 
Apart from the li
censes that a nor-

"In the yesteryears we had m"!fras, to
day we have dance bars. It is as romantic 
to visit a dance bar as a m1!jra," says 
Deepak Kathuria, a young executive and 
a regular visitor of these bars in the city. 
When asked whether he feels comfort

able about acknowledging that he enjoys 
visiting these bars, he retorts by saying, 
''No one questions Indra's (a Hindu God) 
desire to have apsaras (fairies) dancing in 
his court. The concept of apsaras in heaven 
is there in almost every religion and yet 
you point your finger at me for wanting 
to have a nice time looking at these girls." 

Dance bars usually have a sign say
ing 'Bar and Restaurant'. The interior is 
generally a room with sofas and chairs 
aligned along the walls and there's place 
enough in the middle for around 10 to 
12 girls to dance at a time. The glittering 
lights and the shiningghagra-cholisworn by 

mal 'Restaurant and 
Bar' would require, 
these bars require 

the performance license from the police. 
Most of them employ girls on the basis 
of their beauty or dancing abilities. 

The customers are served drinks by 
waiters, who also collect the money given 
in 'appreciation' to these girls and put it 
in a common pool. In most cases, 60 per 
cent of the money goes to the owners 
while 40 per cent goes to the girls. How
ever, in suburbs, the break up is 70:30. 

After the closure of the cabarets, 
which were a craze in the 1960s and 
1970s, the dance bars came as a more 
'decent' alternative and, ever since then, 
they have been mushrooming all over 
Mumbai. The 'decency' of dance bars, 
however, has been in question, though the 
customers are an odd mix of profession

als, young executives and businessmen. 
The men rationalise their visits by saying 
that they go to see girls dancing and not 

in search of sex. 
"One enjoys music videos and likes 

to see people dancing. Similarly, I like to 
see these girls dance;' says Sudhir Aroskar 
who works in an advertising agency. "I 
go to appreciate beauty and talent," he 
says. However, when asked if he would 
like to see his sister or daughter dance 
here, he says, "These girls dance for 
money. I would never want my sister to 
become so needy that she has to resort 
to this." 

The kind of money that these men 
spend, could easily be spent on a prosti
tute instead. However, the power to make 
a girl dance by showering money is a high 
in itself. And as sociologist Nandini 

Sardesai says, ''Winning over a girl with 
money gives men a sense of acquisition 
which is much more pleasurable." 

The choice of carrying on affairs 
with these men is supposed to be a deci
sion made by the girls and the owners 
claim to have nothing to do with prosti-

After the closure of 

the c,lbarets, which 
were ,I craze in 1960s 

and 1970s, dance bars 
Cal1Je as a lJJOre 

'decent' alterJ1<ltive 

LWd, ever since then, 
they have been 111l1sh

rOO11Jing :lil over 

. 
tution or the affairs. However, retired IPS 
officer AA Khan has a different story to 
tell. 

"During our investigations," he says, 
''We found that the pick-up was gener
ally arranged with the connivance of the 
management. The management also 
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arranged for the transportation of the pretend that they go there for entertain
most popular girls, as well as their up- ment but are aware that they could have 
keep." He also affirms that 95 per a girl for a price. The only peo-

cent of the gids are engaged in III~ III pie who can afford these gids 
prostitution. The dancers do not \\ are either rich businessmen or 
publicly solicit customers but they" people with underworld con-
do get around to carrying on af- nections. 
fairs (as both the parties con- If one assumes that there 
cerned like to call it). is no prostitution involved and these 

The entire arrangement, which in- young girls dance exclusively for enter
volves huge sums of money, tainment, 

Is it being given sanction because 
there is not much political mileage to be 
gained out of robbing these dancers of 
their profession or does this business run 
under the aegis of such powerful people 
that there is no scope for opposition? 

The investigations of AA Khan dur
ing the Jignesh Dholakia shoot-out case 
clearly indicated that the dancers devel
oped close relations with people from the 

underworld. He dis

ceptperhaps in areas like Mulund, ";;. to become har&y affects day-to-day life, ~ -III ~ III then it ought 
The kind of money that 

these l11en spend could 

covered that gang
sters not only bought 
flats for these girls in 
places like 
Lokhandwala but, in 
one particular case, he 
found out that Tiger 
Memon had gifted a 

which boasts of 200 odd dance an even big-
bars. In 1997, Joint Commis- - ger concern 
sioner, OP Bali, held a meeting for us. The 
of the local people at the behest customers 
of the local BJP MLA Kirit Somaya. who avail of this kind 
People had complained that families were of an entertainment 
getting ruined because of the pro- are pre-

locality. The uproar lasted pre- , 

easi~v be spent on a 

prostitute instead. How

el'er, the power to nwke ;/ 
girl d;l11ce by showering 

11J0IU.:V is :1 high in itself. 

Maruti as a birthday 
present to Poonam, a dancing girl from 

Caesar's Palace. liferation of dance bars in their III ~~~ III donill=tiy men 

cise1y for one week. No one suf- , The few women who visit 
fered except perhaps for the girls do so more out of curiosity 
who lost a week's earnings. than for entertainment. 

It is not as if going to a dance bar is How are we content with the 
the prerogative of the rich as many not- showcasing of women in 
so-rich young men can also be seen mak- such a fashion? 
ing rounds of these places. They might 

Note 

During the New Year celebrations 
on the eve of2001, a dance bar at Dahisar 
went beyond the midnight limit, result
ing in an altercation between Inspector 
PI Kakde and the owner .. The owner pro
tested against the action that the police 

Prostitution, as such, is not a punishable offence. Under the Suppression oflmmoral Trafficking Act, 
soliciting for a customer in public and living on the earnings ofa prostitute are punishable offences. 

The Maharashtra government has amended the Bombay Entertainment Duty Tax Act, 1923, to en
able it to levy entertainment duty on dance bars, enjoying exemption under the guise biperforming 
Indian cultural dances. A bill to this effect was passed by the legislative assembly by a voice vote in 
Nagpur injanuary 200 1. According to the amendment, the management of any dance bar, or that 
responsible for organising performances of western music (classical, light or instrumental) and dances 
!Tom western countries or Indian folk dances such as Ras Carba, Dandiya, Disco Dandiya or Rain 
Dandiya or Ras Carba or Dandiya, by whatever name it is known, will be entitled to pay the enter
tainment duty. 
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officer took as being unjust and the news 
reached the papers. Three weeks hence, 
the officer in question was not available 
for comment as he had been transferred. 

"It was a routine transfer," says 
Shriranjan Inamdar, senior inspector at 
Dahisar police station. When asked about 
the possible connections of the dance bar 
owner with the underworld, he says that 
there are no such connections that he is 
aware of. 

The women in the dance bars earn 
good money. So one can argue that it is a 
necessary source of livelihood for many 
people. 

One of the popular dancing girls, 
Kajal from Samudra Dance Bar, man
aged to earn so much in three years time 
that she is now planning to send her 
younger sister to Australia to study. Born 
and brought up in the slums, Kajal, could 
never manage to study beyond eighth 
grade. 

"I used to pose in the nude for 
young aspiring artists," says she. 

''At Rs. 100 an hour I was almost 
doing a service for many of them who 
could ill-afford models. Here, in one night, 
I get anything between Rs. 4,000 to Rs. 

10,000." At least, her family's life has 
changed if not hers. Kajal still lives in 
Congress House at Paras Road along with 
other dancers. 

If a girl is poor and beautiful, there 
are chances that either one of her family 
members or a close friend would insti-

One of the popular dancing 
girls, K;ljal from Samudra 

Dance Bar, nwnaged to earn 
so n1Llch in three vears tiJne 
that she is now planning to 
send her younger sister to 

Australia to study: 

gate her to join these bars. At times, it's 
her own decision. 

Women from Bedia tribe come 
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan to join these bars. 
This tribe is well known for its tradition 
of its women working as prostitutes and 
the men as pimps. Belonging to a sched
uled tribe, they have little scope of em
bracing other respectable jobs. 

It is in rare cases that a girl from an 
average middle class family, fully aware 

Note 

Grey Matters . 

of the implications of being a dancing 
girl, willingly decides to join these bars. 

Whatever the circumstances may be, 
one wonders why these girls say that it is 
just another profession when they never 
disclose their true identity. Almost all of 
them work under a fictitious name. 

The questions that come up can not 
be easily answered. On the one hand, we 
have the problem of men setting up the 
business of these dance bars in the inter
est of other men, and on the other hand, 
we have these women who have no other 
options than to work as dancers or to 
enter into prostitution. 

In the year 2000, these bars did a 
business of Rs. 75 crore, according to an 
unofficial survey conducted by the 
Mumbai police. 

By the looks of it, this business of 
entertaining the rich and the powerful will 
continue to thrive and prosper in the in
terest of everyone connected with it, and 
dancing bars will remain a part of 
Mumbai's 'Nightlife'. 

(50me names have been changed on request.) 

The new levy is expected to garner an additional Rs. 13.54 crore annually. The state government will 
issue an ordinance shortly to amend the Mumbai Entertainment lax Act, 1923, for this purpose. The 
state revenue department will henceforth be the nodal department for giving entertainment tax 
exemptions. According to the revenue department, huge amount of cash is generally splurged on 
the dancers in over 650 bars in Greater Murnba,: Thane and Rajgad districts. 

The dance sequences presented by these dancers do not fall under the category of Indian dances 
and thus have to be brought under the tax net. 
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I On a hghter note ... 

(DO NOT read this if you do not have a sense of humour or can't handle the truth! This material has text 
that is guaranteed to offend you, hurt your feelings, or piss you off! This material is STRICTLY intended for 

those who enjoy a good laugh ... at themselves! 
And remember, if you take any of this crap personally then it must be true!) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

ARIES (MAR. 21 - APR. 19) 

You're a tyrant, and that's one of 
your better qualities! You don't fin
ish anything you start. You're so damn 
competitive that even if there's no 
competition you'll invent one in your 
head just so you can say "See! I won! 
See how great I am?" 

TAURUS (APR. 20 - MAY 20) 

Your jealousy and possessiveness 
gets old REAL quick! Nobody likes 
you because all you talk about is 
yourself, and you're boring. 

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN. 20) 

You're a flake and you're two-faced. 
You think the world owes you and 
because of this attitude you'll be in 
debt the rest of your life. You have 
no intention of growing up. 

CANCER (JUN. 21 - JUl. 22) 

You're a moody little bitch - and that 
goes especially for the men! You can't 
give a sfraightforward answer. Stop 
your crying, you big baby! Nobody 
cares! 

20 

, 

LEO (JUl. 21 - AUG. 23) 

You're lazy and you expect every
thing to be handed to you on a silver 
platter. You're always bitching about 
something. You need to be knocked 
off the pedestal you put yourself on 
and realise the world does NOT re
volve around you! 

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 22) 

You need to quit picking apart other 
people's flaws and worry about your 
own. After all, nobody asked you! 
You put the 'anal' in 'analytical'. 
You're prude and prissy and you 
need to stop being so damn anal re
tentive! 

LIBRA (SEPT. 23 - OCT. 22) 

You can't make a decision and actu
ally stick to it to save your life! You 
are gullible and naive and don't learn 
from your mistakes. You don't care 
about anything and you flirt too 
much. 

SCORPIO (OCT. 23 - NOV. 21) 
All you do is brood and lead a life 
of havoc. You like to choose friends 
with low self-esteem that have more 
problems than you do. It makes you 
feel powerful. So do your 'strings 
attached' favours. You're too secre
tive and demanding and it pisses ev
eryone off! 

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 22 - DEC. 21) 

All you do is drink and gamble. You 
have to rely on your luck because you 
have no skills. Like Aries, you don't 
finish anything you start. You can't 
commit to save your life! You suck. 

CAPRICORN WEC. 24 - JAN. 22) 

Why don't you stop trying to manage 
everyone else's life and worry about 
your own! Your need to control and 
meddle in other people's lives makes 
you very unpopular. 

AQUARIUS (JAN. 20 - FEB. 18) 

You're so busy being busy that you 
don't do anything effective1y, and 
your absent-mindedness ~oesn't 
help. Jack (or Jill) of all trades, 
master of none. Why don't you go buy 
yourself some feelings, you tactless 
robot! 

PISCES (FEB. 19 - MAR. 20) 

How about some cheese with that 
whine! You're a martyr in your own 
delusional world. That could change 
if you only had an ounce of ambi
tion! You're probably already crying 
because you're too damn sensitive. 
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MILESTONES OF MUMBAI !:II 

Desolate basements. Rust 
belt. Vast lines of unused ma
chinery covered in white dust. 
These are the symbols of in
dustrial decay - representing the 
fate of many ornate nineteenth 
century wood and brick struc
tures, better known to 
Mumbai's residents as the tex
tile mills. 

Cit y 

The textile mills launched 
Bombay as the economic and 
industrial capital of colorual 
India in the mid-nineteenth 
century. Bombay's transforma
tion into a cotton manufactur
ing and export centre began in 
1854, when the first mill dum
ney stack spewed black smoke 
into the towns skyline. The 

An important part of the architectural land
scape, Mumbai's mills have a disturbing 
present and an unpredictable fiIture. 
Madhuri Mohindar scrutinises the problem 
and a possible solution for it. 

rules, by which surplus mill land 
may be developed by a mill 
owner once a scheme for the 
rehabilitation of mills is ap
proved by the Board for In
dustrial Finance and Recon
struction (BIFR) in New Delhi. 
Under this formula, one-third 
of the surplus land is to be sur
rendered to the Brihan 
Mumbai Murlicipal Corpora
tion (BMC) for public ameru
ties, another third to the 
Maharashtra Housing and Area 
Development Authority 
(MHADA) for public, low 
cost housing and the remain
ing third is available to the mill 
owner to sell or develop on 

outbreak of the American civil war in 
1861 resulted in increased cotton export 
to England from India, rather than from 
the southern states in America. The 
brightly coloured, elaborately printed cot
ton fabric was also carried from the mills 
to remote Indian markets. This resulted 
in a phenomenal commercial boom 
for the city. 

A century later, much has 
changed. Of the 58 mills in Mumbai, 
12 are closed and the rest are either 
partially closed or incurring heavy 
losses. High production costs, lack of 
moderrusation, cheaper imports into 
India - these are just a few of the 
problems besieging Mumbai's mills. 

Added to this are other factors: 
Noted architect Sen Kapadia elaborates, 
"In every city, one sees industries moving 
from the centre to the suburbs. Parel and 
Byculla were irlltially suburbs, but now 
occupy prime tracts ofland in the heart 

ofMumbai. It is thus not economical for 
the mills to exist in the centre of a large 
metropolis." Compared to Gujarat, 
wages in Mumbai are about 40 per cent 
higher, whilst power tariff and water 
costs are escalating. 

Of the 58 mills in Mumb.li, 12 
<Ire closed <lnd the rest are either 

partia1~v closed or incurring 
heavy losses. HZ!?h production 
costs, lack of nwdernis.ltion, 
clleilper iJnports into indi<l -

these <Ire just .1 kw of the prob
lems besieging Mumb.li's mills. 

All this leads to one question. What 
is to be the future of Mumbai's mills? And 
on a larger scale- what is to be the future 
of the land occupied by the mills? 

In 1991, the state government 
amended its Development Control (DC) 

his own. However, owners are 
exempt from these provisions if the 
excess mill land is less than 15 per cent of 
the mills total land. The mills would 
benefit from this scheme as owners 
would plough back profits from this 
development into sick mills in a bid to 

rejuvenate them. 
In September 1997, faced with 

opposition from textile workers who 
believe selling land is a prelude to the 
closure of the mills, the Maharashtra 
Chief Minister announced that he pro
posed to amend the DC rules further 
to provide a quarter share to each 
party, with workers being the new 
beneficiary. 

Workers were afraid that 
proceeds from sale of surplus land would 
not be ploughed back to revive the sick 
urlits, but rather would be pocketed by 
promoters. 

The issue remains unresolved with 
promoters denying these charges. Thus, 
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the issue in question is which party has 
claim to the mill land? Is it the mill own
ers? The mill workers? Or the public that 
requires affordable housing in a city 
starved of 

velopment plan for the surplus mill land. 
The Committee was appointed in Feb
ruary 1996 under the renowned architect 
Charles Correa. 

nus past Flora Fountain to Bohra Bazaar 
- a huge land mass open for urban rede
velopment. The mills could be recycled 
comprehensively to accommodate light, 

non-polluting 
space? 

Mill own
ers must not 
lose out on the 
opportunity of 
modernising or 
revamping their 

The issue in question is which p;lr~v lws cl;lim to the mill land? Is it the 
mill owners? The mill workers? Or the public that requires afuJrdable 

housing in ;1 ci~v st;lrn.-'d of sp;ux? he issue in question is which p;lr~v 
has ci;lim to the mill land? Is it the mill owners? The mill workers? Or 

the public that requires affordable housing in a ci~v starred of space? 

industries and 
low cost 
housing. Pub
lic open 
spaces such as 
gardens and 

plants. The textile industry accounted for 
more than a third of India's total exports 
in 1999-2000. Yet, every link in the textile 
industry chain, from raw cotton to yarn 
to fabric to garments has been rusting for 
years, and is in dire need of revitalisation. 

Alternatively, owners should work 
in conjunction with the state to provide 
alternate employment for workers. Origi
nally Maharashtrian migrants, many mill 
workers were rendered jobless after the 
workers strike from 1983 to 1984, the 
longest agitation in history. Many returned 
to their villages. The employment in the 
mills plummeted from Rs. 2.5lakh in 1980 
to approximately Rs. 57,000 today. For 
the workers that are still employed, it is 
only fair that they are given a share of the 
bargain. 

As for Mumbai's residents, the city 
is slated to be the second most populous 
city in the twenty-first century. 300 new 
families enter the limits of the city daily. 
Housing is unaffordable. Not surprising 
then that more than 50 per cent of the 
population consists of slum and pave
ment dwellers. The move to redevelop 
the land would scale down property prices 
to a more realistic level. The opportunity 
to redevelop the mill land in a holistic pat- . 
tern to provide employment and hous
ing is one that should be taken seriously. 

The Charles Correa Committee re
port endeavours to fuse these diverse in
terests while presenting an integrated de-
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Of the 58 mills, it dealt with 57 hec
tares ofland belonging to 26 mills owned 

by the National Textile Corporation. The 
remaining 32 mills were in private hands 
and did not fall under the jurisdiction of 
the committee. However, its recommen
dations were applicable to all 58 mills. 

A member of the committee, ar
chitect Sen Kapadia, elaborates. ''What we 
proposed is the creation of a 'Golden 
Triangle' with Matulya, Paragon and 
Mumbai mills at the three corners. Its area 
is approximately the same as the area that 
stretches from Chatttapati Shivaji Termi-

parks could 
be consolidated meaningfully, initiating a 
pattern of green into an urban area." 

This would mean a coexistence of 
office complexes, housing and open 
spaces developing holistically. Unlike the 
haphazard development that is occurring 
today. Mill space that is being used to ac
commodate singular entertainment com
plexes and towering offices, if developed 
as a singular whole, would yield added 
utility. 

Kapadia adds, 'Those mills that dis
play quality in terms of strength and ar
chitectural value can be re-adapted to con
temporary needs. The high ceiling struc
tures may be used for textile museums, 
galleries, restalltants or multi-apartment 
buildings. Features such as the triangular 
roofs that let in natural light and natural 
water tanks may be remoulded to suit 
present needs. Even in New York, ware
houses in the centre of the city gave way 
to studio apartments. So why not in 
Mumbai?" 

Moreover, the railways would be 
used as the focal point of redevelopment 
of this area, so that commuters could 
access their workplaces and homes easily. 

This would suit the needs of the 
public. Conservation architect, Abha 
Narain Lambah also states the importance 
of rehabilitating the mill structures. "Aban
doned mill structures are deteriorating and 
are badly damaged by rain and pollution. 
One must preserve these structures, whilst 



making them socially useful." 
With the commercial and residen

tial growth in the area, the committee 
also proposed the creation of almost 
29,000 jobs that could retrench mill 
workers. For those workers not keen on 
alternate employment, the Voluntary 
Retirement Scheme was proposed. The 
Committee thus sought to propose a 
plan that exploited the potential of the 
land to its fullest. 

Grey Matters. 

The textile mills are an important 
part of Mumbai's historical and archi
tecturallandscape. They enabled the city 
to grow and expand, providing it with 
the opportunity for economic expan
SIon. 

Their future is one that nobody 
can predict - one in which politicisation 
plays a key role. One can only wait to 
see what unfolds. ~ 

Pix: Pooja Mehrotra and Bhavana Kapoor 

Seventy years ago if an Indian stepped into an English shop or a fancy restaurant, he would be rudely thrown 
out on the grounds that 'Indians and dogs' were 'not allowed'. It was an age when the Indians were slave to the 
British Empire. 

Off late it is more likely that we might have been thrown out of Crossroads, the fancy shopping mall at Hajj i 
Ali, if we did not possess a mobile phone, or a credit card, or if we were not willing to spend at least sixty rupees 
as an entrance fee. It is an age when we are slave to something even bigger and stronger. 

Some people call it money, but for a large part the identity ofthis new era coloniser remains elusive. It has 
successfully segregated the urban populous everywhere into the moneyed, and the poor, and this kind of poverty 
is simply defined by not possessing items that reflect status. It does not matter that the biggest criminals in this 
world possess mobile phones and credit cards. 

Admittedly, it has always been that shops are biased in their treatment of the 'serious customer', to the 
extent of politely or sometimes not so politely showing the door to those who do not fall into the prestigious 
category. Now we are faced with an open proclamation of this bias. 

Ideally it should pinch some remote part of our otherwise active ego, that we cannot command even the 
basic respect entitled to every human being without flashing our social status in some form or the other. Yet 
today, so committed are we to the institution of this material ideology that the question of pride does not arise. 
"I would much rather pay the entrance than be treated shabbily", said one customer to The Times oflndia when 
asked to react to the entrance rule atCrossroads, when it was passed in August. Respect, sells cheap at sixty 
rupees only. 

Incidentally the rule was called off last month. Not that it had bothered anyone while it existed. In its 
absence however many progressive individuals miss the efficiency it rendered. Dilip Ahuja, a businessman, and a 
frequenter at Crossroads says, "One could feel the difference. The crowd was less and without riff-raffs". When 
asked why the rule might have been called off, Neeta Khanna, a college student who thinks Crossroads is "a 
fabulous place", answers, "I think people got the message and now there is no need to spell it out." The message 
is loud and clear indeed. No mobile phones, no respect. No credit cards, no worth. 

It is silly, this talk of respect and rights. After all every where in the world and throughout ages man has been 
slave to the power of money. Respectability and freedom of choice, are words that are rightly associated with the 
owners of mobile phones and credit cards. It does not matter that you have worked harder than these gifted 
people, it does not matter that you feel you deserve a few good things in life. 

Perhaps we must be grateful that while the British were crude enough to exclude slaves and dogs in the same 
breath, the suave new colonizers will not do the same. After all it is understood that dogs never possess mobile 
phones and credit cards. 
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""Life is like a good black and white photograph, there's black, there's white, and lots of 

shades in between." - Karl Heiner 

Out Of Focus 
Q~otcs 0", Pl1otosr al'l1l1 

"Senseless photographers practice random acts of beauty; intelligent photographers practice consistent 
acts of selflessness." - Roland Barthes 

"If your pictures aren't 
good enough, you're I 

not close enough."
Robert Capa 

Peep Into The Pinhole 
The name "Photography was coined by Sir John Herschel, 
who first used the term in 1839, the year the photographic 
process became public. The word is derived from the 
Greek words for light and writing. 

''A photograph is a 
most important 

document, and there 
is nothing more 

damning to go down 
to posterity than a 
silly, foolish smile 
caught and fixed 

forever." 
- Mark Twain 

"Photography is 90 
per cent sheer, brutal 

drudgery!" 
- Brett Weston 

"You don't take a 
photograph. You ask, 
quietly, to borrow it." 

- Pentax advert. 

There is one an amazing, uncanny prediction made by a 
II man called de la Roche (1729- 1774) in a work called 

Giphantie. In this imaginary tale, it was possible to cap
ture images from nature, on a canvas, which had been 
coated with a sticky substance. This surface, so the tale 
goes, would not only provide a mirror image on the sticky 
canvas, but would remain on it. After it had been dried 
in the dark the image would remain permanent. The au
thor would not have known how prophetic this tale 
would be, only a few decades after his death. 

'" am always surprised when' see several cameras, a 
gaggle on lenses, filters, meters, et cetera, rattling 

around in a soft bag with a complement of refuse and 
dust. Sometime~ the professional 

is the worst offender!" 
- Ansel Adams, The Camera 

"Photography concen
trates one's eye on the 

superficial. For that 
reason it obscures the 

hidden life which 
glimmers through the 

outlines ofthings like a 
play of light and shade. 

One can't catch that 
even with the sharpest 

lens." 
- Franz Kafka, as related 

in Gustav Janouch's 
Conversations with 

Kafka 

"Photographs are 
tantalising liars." 

- Micheal Ondaatje 

''Anything more than 
500 yards from the • 

car just isn't 
photogenic." 

- Edward Weston 

"When I first became interested in photography, I thought it was the whole cheese. My idea was to have it 
recognised as one of the fine arts. Today, I don't give a hoot in hell about that. The mission of photography 

is to explain man to man and each man to himself." 
- Edward Steichen, quoted in Penelope Niven's Steichen: A Biography 
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Deonar dumping ground, the largest of the 
four dumping grounds in Mumbai, occupies a huge 
110 acres of land and takes in 70 per cent of the 
6,000 tonnes of garbage produced by Mumbaikers 
each day. It is also a working place for 4,000 rag 

Of men and beasts 
Existing day in and day out in the dumps 

and do not own even a pair of chappals to 
protect them from the dirty syringes, for 
example. This condition does not end here 
but extends to the slums where they live on 
the outskirts of this dump. 

Home Sweet Home! 
The ever expanding slums at the 

periphery of the Deonar dumping 
ground 

Photo Feature . 

pickers who painstakingly sort out dry garbage such 
as plastic paper, glass, and iron pieces, from the 
rest of the rotting garbage. They spend nearly 12 
hours in a day working in these inhuman conditions 

Sunset at Deonar 
The dumping ground has exceeded its 
capacity and is expected to close in the next 
two years. 

2S 



• Grey Matters 

~ choes from the Past Pooja Mehrotra 

Decrepit state of 
structures 

wages in 1982, was the longest strike in history. 
It led to the closure of many mills and 
consequent unemployment of mill workers. 
Today acres of land are locked in the heart 
of the city in mill premises, vacant, wasted 
and unused. Machines gather cotton duSt and 
compounds that once used to bustle 'with 
activity are still and empty. 

26 

A desolate stage heralding 
the end? 

Bhavana Kapoor 

Desolate basements, empty stone-paved 
courtyards and smoke less chimneys today 
form the face of most textile mills in Mumbai. 
The mills that came up in the 1850s in Parel 
and Byculla were once the fuel for Bombay's 
growth as an industrial city. The cotton boom 
changed the fortune of many cotton 
merchants. Workers from all over Maharashtra 
were attracted b y the employment 

Rusting remains of what was once a 
flourishing industry. 

opportunities offered by 
these mills. 
More than a century later, 
workers are faced with the 
grim reality of 
unemployment. The mill 
worker's strike for better 
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Photo Feature . 

G rowing up too soon __ Sree-=-------parna-------:Seng==--:-upta 

While most of the child labourers in India are 
employed in carpet, cracker and beedi factories, 
there is a tiny section that keeps itself busy at 
Bhaji Galli, Grant Road. Spend an afternoon 
buying vegetables at Bhaji Galli, chances are, 

Grown up at 12 

spend their afternoons here trying to earn 
some money to take back home every evening. 
Some come straight after school and some 
don't go to school at all. 

Still a child 

every now and then, a little boy will walk up to 
you and offer to carry your heavy shopping bag. 
And amidst all the middle-aged vegetable vendors, 
a little boy, will sell you vegetables from behind 
huge piles of onions and potatoes. These boys 

All the world may be my playground but ... 
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o roken Dreams 

The houses were demolished. The people displaced. The 
demolition was in March 2000': A government survey in 
January 2001 decided that they were, after all, not within 
the park limits. 
Again, nothing has been done. Rashidabi, an 88-year-old 
woman, says, "Ghar todaJ tab mera haath bhi tod drya. Haath 
theek ho gqya lekin ghar ka koi theekana nahin hai." 

Trapped within the walls we no longer own 

The monsoons are a looming threat -
mosquitoes and malaria and the fear of their 
houses being washed away. Even now, their 
strong winds 'ke~p blowing their roofs off 
leaving them cOld and shivering. Eventually, 
when these people get the permission to 
return, will they have enough resources to 
rebuild their lives? 
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A maze of uncertainties 
about our future 

Ashishwang Godha 

Hutrnents with blue plastic sheets as roofs. 
Children playing in the rubble. Poverty. All 
slums look similar. Yet, each one has a different 
beginning. The people who now constitute the 
Danu Pada slum in Kandivili (East) were living 
in houses before. Then, it was decided by 
environmentalists and forest officials that they 
were at the fringes of the Sanjay Gandhi 
National Park. 

Growing up amongst the rubble. 



------------------==================~ 

were such nIce 
people, the world 
would surely be a 
damn boring place to 
live in. Gossip is fun. 
It's mischievous. It's 
mean. It's delicious! 
Whether we admit it 
or not, a conversa
tion is hardly interest
ing if it doesn't 
include juicy details of 
another. Says Shalini 

That strange heady feeling you get after a 
good session of gossiping is familiar to all. 
AafTeen Kidwai takes a closer look at this 

Singh, a final year 
college student, 
"Even though some
times I do feel guilty 
of having passed my 
own judgement on a 

information about others'. Those who 
are comfortable with who they are and 
have come to terms with their own fail
ings have nothing to fear from gossip. 
Only hypocrites or the terminally insecure 
cannot deal with a little gentle ribbing. To 
those who conveniently absolve them
selves of having ever engaged in any form 
of gossip whatsoever, there is some dis
appointing news: Research shows that 
gossiping may be very well ingrained into 
our genetic code. "The theory - as with 
most evolutionary theories - starts with 
the apes. Our primate ancestors cemented 
ties within their small social groups 
through the ritual of grooming and even
tually, language," says Robin Dunbar, in 
his book Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolu
tion o/Language. "By schmoozing, you can 
maintain ties with several people at once, 
find your place in the larger group and 
also keep tabs on who is in power within 
the group," he elaborates. "In the mod
ern jungle, these matters are as vital as 
knowing where to fInd the thickest grove 

human addiction and universal passion we 
call gossip. 

Tell me, I beseech you, 

Needs there a school this modzsh art to teach 
you? 

No need 0/ lessons now, the knowing think; 

We might as well be taught to eat and drink. 

Caused ry a dearth 0/ scanda4 should the va
pours 

Distress our fair ones - let them read the papers. 

Their powerful mixtures such disorders hit; 

Crave what you will- there's quantum suiftcd. 

(prologue to the play 'A School for Scan
dal' written by Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
in 1812) 

Scandal, slander, backbiting, disgrace, 
shame, defamation - all sinful words, 
aren't they? After all, they represent that 
delightful human activity which we call 
'gossiping'. But, of course, nice and sen
sitive people never get themselves involved 
in any such mindless chatter ... if only there 

p erson based on 
plain rum our, I don't 

deny that I am quite addicted to gossip
ing. In most of my conversations with 
close friends, some sort of bitching does 
happen." Gossip happens everywhere. 
Even while in the 100 every 
morning, it's page three of The 
Bombqy Times that we most cher

BlIt, of COllrse, nice and sensitive 
people neverget themselves 
liwolved IiI any sllch nlliIdless 

chatte/: . .if only there were sllch 
nice people, the wodd wOllld 

sllrely be a damn bonilgplace to 
live IiI 

ish. So why the hang-ups in ad
mitting how much we relish en
gaging ourselves in this harmless 
verbal-exchange?What's more, the 
word 'gossip' has come to acquire 
such dubious connotations that it 
is almost taboo. Admittedly, gos-
sip can - and does - often get nega-
tive and judgmental. But we must also 
acknowledge the neutral and positive that 
·emerges as a natural by-product of this 
exchange. The Ramayana, for instance, 
wouldn't have existed had Mantra not tat
tled to Kaykayee, who in turn made King 
Dashrath pledge his son, Lord Ram to 
14 years exile. Gossiping is simply defined 
as 'a conversation that spreads personal 

of bananas." As they evolved, however, 
clans became larger and grooming be
came less useful as a social adhesive. It 
just took too much time to keep up with 
a hundred or more pals via nit-picking. 
So how would they keep clans close 
with as little effort as possible? Dunbar 
believes gossip has contributed a great deal 
to the course of our evolution. "Gossip 
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is essentially vocal groom
ing," he adds. "It's a means 
of maintaining order in 
larger groups." In India es
pecially, gossiping is the 
most widely accepted 
form of verbal communi
cation. Bored housewives, 
talkative kaamwaalis (maid
servants), tobacco-chewing 
chOlvkidars (security guards), 
and old office babus 
(clerks) are the stereotypi
cal gossipmongers. 
Legendary tales have been 
woven around this 
wondrous phenomenon. 
One such tale is particularly 
intriguing. Once upon a 
time, there lived a king who 
had two horns on his head. 
To hide his embarrass
ment, the king would get 
the horns chopped off 
every week by the family 
barber. The barber, of 
course, had been sworn to 
secrecy by the king. Yet, no 
matter how hard he tried, 
the barber couldn't control 
the urge to blurt out the 
strange truth to someone. 
To deal with this, the bar
ber would go off to the 
forest every evening and 
blurt out to the tree 'Raja 
ke sar pe do seent (The king's 

WHAT WOMEN CAN'T STOMACH 

Patriarchy doesn't even spare this one. Unlike their 
male counterparts, "Auraton ke pet mein koi baat nahin 
pachtl' (A woman's stomach does not digest anything), 
or so they say. Ever wondered why? A folklore goes 
something like this: One sunny afternoon of rural 
Punjab; the men-folk sat smoking hookahs, discussing 
their wives. One villager boasted how wife obedient 
his wife was. 'She knows how to keep secrets to her
self', he said. Unconvinced, his friends decided to lay 
a bet with him. As per the plan, the man went home 
that evening and told his wife how he had beheaded 
an enemy and thrown the severed head in the viIlage 
well. 'I trust you wiII not tell anyone this,' the man 
asked his wife, to which she vehemently nodded her 
head. But two days later, when his wife could no longer 
keep the big secret to herself, she went and blurted it 
out to her friend. A rumour soon spread in the viIlage 
that her husband had committed a murder. Furious at 
being let down by his wife, the man decided to teach 
her a lesson. He instructed her that in case the police 
inquired into the details of the murder she should say 
that it happened on the day the gu/gul/as (a Punjabi 
sweet) poured from the skies. And she said just that. 
The police went away, convinced the woman was mad. 
The next day, the man went to the well with his wife, 
and drew out a watermelon from the well. "This is 
the 'head' that I threw inside. Really, nothing stays in a 
woman's stomach". 

prone to depression, they are 
also less likely to die of heart 
disease." Gossiping does not 
benefit the heart alone. The 
mind too gets some fresh air. 

Imagine the cathartic effect that 
takes place every time you 
mutter, "I shouldn't say this, 
but I will ... " It's far better drain
ing out the boil of resentment, 
rather than self-righteously sim
mering within and nursing a 
grudge, which only grows ug
lier with time, never seeing the 
light of day. And what about 
that sense of glee, the power 
and confidence in knowing tit
bits of information about 
someone we want to know 
more about? Gossiping really 
does a great deal for our so
cial knowledge and self-es
teem. It lets us know that we 
are normal, and aren't going 
through things alone. It also al
lows us to picture people as 
they are, rather than how they 
would like to be seen. In this 
sense, gossiping is a great way 
of breaking class boundaries. 
Adds Zarine, another colle
gian, "Gossiping is so harm
less most of the time. It 
shouldn't really matter to the 
person who is being discussed. 
Everyone does it. So who 
cares, any ways? ''Anthropolo-

head has two horns). One day, a wood
cutter chopped off that tree and sold it 
to a man who made 

pulled. gists were probably only exaggerating 
when they announced that gossiping is a 

musical instruments. 
A sitar was made out 
of the wood, which 
was then purchased by 
a local musician. To 
the king's embarrass
ment and everyone else's amusement, the 
sitar would automatically sing 'Raja ke sar 
pe do seeng' every time any string was 

3D 

The findings of a research done by 
Harvard scientists published in The Jour
nal of Epidemiology and Community Health 
aune 1996), reported that gossiping can 
potentially improve the physical and men
tal well being of individuals who partake 
in it. The study reported that by bonding 
over chit-chat, individuals can build a 
closer social network and live longer, 
healthier lives. "Not only are they less 

universal passion. It 
was their own guilty 
conscience that made 
them pass such a ri
diculous judgement. 
Tut, tut. You don't 
gossip. Neither do 1. 

We are all nice and sensitive people. Huh. 
Don't you really wis~? 



"I would prefer the word 
opportunity to greed," said the 
now-famous Harsh avardhan 
Nawathe to The Times of India 
when asked if the 'hottest' game 
show in the country is promot
ing greed. Well, Harshavardhan, 
perhaps the whole phrase needs 
to be changed to 'opportunity at 
greed'. 

achievers won this award and 
our children will grow an a 
healthy diet of filmi studs 
and 'lucky' risk-takers for 
their idols. 

For the few ignoramuses, if 
any, that may have missed the 
recent mayhem on television, the 
game show in question is called 
Kaun Banega Crorepati, and 
Harshavardhan Nawathe is 'the 

Kaun Banega Crorepati has rocked th 
television world by breaking all records on 

The KBC team, headed 
by Siddhartha Basu, 
however, insist that the 'luck' 
factor is minimal. In fact, ac
cording to Basu, "KBC is a 
test of skill. The entire game 
dep ends on whether the 
participant knows the answer 
to the questions or not. 
Money only serves to 
heighten the drama." At least 
they concede that it is drama 
under the guise of a healthy 
quiz show. Drama, that is ab
sent from the lives of 'ordi-

only participant to have won ru
pees one crore in the show. Ap
plause. 

Kaun Banega Crorepati (KBC), 

TRP charts and acquiring the large 
viewership for any television show till date. 
Revathy Menon examines what feeds the r~TTJP ":I 

of shows like KBC 
the show that propelled an 
ordinary student like 
Harshavardhan to extraordinary fame, 
among many other things, has singularly 
won the affection and loyalty of televi
sion viewers all over the country. Shops 
are lined up with more quiz books than 
ever and animated discussions on strat
egies and ploys to win the 

IQ? Neither are as universally charac
teristic of humans as an excessive de
sire for wealth. Besides, this wealth is 
attractively packaged and offers fame 
and recognition for free. Mr, Nawathe, 
the honourable crorepati, will vouch for 

nary' people who therefore 
call in to try their luck at 

getting into the game show. The levels 
of chance that go into the person actu
ally getting to participate and the calcu
lated risk that needs to taken for rising 
to higher levels in the game subvert the 
'test of skill' theory considerably. 

Actually, KBC is an 
coveted prize-money are in. 
From 9 am to 10 pm (Mon-
day to Tursday), the entire 
nation stays glued to their 
television sets with bated 

Ollr intellect. Ifjlldged by the standard of qllestions. 
can be better defined as the common sense or at 

the most general knowled,g'e at the 
standard X level. 

outstanding example 
of how a simple recipe 
can produce the most 
tantalising results. The 
most delicious ingredi
ent in its success story breath as participants come 

dangerously close to winning the crore. 
Evidently, KBC has successfully 

tapped that one human vice that lurks 
behind our aspirations - greed. What 
else compels the 'lucky' participants to 
persistently 'play' on and on, staking 
every rupee that they win? Sportsman
ship? The prowess of their exceptional 

it as he made it to every newspaper 
headline, most television shows and 
many award functions. He was even 
given the Young Achievers Award 
alongside none other than the green 
eyed, Siamese-thumbed hero of 
Bollywood, Hrithik Roshan. Of course, 
we will never know if any 'real' young 

is it's legendary host, who has everything 
short of a PhD in captivating audience. 
With his shimmering white goatee and 
deep hypnotic voice, he converts a loud 
bidding game into a matter of intrigue 
and intellect. 

His effort, of course, is entirely 
wasted when the participant breaks into 
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a sweat and gushes with glee on win
ning the first 10,000 rupees. 

The second clever ingredient, is the 
collection of sim-

ingness to earn money at any cost." 
The questions that then arise are 

disturbing. Is it fair to lure people with 

ple, multiple choice 
questions that 
humbly claim to 
test our 'intellect'. 
Our intellect, if 
judged by the 
standard of ques
tions, can be better 
defined as the 

Big B's remarks are delight
fully enjoyed - n41ether he is 
asking the participant 'kya 

impossible aspi
rations in a na
tion where more 
than half the 
population barely 
has a square meal 
a day? 
Govindram, a-
55-year-old ga
rage worker, will 
agree that it isn't. 
So obsessed was · 
he with getting 
on the show that 
he would spend 
days with quiz 

aapne kabhi itna saara paisa 
dekha hai?" or whether he is 

praising a woman partici
pant for actually winning a 

large alllOunt of 111Oney. 
common sense or 
at the most general 
knowledge at the 
standard X level. 
The easy questions 
make us feel 
infinitely superior 

Evident{l', we are willing to 
stoop to :my level of humili

Cltion if there is a remote 
possibility of getting paid 

for it. 

and crave for warmth of the 'hot seat'. 
The third and the most important 

ingredient is money. It is the single most 
effective crowd-puller that keeps us 
glued to our television sets. Watching 
strangers winning money serves as the 
vicarious fulfilment of our desires and 
this is the pillar of shows like KBC. 

According to Dr. Avijit Pathak, 
associate professor at the Centre for 
Study of Social Sciences, Jawaharlal 
Nehru Uniersity GNU), New Delhi, 
"Game shows like KBC, show the 
power of television - the way it defmes 
the language of the contemporary mass 
culture, and articulates the aspirations 
of the emergent middle class. 

Here is a class that knows that what 
matters most in the age of consumerism 
is money. Money is success, money is 
life itself. Here is a class that seems to 
be obsessed with spectacular stars and 
celebrities. Indeed, KBC and its success 
reveals the power of a celebrity like 
Amitabh Bachchan and the middle class 
desire to establish intimacy with the star, 
and the power of money and the will-
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books without 
going to work. "I must have tried at least 
a hundred times so far. Each time I an
swered right but was not selected for 
the next level." A disappointed 
Govindram has 
lost all hopes of 
getting into the 
show, to the 
extent that he 
believes it is 
rigged. 

Is it right 
to elevate the 
importance of 
money and 
fame to such 
heights through television when more 
than half the viewers are children? The 
parents of Ashwini and Kamlesh 
Sirwani will agree that it isn't. Ashwini 
and Kamlesh ran away from home in 
order to participate in KBC and to meet 
the Big B. When found, they were 
working in a restaurant as waiters. 

Yet, we unquestioningly support 
the show, even while it takes no respon
sibility for its message or effects. 

Siddhartha Basu does not agree, re
minding us, " We certainly are a socially 
responsible program. Keeping in mind 
the immense influence Amitabh 
Bachchan has on his audience, we do 
use the KBC platform through him to 
impart socially relevant messages. You 
will recall that we made it point to re
mind the public about the final round 
of the Pulse Polio Vaccination drive in 
December, 2000." 

Unfortunately, these nuggets of 
social activism are of no avail in the light 
of the ridiculous remarks that are ab
sorbed by a wide-eyed audience with 
equal awe. The booming voice of 
Amitabh Bachchan asks, "~a aapne 
kabhi itna sara paisa dekha hai?" (Have you 
ever actually seen so much money?), or 
at other times, congratulates a woman 
participant on being smart enough to 
win large amounts of money. Evidently, 
we do not mind the humiliation since 
there is a remote possibility that we 

ing into a single show. 

might get 
paid for it. 

Televi
sion has al
ways af
fected its 
viewers but 
today we are 
seeing its 
entire range 
of power 
precipitat-

Besides, backing it are newspapers 
that sell it to us by publishing press re
leases and singing praises of calculative 
programming that has reaped hand
some revenues. It is a winning partner
ship - greed and media; and as long as 
media continues to dress this ugly mon
ster up in attractive shows like KBC, the 
genius of greed will work eternally. 



QDm))J~ 
The Story They Tell 

A • For 200 years, a ssassln: murderous sect of 
religious fanatics terrorised the Middle 
East, using the town of Alamut in South 
Persia as their base. They killed under 
the influence of drugs and became no
torious through their Arabic name of 
Hoshshishin, users of hashish. The 
Mongols wiped out the sect in the thir
teenth century, but the Anglicised ver
sion of the name lives on. 

Hitchhike: The term is said to have originated in America 
in the nineteenth century to describe how two men could travel 
with only one horse. One man rode ahead till an allotted dis
tance, then hitched the horse to a tree and continued on foot. 
When the second man reached the horse, he rode it until he 
overtook his companion, and so the sequence went on. 

Booze: The Dutch had a word for drinking to excess - buzien. By 

the sixteenth century, buizing had been adopted in English, and 
over the years, the word became completely anglicised as slang 
for alcoholic drink. 

- ------ - -

Robot: The Czech dramatist 
Karel Capek invented this word 
in a play about mechanical men. 
The play was called RUR which 
stood for Rossum's Universal 
Robots, and the term entered the 
English language when it was 
translated in 1923. Capek made 
up the word by shortening the 
Czech term for a slave - Robotnik 

-- -

-- . 

Foolscap: Before the 

Commonwealth was set up in 
England after the seventeenth

century Civil War, the King 
licensed paper-making, and 
every sheet bore the royal 

cypher as a watermark. The 
Republican leader, Oliver 

Cromwell, with characteristic 
contempt for the trapping of 
royalty, abolished this and 

substituted a watermark of his 
own showing a 'fool's cap'. 

Quiz: In about 1780, so 
the story goes, a Dublin theatre 

manager named Daly laid a 
bet that within 24 hours he 
could introduce a new word 

into the English language. He 
spent one whole night chalking 

the letter QUIZ on walls 
throughout the city. The next 

day the strange word was on 
everyone's lip, yet, nobody 
knew what it meant. Thus, it 

became a byword for a joke or 
a puzzle. Later, it came to mean 
a set of puzzling questions or, 

as a verb, to interrogate some
one. 

Spinster: Girls waiting to get married would, at one time, spin 
threads to make household linen for their trousseau. It was said, 
rather unkindly, of the ones who never got husbands, that they kept 
s innin and waitin all their lives. 
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Social 

Meetings at Taj, lunch at Oberoi's and, 
by the way, we also save lives. 
Namrata Chawla looks into the 
corporatisation of money-raking 
machines, also known as, NGOs 

to the pioneering 
experiments of Tagore and 
Gandhi in the 1920s. These 
aimed at development 
broadly conceived as eco
nomic upliftment as well as 
social transformation and 
welfare. The voluntary sec
tor has considerably ex
panded since then, and 
large number of organisa
tions are engaged in activi
ties ranging from charity to 
economic relief and rural 
development. 

These organisations 
mainly arose due to politi
cal instability and economic 
stagnation. It was seen as a 
response to the incapacity 
of the state to hold its vari

ous constituents in a framework of 
positive action, its growing refusal and 
inability to deliver the goods and its in
creasingly repressive character. NGOs 
arose to fill the gaps left by government 
serVices. 

their jobs to join NGOs. Their offices 
are situated in plUS'n oirtce compl exes. 
Meetings and presentations are held at 
the Taj and cars and laptop computers 
become part of the pay package. 
"Nowadays, lot of NGOs are going the 
corporate way. Many of them have good 
funding but the output is minimum. 
Some of the NGOs have become 
money-minded and unfortunately the 
top brass of the NGO seems to be get
ting all the benefits while other field 
workers are kept away from these luxu
ries. The 'hire and fire' policy has 
entered theNGO sector. Right now the 
whole scenario is very disturbing and it 
is becoming harder to break this new 
trend," says a Professor at a top man
agement college, requesting anonymity. 
Due to this professionalism, it has be
come easier to access funds. Most 
corporate houses have corporate social 
responsibility on their public relations 
agenda. They fund the activities of these 
NGOs in order to build their public 
image. Most NGOs are aware of this 

fact and 

Every morning when one opens 
the newspapers, one reads of calamities 
and other problems in different parts 
of our country. An element that is com
mon between them are the three famil
iar letters NGO. What is an NGO? How 
do you define the term? An NGO, or 
Non Governmental Organisation, ac
cording to the World Bank is ''An or
ganisation or group of people working 
independent of any external control 
with specific objectives and aims to ful
f1l tasks that are oriented to bring about 
desirable change in a given community 
or area or situation. They include many 
groups and institutions that are entirely 
or largely independent of government 
and that have primarily humanitarian or 
co-operative rather than commercial 
objectives." 

N G 0 s 

have come 
a long way 
since then. 
They still 
are propa-

Their offices are situated in plush office 
complexes. Meetings and presentations are 

held at the n,j and cars and laptop 
computers become part of the pax package 

take full 
advan
tage of it. 
"NGOs 
today are 

Non Governmental Organisations 
have a long history in India dating back 

gators of social transformation but 
somewhere along the line the image of 
these NGOs are changing. 

More and more NGOs are attain
ing a certain degree of professionalism. 
It is no longer filled with high society 
ladies who want to do their two bits for 
society. There is an influx of skilled and 
trained professionals in this sector. 
Many corporate employees are leaving 

very de
pendent on sponsorship from business 
houses. Quite often companies spon
soring an organisation for a long time 
withdraw sponsorship leaving NGOs to 
search for new donors," says Radhika 
Gulati, of Partners in Change, an NGO 
set up in the early 1990s to encourage 
companies and business houses to link 
up with other NGOs at various levels, 
ranging from financial to human 
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resources. 
NGOs have become money

minting machines and have become 
smart in public relations. They are en
couraged by the press which gives them 
coverage while failing to cover the 
positive work done by the genuine 
NGOs. They are more concerned with 
how they are perceived in general rather 
than the grassroot work that is 
happening 

Ahemdabad. However, there is also an 
increase in the rate of dropouts. 

Many corporates, after a stint in 
this sector, forget their community con
sciousness and return to green pastures. 
Archana Verma, a Corporate Commu
nications executive at Good Relations 
India, started her public relations career 
at the Akanksha foundation, an NGO 
that educates slum children. However, 

after two 
I t 

has 
become a 
lucrative 
profes
sion. In 
the UK, 
for 

In India, the company chauffeurs draw 
better salaries than most secretaries or 

chief accountants of the trusts. As a result, 
most of the NGOs and trusts are staffed 

with retired bank, company or government 
employees. 

years she 
decided 
to move 
on and 
join a 
corpo
rate or-

example, more than one million people 
work in voluntary organisations full 
time. In India, the company chauffeurs 
draw better salaries than most 
secretaries or chief accountants of the 
trusts. As a result, most of the NGOs 
and trusts are staffed with retired bank, 
company or government employees. In 
India, to meet this growing need for 
professionals, there are colleges and 
courses specifically to train people to 
join NGOs. For example, the Narsee 
Monjee College in Juhu has a course in 
NGO management and another NGO 
management school has opened up in 

ganlsa
tion. ''Working in an NGO is very self
satisfying but I needed a lot more ex
posure; there is very little upward mo
bility in an NGO." 

NGOs today have grown massive 
egos. There is no unity amongst them. 
While they are striving towards the 
upliftrnent and betterment of society, 
they are all choosing the singular path. 
They do not consider their needs to be 
similar. These disparities between the 
NGOs is easily discernible at the NGO 
fair, hosted by the Concern India Foun
dation wherein more than 100 NGOs 
are invited from all over the country to 

sell their wares and create and aware
ness amongst the citizens. There is stiff 
competition between the NGOs to 
make the most sales. This entire com
mercialisation of the cause and plight 
of NGOs have benefited only a few 
NGOs. For example, CRY cards are in 
direct competition with Archies and 
Hallmark cards. There was a need to get 
professional and aggressively market 
their products. 

The equation is simple; the NGO 
that has marketed itself well and has the 
most contacts gets the most funds. This 
divides NGOs into categories, the 
upmarket and rural. "The total number 
of NGOs in the country is more than 
70,000. While the actual number might 
be in lakhs, the number of the regis
tered NGOs may not be more than 
10,000. Commercialisation of NGOs 
has no doubt led to their rapid growth 
but that does not mean that everyone 
joining the field is attracted because of 
money only," says K Sheth, a volunteer 
who helps raises funds for NGOs. 
There are two sides to every story, de
pends on which way you look at it. 
Corporatisation, to a certain extent, is 
necessary because it needs to acquire a 
certain degree of professionalism, and 
is thus run like a business organisation. 
But commercialisation can also have 
dire consequences. 

With Best Compliments 
Chef Anirudh 
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Last year India gained its bil
lionth citizen. While most of the In
dian population lives under the pov
erty line, a growing population to 
many spells overcrowding, depletion 
of resources and an even tougher 
fight for survival. Thomas Malthus, 
probably wagged his ghostly finger 
to say, "I told you so ... " 

He saw the poor as a growing 
army of millions out to destroy the 
world. His theory of population pro
pounded that the cause of poverty is 
the tendency of the poor themselves 
to multiply and devour surplus 
wealth. In other words, the poor stay 
poor because they mindlessly have 
more children than they can afford. 

Malthus's theory of population 
was aired out of the cupboard to sup
port the perception that poverty is the 
cause of environmental destruction as 
well. This old theory is used time and 
again to justify controlling the growing 
numbers of poor people. The state's fo
cus on controlling the fertility of the 
poor and especially that of women, is 
influenced by economic forces in the 
developed countries -after all who has 
heard of aid without strings? 

This year, the Indian government 

tions. This has a grave effect on 
a woman's political rights as 
well. Such forms of coercion 
are not merely limited overt tac
tics. 

In a world where pregnancy is seen 
as a disease, pharmaceutical compa

In this rush to reduce 
populations, untested or untried 
contraceptives have been intro
duced in the Third World coun
tries, literally making these 
women gwnea pIgS. 

What should be a method 
of careful counselling, planning 
and informed choice has 
become a callous means to con
trol the reproductive rights of 
the woman. Women's bodies 

nies are cashing in on the cure. 
5iddique explores the issue of using 
women !Tom developing nations as 
guinea pigs for controversial 

continue to be used as a 
battleground in the campaign to 
defuse the population bomb. 

contraceptives. 

conditions that go against the national 
policy. Women's rights' campaigner, 
Brinda Karat says that the national birth 
control programme is using coercion to 
reach its targets, which amounts to 'pun
ishing the poor for their poverty'. 

Thus, Maharashtra State an
nounced that it would cut subsidised 
food quotas for poor children from 
large families. The governments of 
Uttar Pradesh, central Madhya Pradesh 

The quinicrine legacy is probably 
the most horrific form of this cam
paign. Quinicrine, initially introduced as 
an anti-malarial drug, was later pro
moted as a method of sterilisation. As 
it involved a non-surgical method of in
sertion, the yellow pellet gained a lot of 
supporters despite its life threatening 
side effects. 

The two biggest promoters of the 
drug, American doctors - Drs. Stephen 

announced nil.'" .... 
a new Na- . ___ ollla DC a l11et/lOd of c;lrcful counsel/ing, phl11ninl{ :Cl11d inforr11ed choice 

Mumford 
and 
E Ito n 
Kessel, 

tional 
Population 
Policy, 
w h i c h 

lws becon1C a cal/ous l11cans to control the reproductin..> rights of thc Wo/Wl11. 

WOI11cn's bodies continue to be w;ed as a battleground in the c:lI11paign to 

defuse the popuhltion bomb. were mo
tivated 

speaks of a 'target-free and non-disin
centive regime' in birth control. 

But, on the other hand, it is allow
ing several states to negotiate direct 
funding for birth control from interna
tional agencies, which have laid down 

and western Rajasthan states have also 
linked availability of benefits under gov
ernment schemes to family size. The ad
joining states of Delhi and Haryana 
have enacted laws to bar candidates with 
more than two children from local elec-

not by the empowerment of women or 
their control over their reproductive 
rights, but as a means to prevent migra
tions from third world countries into 
the US. 

Despite the ban enforced by the 
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Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and supported by the World Health Or
ganisation (WHO), it was still very much 
in use countries like India, Vietnam, 
Thailand and Bangladesh. 

In India, 25,000 to 40,0000 
women were sterilised using this drug 
till as late as 1997. Most without their 
knowledge. In India, the main promot
ers of this method, Dr. Biral Mullick 
and Dr. JK Jain, were believed to be 
guided by the fears of an increase in 
the Muslim population. Their logic? 
"Forget about the family, even the 
woman herself will not get to know 
she has been sterilised. There won't be 
any scar." 

Recent controversies surround in
jectable drugs such as Norplant, Depo
Provera and NET-EN. NET-EN and 
Depo-Provera were launched in India 
in 1986 and 1994 respectively for 'so
cial marketing' by private practitioners 
and NGOs. 

While these injectables are effec

vocated for women 'who can't be 
trusted to use any other contraception 
reliably' (that is, in mental asylums). 

In the Third world countries, how
ever, these are prescribed as spacing 
methods for perfectly normal healthy 
women. 

During 1980s, US Agency for In
ternational Development (USAID) gave 
women who wanted birth control in 
Peru (where abortion is illegal), a 
'choice' between Norplant and sterili
sation. In Indonesia, coercive measures 

women were offered free injections; 
some were even threatened with being 
fired from their jobs if they refused 
them. 

Doctors who have been involved 
with Depo-Provera trials in India claim 
that these injectables are a safe and ef
fective form of contraception when 
properly administered and monitored. 
Skill while injecting, timing of first in
jection and subsequent injections are 
of crucial importance. 

They argue that many women 
want to use contraceptives without the 
knowledge of their husbands or in

laws and so, injectables are an ideal 
option. Jaya Velankar of the Forum for 
Women's Health indignantly refutes this, 
"Technology is not the answer to a so
cial problem where women in reality 
have no control over their bodies." 

Dr. Bhate, gynaecologist at KEM 
hospital, Mumbai, says, "It is the lack 
of monitoring and follow-up of users 
and inability to deal with medical emer

tive upto 12 to 13 weeks 
and are easy to adminis
ter, they also pose serious 
side effects. Depo
Provera, which costs Rs. 
126 per dosage, for in
stance, has 84 side effects 
listed on it; which are not 

III the US, these birth-col1trolmethods arc ildl'ocated for 

WOnlel1 'who can't be trusted to usc anv other 

COl1tnlceptiOI1 reliab{v' (that is, in men till asylums). In 

the Third world countries, however, these ;Ire prescribed 

as spacing methods for perfect{v normal heilitl~v W0111cn. 

gencies that make 
injectables even more 
dangerous. It is be
cause of lack of in
formed consent and 
enforcement of disin
centives by the govern-

taken into consideration by doctors. 
Norplant is a hormonal contracep

tive method for women consisting of 
six silicone rods, inserted under the skin 
in the upper arm. Although the FDA 
approved Norplant in December 1990, 
the National Women's Health Network 
has not approved its usage because the 
long-term safety of the drug has not 
been adequately researched. 

In Finland, health providers state 
that they do not consider Norplant a 
method of first choice, but would rec
ommend it to 'asocial women'. In the 
US, these birth-control methods are ad-
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such as withholding pay checks and de
nying jobs are utilised to spread the 
drug. The Thai National Family Plan
ning Program have phased down 
Norplant delivery in urban areas, con
centrating its effort to expand its use 
'among the hill tribes populations'. 

In 1970s, even as the FDA barred 
the general marketing of Depo-Provera 
in the US, programmes funded by the 
U.S. and United Nations continued to 
experiment with it and promote it in 
countries such as Thailand, India, 
Kenya, Colombia, and Mexico. Under 
South Africa's apartheid regime, Black 

ment that injectables 
have a high potential to be abused -
either to reduce population growth or 
to selectively discourage reproduction 
amongst certain populations." 

The Indian Government has been 
trying to introduce these injectables for 
mass use through the family welfare 
programme but vigorous opposition 
from women's groups has prevented 
that, as full trials on their safety have 
not been done in India. "However 
Depo-Provera is available as an over
the-counter drug. So, not only are 
women paying for the drug, but are also 
being tested on it!" says Jaya Velankar. 



There are two court cases against 
introduction of these hormonal, long
acting contraceptives in the family wel
fare system. Yet, recently, prodded by 
the WHO and the United Nations 
Population Fund, the Mumbai-based 
Institute for Research and Reproduc
tion, under the Indian Council ofMedi
cal Research (ICMR), has recommended 
that they be introduced in a phased 
manner. 

While use of contraceptives is sup
posed to be a method of exerting con
trol over ones body, ones reproductive 
rights and is about a shared responsi
bility between partners, there is in in
herent gender bias in the contraceptive 
measures available. 

In the initial phases of Family 
Planning in India, emphasis was given 
to user-friendly contraceptives such as 
diaphragms and jellies that the woman 
could discontinue. After 1977, there was 
a clear shift in methods of birth control. 
They are targeted mainly at women -
Oral pills, Intra Uterine Devices (IUDs), 
injectable contraceptives, female 
condoms versus male condoms and 
vasectomy. These are essentially pro
vider-friendly and dependent forms of 
birth control. 

"In fact," says Dr. Bhate, "women 
need birth control measures only for 
certain days every month when they are 
fertile. Therefore, they do not need 
long-acting evasive methods . It is 
estimated that women are fertile for only 
about four percent of their lifetime! In 
contrast, a man is fertile all the time for 
most of his life, but we never hear 
people talk about men's fertility. Even 
though there are easier and safer birth 
control methods for men, like condoms 
and vasectomy, men rarely take 
responsibility for their own fertility." 

The success of injectables in third 
world countries is questionable. How-

ever, the clear benefactors of the 41 
million contraceptive market are the 
pharmaceutical companies. These com
panies not only promote the drugs but 
fund research and even conduct post 
market surveillance. Recently, Monsanto 
(manufacturers of the terminator seed) 
merged with Pharmica Upjohn, mak
ers of Depo-Provera. The company re
fused to divulge sales figures in India. 

Says Jaya Velankar, "Blaming 
population for causing poverty is an easy 

Grey Matters . 

way out for the government to explain 
all it's shortcomings and shift the blame 
to so-called reckless behaviour of the 
poor." 

This point of view does not ques
tion the system which breeds exploita
tion, unemployment, unequal distribu
tion of resources, over-consumption by 
a few, and destructive modern develop
ment. Also, in nailing blame on the poor, 
the state hopes to avert masses of im
poverished people from rising up. [Q] 

Wanted: Guinea Pigs 

Industrialised countries of the world - with only 22 per cent 
of the world's population consume 70 per cent of the world's en
ergy, 75 per cent of its metals, 85 per cent of its wood and 60 per 
cent of its food. 

Quinicrine: Causes prolonged bleeding, increases the risk of 
reproductive tract cancer and the development of abnormal uterine 
lesions. The danger to the foetus is also very high. 

Health hazards of injectables: Menstrual disturbances, thick
ening of blood vessels, thromboembolism (development of blood 
clots at unexpected sites), osteoporosis, weight changes, metabolic 
changes, adverse effects on foetus (in case of accidental pregnancy) 
and, above all, risk of cancer. 

It is clear, however, that using Norplant wasn't a healthy idea 
in the first place. In 1999, Wyeth-Ayerst, the maker of Norplant 
birth control implants, agreed to pay a reported $54 million to more 
than 36,000 women to settle claims that the implants caused head
aches, nausea, irregular menstrual bleeding and depression. 

On August 10, 2000, Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories, issued a let
ter instructing doctors to stop inserting implants that were shipped 
after October 1999 and have expiration dates of2004. The company 
says routine tests showed that products in these batches are "at the 
lower end for acceptability" for shelf life stability, which means that 
they may be ineffective. 
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that everyone IS 

naturally hetero
sexual, the Manu 
5 mriti pronounces 
severe punish
ments for male as 
well as female ho
mosexuality. Reli
gious objections to 
homosexuality 
spring from two 
sources. 

Are we open to accepting alternate 
One is the an-

dent patriarchal 
warrior-clan reli
gion on which 

The lawful debasement of homo
sexuality can be traced back to 1860. 
The British, a staunchly Christian com
munity, found homosexuality anti-reli
gious and abhorrent, as is evident from 
the enactment of the Indian Penal Code 
(IPq. Article 377 of the IPC states, "Of 
unnatural offences: whoever voluntar
ily has carnal intercourse against the 
order of nature with any man, woman 
or animal shall be punished with impris
onment of either description for a term 
which may extend for 10 years, and shall 
be liable to fine." Penetration is suffi
cient to constitute the carnal intercourse 
necessary to the offence described in 
this section. The exact scope of this 
vague definition - 'carnal intercourse 
against the order of nature' - has been a 
major subject of debate. It has gener
ally been interpreted to include acts of 
anal sex (coitus per anal sex) as well as 
oral sex (coitus per oral sex) between 
males. The possibility of this definition 
being extended to heterosexual acts of 
anal or oral sex also exists, but has not 
been tested. Meanwhile, homosexuality 
remains a criminal offence in India, a 

as a part of mainstream society or will such 
individuals remain on the fringes? 
Kinjal Dagli examines the issue. 

It's an exercise in word power. 'In
vert, pervert, deviant, pederast, 
sodomist, sodomite, queer, homo
sexual'. These are the words to choose 
from to label those who, by default - a 
genetic one - repeal, what is commonly 
believed to be, nature's sodomy'law. 
Carnal intercourse between man and 
woman ensures survival of the human 
race through procreation. This 'norm' 
is violated by 10 million' of India's one 
billion population as they have sexual 
preferences that are 'different and there
fore conflicting with mainstream real
ity. These people are attracted to those 
of their own sex - a phenomenon that 
is disparate to the 'Adam and Eve' func
tioning of society prescribed and vali
dated by most religions. 

The thin, almost non-existent, di
viding lines between religion and law 
makes a society for which 'religion is 
law'. Most religions, and therefore laws, 
completely disregard the existence of 
homosexuality. While the Bible implies 

40 

several modern 
religions are based. 

In their clans it was every male's duty to 
breed and to produce more soldiers. 
This would augment the chances of 
survival of the tribe when surrounded 
by enemy societies, as more warriors 
would be available to fight the battles. 
Hence, anyone who didn't, would be 
violating cult norms and it was taken as 
a sign of non-male weakness, of 'sin' 
against their warrior Father. The other 
source of these condem
nations has been the 
need of religious and 
political leaders. In trying 
to force their religion and 
its observance on the 
peoples of their commu-

It is believed that some people 'de

velop' 11OnlOsexwlii~v <IS :1 fOrIn of 

negative beh:ll'iollr, sllch :IS, 

alcoholism, ~ving or stealing. 

nities, they have created mythic polemics 
that attempt to denigrate and destroy 
the religious beliefs and practices of 
others. This is the origin of the myth 
of Sodom and Gomorra, and of the op
probrious dictum of Saul. We see this 
dynamic in some religious groups that 
concentrate on anti-gay rhetoric. 

taboo held in place by a repressive and 
discriminatory socio-political system. 
Any attempt to understand - or, at least, 
accommodate - homosexuality chal
lenges the pervasive view that gays don't 
exist and this brings up problems, ques
tions and controversies. 

The stifling mores of a conserva 



tive heartland society continue to view 
homosexuality as 'unnatural' and 'inde
cent'_ What we do not and prefer not 
to know is that sexual orientation comes 
in three natural, forms: heterosexuality, 
bisexuality and homosexuality. Hetero
sexuality becomes the norm because the 
large number of humans (and other 
mammals) are heterosexual. It is be
lieved that some people 'develop' ho
mosexuality as a form of negative be
haviour, such as alcoholism, lying or 
stealing. However, medical research 
shows that the tendency towards homo
sexuality is determined genetically. But 
this tendency mayor may not be trig
gered into a homosexual orientation af
ter birth. Human sexuality researchers 
consider genetic and environmental fac
tors to determine the causes of sexual 
orientation. Though there is a strong ge
netic component to homosexuality, 
genes do not completely determine 
sexual orientation. Some environmen

figure that is surprisingly constant across 
cultures, irrespective of values and 
standards of a particular culture. Ho
mosexual behaviour certainly does not 

Conserv:ltiFe Christi;ms typi

c:lily use the term 'special 

rights' rather th:m 'equal rights' 

because they believe that rig'hts 

based on sexwtl behaviour are 
quite different from the more 

traditiowtl rights. 

feel normal or natural to heterosexuals: 
they often have strong feelings of re
vulsion towards the idea. Homosexual
ity is believed to be a 'deformity' which 
'pollutes' the natural order of things. 
What we fail to realise is that if sexual 
orientation were indeed a matter of per
sonal choice, homosexual people must 
be crazy to choose a way of life that 
brings them so much hostility, discrirni-

Grey Matters. 

cussions on sex have always been strictly 
avoided, increasing concern for popu
lation control and sexual health has 
brought about a mode of sex educa-
tion that is concerned exclusively with 
'reproductive issues'. 

This would therefore fail to be at 
all meaningful to a large section of gay 
population in need of a very special
ised kind of help and information. 
Their education needs to be non
judgementally and urgently informed 
This is not simply a question of sexual 
equality or of being enlightened and 

civilised. It is also crucial to the Epide
miology of AIDS in India, which con
tinues to evade dangerously the reality 
of men who enjoy sex with other men. 
Groups of individuals are given equal 
protection under various federal/state 
province and city civil rights law. These 
include groups identified by race, gen
der, religion, nationality, and degree of 
disability, language. This list of rights is 

tal influence after conception 
(perhaps before birth)might 
trigger one or more 'gay genes' 
in some people. 

Sexualolientation for a cl1Ild begjns n-om bli-th 
gradually been extended 
to include sexual 
orientation. Many con
servative Christians 
oppose sexual orienta
tion in a list of protected 
groups and they argue 
that homosexuality and 

The absence of this 
influence in other individuals 
would cause the gene(s) to 

and gets finnly rooted by the oine it starts 
school. Thus. even li7 cases where the cl1Ild may 
genetically possess don1li7ant homosexual traits. 
it wIll be oJiented accordli7g to whether it is bon7 

remain dormant. Some re
searchers, mainly conservative 
Christians, theorise that a homosexual 
orientation is caused by bad parenting; 
for instance, by an overprotective 
mother and an emotionally absent 
father. Such study results frequently 
tend to match the researcher's pre-con
ceived beliefs more than they match re
ality. Studies done by groups that are 
not conservative Christians find no cor
relation between the incidence of ho
mosexuality and parenting styles. 

Homosexual orientation is in place 
very early in the life cycle, possibly in 
about 10 per cent of the population, a 

with female ovaries or male testicles. 

nation, loss and suffering. A system that 
eliminates sexual choice for its people 
is a product of age-old social, and 
sexual, conditioning. Sexual orientation 
for a child begins from birth and gets 
firmly rooted by the time it starts school. 
Thus, even in ,cases where the child may 
genetically possess dominant homo
sexual traits, it will be oriented accord
ing to whether it is born with female 
ovaries or male testicles. There exists no 
space for 'alternate' sexual preferences 
in the child's formal as well as non
formal sex education. While open dis-

heterosexuality are 
chosen behaviours that can be changed 
at any time through preparative therapy. 
By this argument gays and lesbians 
cannot ask for 'special protection'. 
Under civil rights laws, design for people 
whose status has nothing to do with 
behaviour. Conservative Christians 
typically use the term 'special rights' 
rather than 'equal rights' bec:;ause they 
believe that rights based on sexual be
haviour are quite different from the 
more traditional rights. The latter are 
based on unchangeable factors, like race, 
colour, ability status, nationality and 
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gender. Thus, equal rights for gays 
and lesbians would protect their behav
iour. Gay and lesbian groups point to 
the high incidents of gay bashing as well 
as empowerment and accommodation, 
discrimination. 

In parts of the world countries like 
Japan and South Africa have, at least, 

1 ___ MUMBAI __ _ 

Humsafar Trust 
Pioneer in providing support to Gays 
and Lesbians in India. Runs helpline 
'Hums afar Ki Awaz' and 'Humsafar 
Drop-in Centre'. 
Post Box 6913, Santacruz (E), 
Mumbai - 400 050 
Voicemail: +91-22-972 6913 

Stree Sangam 
Support Group for Lesbians 
Post Box No 16613, 
Matunga, 
Mumbai - 400019 
Email: 
inforum@giasbm01.vsnl.net.in 

Aanchal 
Aanchal is the first helpline solely for 
lesbian and bisexual women in 
Mumbai. 
The phone number is 370 4709. It has 
basically arisen because of the 
complete invisibility that lesbians and 
bisexual women have had. Women 
who are isolated and fearful of others 
discovering their sexuality now have 
a safe place to interact with like
minded women. Aanchal means the 
sheltering folds of a woman's sari. The 
phone is attended by a counsellor on 
Saturdays between 3pm and 7pm. 
Confidentiality is assured. 
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legally accepted homosexuality. The 
illegal immigrants to these countries 
seeking 'asylum' or permanent residence 
are from countries that discriminate 
against homosexuality. 

Such a trend proves that the gay 
community in most parts of the world 
is denied the right to sexual self-deter-

Forum Against 
Oppression Of Women 
C/o 29, Bhatia Bhavan, 
Babrekar Marg, 
Mumbai 

Human Rights Law Network 
Engineer House, 4th floor, 
86, Mumbai Samachar Marg, 
Mumbai - 400023. 
Ph: +91-22-2677385,2676680 
Fax: +91-22-2632718 

India Centre For Human Rights 
And Law 
5th floor, CVOD Jain High School, 
84 Samuel Street, 
Dongri, 
Mumbai - 400009 
Ph: +91-22-3702592,3790699 
Email: huright@giasbm01.vsnl.net.in 

-- NEW DELHI --

Humrahi (LGB) 
PO Box 3910, Andrews Gunj, New 
Delhi - 110049 
Ph: +91-11-685 1970/71 
.Humraaz (for men): 
Tele-counselling services: 
Mondays and Thursdays, 7 to 9 pm. 
Support Group Meetings: 
Saturdays, 6.30 to 9 pm. 

mination. Many people believe that 
prejudice against gays and lesbians will 
melt away when the public finally 
reaches a consensus that sexual 
orientation is determined genetically. 
However, while both race and gender 
are determined genetically, yet, the 
world is full of racism and sexism. ~ 

Sakhi (L) 
PB 3526, Lajpat Nagar, 
New delhi 

Sangini (LB) 
PB 3910, Andrews Gunj, 
New Delhi - 110049 
Ph: +91-11-658 1970/71 
Tele-counselling services: 
Tuesdays, 6 to 8 pm. 
Support Group Meetings: 
Saturday, 3 to 5.30 pm 
Email: sangini@hotmail.com 

Women's Network (L) 
PB 142, GPO, New Delhi -110001. 

AIDS Bhedbhav 
Virodhi Andolan 
PB 5308, New Delhi - 110053 

DARE - Documentation. 
Archive. Research. Education 
(A resource center for Lesbians, 
Gays and Bisexuals) 
PB 7180, Indraprastha HPO, 
New Delhi - 110002 

Naz foundation (India) trust 
PB 3910, Andrews Gunj, 
New Delhi - 110049 
Ph: +91-11-6859113 
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'There is no such thing as a right or 
wrong decision :.. only THE decision ': 
does not really hold true for the most 
important decision - about life itself 
Pooja Mehrotra debates over the issue 
of euthanasia. 

proved in these ancient so
cieties to help others die. 
But as time passed, the 
spread of religion increased 
and life was viewed as sa
cred; euthanasia, in any 
form, was seen as wrong. 

Euthanasia has for 
long been a controversial 
issue and the topic of dis
cussion in the medical 
community, but the 
question as to whether it 
should be legalised still re
mains unanswered. The 
idea of legalisation of 
euthanasia is met with both 
strong support and oppo
sition. BN Colabawalla, 
Chairman of the Society 
for the Right To Die, 
Mumbai, says, "If a person 

is suffering from an irrecoverable and 
extremely painful disease and has clearly 
expressed a desire that he should be 

ers who believe that pulling out a life 
support system is akin to committing a 
sin, arguing that the right to take one's 
life does not lie in the hands of man. 
The main opposition to euthanasia 
comes from religious groups who be
lieve that life is a gift from God, and 
thus, only He should be allowed to end 
it. Even the medical community as a 
whole is strictly opposed to the idea of 
euthanasia. ''We, doctors, take an oath 
at the onset of our careers dedicating 
ourselves to saving and extending life 
and, therefore, feel uncomfortable help
ing others end their lives", says Dr 
Sushila Bulchand, Head of the Neph
rology Department at Jaslok Hospital. 
This opposition of the medical com
munity is understandable as it goes 
against their principles and ethics. 

There is also a fear that if eutha
nasia is legalised there is a chance of 
this law being abused by unscrupulous 
doctors and relatives. 

Besides, a person suffering from a 
terminal ill

Life is probably one of the most 
precious gifts bestowed upon us and to 
be able to lead a healthy, normal life 
without any ailment is always a plus 
point. But what if you are faced with 
an incurable, painful disease that renders 
you weak like a vegetable and bed-rid
den? Can you then, under these circum
stances, voluntarily express the desire to 
choose death? 

assisted to die peacefully, 
then his request should 
be considered after due 
consultation with the 
doctor." 

Euthanasia activists believe 
that each person has 

autonon~v over his or her IJ!(". 

ness is not al
ways in a po
sition to re
view his or 

One of the most controversial is
sues of this decade is euthanasia. Mercy 
killing, or euthanasia, is the bringing 
about of a gentle and easy death espe
cially in case of incurable and painful 
diseases. The word Euthanasia origi
nated from the Greek language - eu 
means 'good' and thanatosmeans 'death'. 
Euthanasia can be traced as far back as 

Euthanasia activists 
believe that each person 
has autonomy over his or her life and 
that sometimes death can represent a 
relief from intolerable pain and a dis
ease that has rendered him or her con
tinually dependent on others. This loss 
of independence, for some, causes an 
unacceptable loss of personal dignity. 
Hence, 'Death With Dignity' is the catch 
phrase used by these activists to sell their 

to the ancient Greek and Roman civili- proposition. 
sations. Voluntary euthanasia was ap- On the other hand, there are oth-

her condition. 
Groups concerned with the disabled op
pose the idea of legalisation of 
euthanasia as they believe that it would 
be the first step towards a society that 
will kill disabled people. 

There is another problem with le
galisation. The family of the patient will 
be faced with a moral dilemma. How 
can they be responsible for giving their 
assent for the death of a near and dear 
one? The burden of carrying a guilt and 
the there's-always-a-hope attitude would 
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refrain people from taking the step. "It 
is a very complex issue; there are a lot 
of emotions involved," says Shireen 
Mistry whose mother has been in a 
coma for the last two years. 

Euthanasia is one of the most im
portant public issues being debated to-

It didn't come easy: the success, the kudos and the good life. 

day. The outcome of this debate will 
profoundly affect family relationships, 
interaction between doctors and pa
tients and concepts of basic morality. 
With so much at stake, awareness, 
information, knowledge and prudence 
is needed on the issue. ~ 

But then, you receive one dreaded call that threatens to change it all. 
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Don't panic. Don't reach for the safe. You'll be walking right into a trap and leading the way for others. 
File a complaint. The Mumbai Police is with you. To protect you and even trace the caller 

to foil the bid. No questions 'asked, no disclosures, should you want it to be a secret. 
Simply pick up the phone and inform us. 

Your safety is our prime concern. 

HELP US HELP YOU 
CALL MUMBAI POLICE EXTORTION CELLS ON : BYCULLA - 308 9855, LALBAUG - 372 0505, 
CHEMBUR - 523 3588, BANDRA - 640 7970 AND CRIME BRANCH - 262 5154 



The Indian Constitution provides equal 
opportunity to both sexes. J'et, lacunas exist 
in the laws pertaining to women. Ashishwang 
Godha discovers these loopholes in the Hindu 
Marriage Act of 1955. 

and the legislative -
lies an inherent 
prejudice against 
women. According 
to Joint Commis
sioner of Police 
(Delhi), Kiran Bedi, 
everybody tends to 
be unresponsive to 
complaints of cru
elty. The family har
mony we celebrate is, 
so often, at the cost 
of the woman's 
silence. It is a silence 
that stems from her 
inability to voice her 
opinions freely, due 
to lack of sufficient 
legal backing. 

husband of Tarabai, forced her to resign 
from her job and join him in another 
city. The court said, "Such conduct on 
the part of the husband is completely 
justified, and can, by no stretch of 
imagination, be treated as cruelty." In 
such circumstances we need to 
understand why a 'free' Indian woman's 
constitutional rights do not always op
erate effectively. How do legal proceed
ings still manage to victimise women? 
If society has grudgingly. 'allowed' 
women to join the productive work 
force, it has not accepted their entry 
wholeheartedly. She is still the daugh
ter, the wife and the mother first - and 
Section 9 of the Hindu Marriage Act 
has ensured that it remains that way. 
Under Section 9, withdrawal by one 
spouse without reasonable excuse, ena
bles the court to order the guilty party 
to come back and give conjugal com
pany to the aggrieved. 'Withdrawal,' 
however, 'has to be without reasonable 
excuse', which a woman's job at a dif

Amrawati, 1997: 

''At the funeral of an elder daugh
ter, the mother urged the younger one 
to marry her sister's husband - the man 
who is suspected of having murdered 
his wife," says the then Superintendent 
of Police, Marie Fernandes (now, 
Deputy Commisioner, D-Communist 
activities). Senior police officials instruct 
juniors not to be 'hasty' in registering 
such complaints under section 498(A). 

Crimes against women have been 
continually on the rise - from 13,560 out 
of a total of 1,40,000 in the year 1998, 
to 15,000 out of a total of 1,62,000 In
dian Penal Code (IPC) crimes in 
1999.'How do a few slaps matter? Why 
do you want to send your family to jail?' 
The attitude has become institutional
ised, amongst lawyers dealing with the 
occasional domestic violence cases. At 
all three levels - the social, the police, 

"The law is a 
huge bundle of vague and sexist di
chotomies", says Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG), Sreedevi Goel. She 
adds, ''We only need to analyse one sec
tion - the Restitution 
of Conjugal Rights' -
to understand the 
mishmash that the 
Hindu Marriage Act of 
1955 has created." 
Marriage, according to 
the Hindu Law, is a 
holy samskar (sacra
ment). The ancient law, 
'Conjunctic maztztet 

'Why do you W;l11t to 

send your fami{v to 

jail?' The attitude has 
beconle 

institutionalised, 
amongst lmt-yers deal
ing with the occasional 

donlCstic violence 
cases. 

ferent place is not. 
After all, stree dharma 

requires Sita to follow 
Ram into the forest. 

In 1998 In 
Allahabad, Deepa 
Sanyal versus DC 
Sanyal case, Deepa 
took up a job to meet 
the dowry demands 
of her husband. She 

peminae est de nature,' says that to keep 
the husband and wife together is the law 
of nature. The Indian Constitution, too, 
forbids discrimination based on sex. Yet, 
when the Hindu Marriage Act came out 
in 1955, it went against a lot of these 
assurances. In 1996, Anna Saheb, 

went to live in another city. Her hus
band ordered Deepa to return. She did 
not. He flied a petition. The court held 
that, "the fact that the wife has taken 
up a job to end her fmancial insecurity 
is not a valid defence". Another such 
case is that of Triath Kaur versus 
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Kirpal Singh. To improve their finan
cial position, Kirpal pressed Triath to 
take up a job. She began working away 
from her husband. He allowed Triath 
to continue, taking away almost all her 
salary. Later, when she refused to pay 
the sum he demanded, he asked her to 
resign. She refused. He filed for restitu
tion. The court said, "Under no law 
would the wife be allowed to withdraw 
virtually from her husband's society in 
this manner. It is not possible to accede 
to the contention that the husband 
should content himself by visiting the 
wife whenever he wishes to live with 
her or by her coming to live with him 
occasionally" . 

The case of Kailashwati versus 
Ayodhya Prakash, further, tries to ra
tionalise the law of restitution. It states 
that, "as the duty to establish the mari
tal house is on 

Any treatment that he wishes to impart 
on this inanimate object is his reward 
for maintaining it. The Indian Judiciary 
obviously does not recog
nise housework, in the non
economic category, as work 
at all. On the other hand, it 
does not recognise the 
woman's right to work - in 
the economic category - at 
any place she chooses. Such 
grey areas that exist in the 
law have to be bridged. The 
Gender Justice Act is one 
such new law. 

Sreedevi Goel, whose 
department started in 1997 
to deal with gender discrimination, deals 
with the law by giving women the po
lice platform. The Tata Institute of So
cial Sciences (TISS) too has set up five 

the husband, 
so is the right 
to decide the 
location. The 
law says that 
burden and 
benefit must 
coexist. As the 
law imposes a 

The court's prejudice is 
obn"ous. The wife is ;t 

'burden' on the husband. 

centres in Mumbai, in con
junction with the Mumbai 
police, to act as interme
diaries between the 
women and the courts of 
law. NGOs like Majlis, too, 
are trying to help out. 

AnJ' treat111ent that he 
n is/u.·s to imp;lrt on this 

ilwl1inJ:lte object is his 
reward for I1wintainillf{ it. 

The case of Swaraj 
Gargwas one case that be-

burden on the husband to maintain his 
spouse, he should also have the benefit 
of her company". 

The court's prejudice is obvious. 
The wife is a 'burden' on the husband. 

gan to move away from 
the traditional judicial bias against 
women. The Division Bench of the 
Delhi High Court, comprising of JVS 
Deshpande and J Anand observed, ''Ar
ticle 14 of the constitution guarantees 

equality before the law. Any law which 
would give the exclusive right to the hus
band to decide upon the place of the 

matrimonial 
home, without 
considering the 
merits of the claim 
of the wife, would 
be contrary to Ar
ticle 14 and uncon
stitutional for this 
reason". However, 
such cases are still 
rare. When the 
process of codifi
cation of personal 
laws actively 

started in the 1950s by the Independ
ent Legislature, they raised the hopes 
of women by pronouncing gender 
equality. But the Judiciary has not used 
these personal laws to correct the gen
der imbalances perpetuated by our so
ciety. 

Writing in Young India in 1918, 
Gandhiji had said, "the sole occupation 
of a woman amongst us is to bear chil
dren, to look after her husband and oth
erwise to drudge for the household. Not 
only is the woman condemned to do
mestic slavery, but when she goes out 
as a labourer to earn wages, she is paid 
less and is even lesser respected - even 
though she works harder than the 
man".Not much has changed Slnce 
1918. ~ 

--- -- -- -- --- -- News From Around The World --------
Gender Influences Navigation Style 

According to a study reported in a 
science journal, men and women use 
different parts of their brains in solv
ing navigation problems. Matthias 
Riepe ofthe University ofUlm in Ger-
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many scanned the brains of 12 men 
and 12 women as they tried to get out 
of a three-dimensional, virtual-reality 
maze. This would be like trying to find 
a particular place in an unfamiliar city. 

In addition to using different parts 
of their brains, the men escaped the 
maze in an average of two minutes, 
22 seconds compared with an aver
age of three minutes, 16 seconds for 
the women. 



Of Columns and Reports ,51. 
Is freedom of speech an important 

universal human right? More important 
than the freedom of conscience and re
ligion? Is it so important 
that we must tolerate 
harmful speech or 
writing in its name? This 
is a dilemma faced by 
the, supposedly, 
objective mass media of 
today. 

Ali Engineer, Chairman of Centre for 
Study of Society and Secularism and a 
well-known Bohri reformer. But if just 

Social 

lence, it gets specified in the press. Com
pared to this kind of reporting, the 
English dailies seem very secular," says 

Dr. Engineer. Teesta 
Setalvad, editor of the 
fortnightly 
Communalism Combat 
Magazine agrees, "This 
is a matter of ethics on 
the part of the dailies. 
Otherwise, context-less 
reporting is the best way 
of reporting a commu
nal violence while not 
aiding in its 
proliferation." 

But there do stand 

Media holds lot of 
importance in this glo
bally shrinking world of 
ours. Through media, 
information is handled 
as a commodity and cir
culated in society. It rep
resents various strands 
of thoughts - socialist, 
capitalist, democratic, 
fundamentalist and 

What happens when the watchdog of the people 
begins watching over only certain people? Is the press 
ever accountable for its partisan reporting? 

critics of this type of 
writing who say that the 
nature of incidents re-
ported, in itself, says that 
there has been a riot, 
which was a result of re-

Vidya finds out. 
many more. At the same 
time, media also plays a strategic role in 
reinforcing dominant social normii and 
values. It legitimises existing systems 
while also consolidating and fortifying 
values and attitudes of the readers. 

In a newspaper, along with many 
context-less reporting, are news analy
sis and opinionated columns. Thus, 
there is a multiple representation of a 
particular incident in the media. The 
reader selectively reads and retains the 
content. There is a strong possibility of 
two diametrically opposite ideas play
ing a complementary role which may 
lead to the formation of a stereotyped 
and conservative understanding of 
communal violence. "Context-less 
reporting helps avoid further spread of 
violence since it neither identifies the 
victim nor the rioters," says Dr. Asghar 

a few prominent dailies are analysed 
they do not seem to be adhering to this. 
This can be particularly seen from the 
press clippings of December 1993 and 
January 1994 when the whole country 
was passing through a difficult phase, 
after the demolition of the Babri Masjid. 
The reports were not always context
less. "The newspapers at that time, and 
even to the present, have shown biases. 
Different newspapers have given names 
of victims, thus indicating their religion 
immediately after the flaring violence," 
says Dr. Engineer. "Today, the Gujarati 
press seems to be riddled with biases. It 
is biased towards Hindus; inciting them 
while blaming Christians and Muslims 
for any untoward incident. And when 
there are Hindus who have unfortu
nately become victims of any kind vio-

ligious hatred and fanaticism. Take this 
report for example, 

'Two persons were killed and seven 
if!Jured and a place of worship, shops and 
houses damaged when riots broke out following 
the desecration of a religious text in a place of 
worship ... " 

On the face of the report, it seems 
harmless but when the violence keeps 
erupting between two particular com
munities, people do tend to try reading 
between the lines. Thus, identities based 
on religious lines are constantly formed 
and reinforced through context-less re
porting and the analysis of the event. 

Says Setalvad, "Communalism is 
a living issue and media has to play a 
critical role in this. But, in reality, there 
is a lack of balance." The news analysis 
that is done after riots, contextualise the 
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Op1nlOn of individuals of 
importance, or of people who know the 
topic of discussion well. The placement 

poses Hindu tolerance against what is 
seen as Muslim intolerance and 
fanaticism. He argues that its openness 

Gautier writes: "Hindus, inheritors 
of an immense noble and age old cul
ture, constitute 85 per cent of India and 

of these articles on the news 
pages, or their number, deter
mines the agenda of the 
newspaper. But the placement 
of two completely diametri
cally opposite views in the 
same or succeSS1ve newspapers 
can actually playa complemen-

In the present, biases of the media towards 
some religious groups have not differed 
much fi-0111 the P:ISt. The sal11e kind of 

reporting of the bloodshed continues and 
so do the opinionated colll111ns of the 

intellectuals. 

represent the social, religious 
and cultural majority of this 
emerging Asian superpower 
of the twenty-first century. 
And yet their voice are rarely 
heard in India. They are re
spected neither in home nor 
abroad; and they generally lack 
self-confidence." tary role in the mind of the 

reader. 
The news analysis that followed the 

demolition of Babri Masjid were biased. 
One prominent article in 1994 was 
Swap an Dasgupta's 'We are all Kar 
Sewaks now', published in The Indian 

Express. It relates the present to a par
ticular interpretation of the past. 
Dasgupta locates the demolition of the 
Babri Masjid with reference to Kar 
Sewaks demolishing a symbol of alien 
arrogance. This displaces not only the 
meaning but also the significance of the 
event. According to him, this 'over
turned the ingrained Hindu mindset of 
defeatism which was masquerading as 
moral superiority'.This article legitimises 
the role of Kar Sewaks historically. 
Dasgupta does this by linking the 
demolition of the mosque with the 
undoing of a historical wrong. Moreo
ver, this is projected as being universally 
acceptable, as the title indicates. The 
article not only removes the moral 
stigma of the Kar Sewaks, it also por
trays the Muslims as being aggressors 
of the past and, therefore, reinforces the 
existing myths on this minority group. 

The obverse of this vilification of 
the Muslims as the aggressors is the rep
resentation of the Hindus being the 
ancient symbol of religious tolerance. 
Dileep Padgaonkar in his article, 'India 
in 1993: No respite from chaos' (pub
lished in The Times of India) counter-
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and forbearance places Hinduism above 
other religions, which are then conse
quently relegated to an existence of 
lower order. In a way, the article also 
puts the blame of partition on Muslims, 
there by, side tracking the role that 
Hindu leaders and the population on the 
whole played during that time. 

On the one hand, these articles 
justify the violence while, on the other 
hand, condemn the demolition ofBabri 
Masjid and the violence that followed 
thereafter. This kind of reporting, com
bined with the various news analysis and 
views of the intellectual, creates a mix 
in the mind of a reader, which is 
generally biased and stereotyped. It is 
against these biases and stereotyping of 
images of violence that media should 
concentrate. 

Biases of the media towards some 
religious groups today do not differ 
much from the past. The same kind of 
reporting of the bloodshed continues 
and so do the opinionated columns of 
the intellectuals. Newspapers tend to 
dissociate themselves from the views of 
the individuals. But the placement of 
the diametrically opposing views is the 
work of the newspapers, which they do 
not succeed in putting up. Thus, the ar
ticle by Francois Gautier 'Hindus: Ma
jority yet Minority' in the edit page of 
The Indian Express (December 2000) 
does attract attention of its critics. 

This hugely absurd generalisation 
is followed by inciting Hindus to "have 
the courage to ask Muslims to be 
Indians first, and Muslims second. Or 
tell Catholics and Protestants that they 
have to revert to a more 'Indianised' 
Christianity." The fallacy in the article 
appears when he writes, "however 
unfortunate the Ayodhya episode was, 
nobody was killed there; but the terrible 
Bombay riots which followed, 
orchestrated by Indian Muslims with the 
active help of Pakistan and silent Saudi 
Arabia, which took the lives of 
hundreds of innocent Hindus, never 
warranted the kind of moral indigna
tion which followed Ayodhya." This 
article not only absolves Hindus of their 
role played at Ayodha and elsewhere, 
but demands pity for them. It even goes 
on to question that, "why can't the 
majority of this marvellous, diverse, 
ancient and extraordinary country stop 
behaving as if it was a moral minority?" 

Teesta Setalwood finds only two 
ways in which ethics can be induced in 
the media. "The first is that administra
tion and authorities should be strict and 
let the law take its course, to which 
even Dr. Engineer agrees, "and the 
other is that journalists should be 
taught well how to report. Especially 
hate speeches which are delivered by 
prominent members in the society." 

[g] 



In the1970s, the New York 
State City Schools had the best 
qualified teachers in the US. Yet 
the chain of 803 schools were 
at their worst academic and dis
ciplinarian records. 

Toxicity is best defined as 
the adverse effects of chemical 
and physical agents on living 
systems. The Prevention of 
Food Adulteration (PFA) Act, 
1954, regulates the usage of 
additives in processed food 
manufactured in India. Vaghle 
laments, "But, of course, like any 
other rule, this rule too is flouted 
and ignored." 

The four main additives 

Dr. Elizabeth Cagan, a dis
tinguished educationist, was 
called upon to look into the 
problem. The problem, she saw, 
lay in the food being served to 
the students. Aircraft-type 
meals, processed and attractive 
looking, but devoid of any 
nutrition. She carried out an ex
periment through the next three 
years, which involved a gradual 
elimination of artificial colours, 

Bhavna Kapoor inspects the usage of 
additives by processed food manufactur
ers for their benefits and their adverse 

used in processed food are pre
servatives, antioxidants, colours 
and flavours. Preservatives, that 
serve to prolong the shelf life of 
food, help transport of products 

elkcts on consumers. 
flavours, certain preservatives 
and a reduction in the sugar content in 
the food served in the schools. Over one 
million students underwent the experi
ment. 

Within three years, the average 
percentage ranking of the 803 schools 
taken together rose by 16 per cent, 
where previously it had been fluctuat
ing by less than 1 per cent. Dr. Cagan 
also noticed that those students who ate 
most in school were the very students 
who showed the most phenomenal im

ditives-biscuits, colas, chips, sweets fla
voured drinks; the list goes on. The Ro
mans coloured their bread and wines 
with white earth and berries, the British 
pickled their olives in lemon and salt and 
the Indians made murrabbas with sugar 
to preserve am/as. But these were natural 
additives and did not pose any threat to 
health. Today, however, with advances 
in food technology, synthetic additives 
have come into use. "The 100 most 
common additives used by food manu-

over large distances for a wider 
reach. Also products produced 

at one time of the year can now be 
stored and sold throughout the year if 
preservatives have been added. With 
these benefits in mind, producers use 
preservatives mindlessly, causing harm 
to consumers. 

In fact, many times producers do 
not check the toxicity levels of their own 
products. Few years ago, government 
officials seized thousands of Kissan 
Strawberry Jam Bottles from their store 
house, which had 500 times the 

provement in grades as well as 
behaviour. 

The experiment suc
ceeded on ground evidence 
that additives in food could be 
a reason for disorders such as 
the Attention Deficiency Syn-

Few years ago, government officials seized 
thousands of Kissan Strawberry film 

Bottles from their store house, which had 
500 times the sulphite content they were 

allowed to have. 

minimum permissible sulphite 
content. On close investiga
tion it was found that the 
strawberries used were coated 
with sulphite chemicals by 
their farmers as pesticides. 

drome (ADS) and the Attention Defi
ciency Hyperactivity Syndrome 
(ADHS). In India it would yield similar 
results. The reason being that these chil
dren have easy access to food with ad-

facturers today are synthetic," says NG 
Vaghle, Member of the Consumer 
Guidance Society Of India. "These, 
when taken in excess of a prescribed 
amount, prove to be toxic." 

Kissan had neither washed the 
compound off, nor checked 

for it before using them for the jam. Had 
the jam reached the market, it would 
have caused serious health problems. 

Antioxidants are used to prevent 
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food containing fat or oil from turning 
rancid and having an 'off' flavour. But 
the rancidity and 'off' flavour does not 
harm consumers half as much as the 
addition of antioxidants. For example, 
the prescribed usage of BHA and BHT 
(two commonly used antioxidants) is 2 
milligram per kilogram of fat. The 
quantity is so little that inevitably excess 
quantity would be used. Also in certain 
products such as meat, the exact amount 
of fat is not known. These antioxidants 
are then obviously used in wrong quan
tities, which harm the consumers. 

With many manufacturers entering 
the market of the same product, pro
ducers feel the need to differentiate the 
same product in order to get noticed by 
the consumers. Techniques such as ad
dition of colours and flavours are then 
employed to woo the consumers, as 
these do playa role in our appreciation 
and enjoyment of food. "However, syn
thetic colours and flavours deceive our 
senses, and hide the true nature of 
food," adds Vaghle. He quotes some 

example, "Two years ago in Delhi, many 
mithaiwalas were using bleaching pow
der to whiten their rasgullas, to make 
them look more attractive". Also, 
Red2G is often used to colour fat so 
that it looks like meat and monosodium 

UTwo years ago il1 Delhi, 

I1WI1V mithaiwalas were 

llsil1f.( ble:lching powder to 

whiten their rasgullas, to 

I1Jake thel11 look I1JOre 

attractil"e". 

- Dr NG V:whlc 
h 

glutamate (flavour) is added to produce 
an addictive chicken like flavour. 

Colours such as Ponceau 4R (red) 
and tartrazine (yellow), which are highly 
toxic and permitted only in certain prod
uct may be being used by small time 
manufacturers, who escape the eyes of 
the authorities. In fact, labels of neither 
small nor big companies reveal any in
formation about the exact type of our 

quantity of additive used. 
''Awareness about additives has 

been low because our doctors are not 
equipped to pinpoint which problem 
was caused by which additives," explains 
Vaghle. The same problems caused by 
additives could be caused by many other 
things. Food poisoning, asthma, gastric 
irritations, headaches, hyperactivity and 
skin reactions are only few of the prob
lems additives are capable of causing. 
Moreover, Dr. AR Shennoy, a biochem
ist researching food additives for years, 
points out, "Each person reacts differ
ently to additives. This makes the prob
lem of pinpointing even tougher." He 
further explains, "Children are the great
est bearer of this brunt. Glamorous ad
vertising and colourful packaging draws 
them in completely. In such cases even 
aware parents can do little." 

Greater awareness about additives 
can only be created when the labelling 
reveals more about the quantity and 
quality of additives used and the con
sumers take more interest in this. IQ] 

-- - -- - - News From Around The World - - -- - -
Parrot Prattles --------
A foul-mouthed parrot called Percy 
was fired from the cast of a British 
children's pantomime. When at 
rehearsals for Pirates on Treasure 
Island, the 17 -month-old Amazonian 
parrot stunned the cast when he 
forgot his lines and let fly a string of 
expletives. Instead of shrieking 
'pieces of eight', he blurted out 'piss 
off mate' and 'bugger off'. The 
organisers thought it best to get him 
out of the play. 

Fruitful Music --------
Business has a lot to do with music. 
Surprised? Well, according to Boston 

so 

Philharmonic conductor Benjamin 
Zander, music is a metaphor for 
leadership, and that leaders should 
inspire without creating hierarchies. 
His unorthodox ideas about leadership, 
developed with his former wife 
Rosemund, have coaxed stunning 
performances out of his orchestra and 
inspired lecture halls full of executives 
from IBM, NASA, McDonald's and Merill 
Lynch. In 2000, he gave a keynote 
address at the World Economic 
Conference. 

Remedies Impair Driving ____ _ 
A drug common to over-the-counter 
allergy medicines used by millions, 

might affect drivers more than liquor. 
The University of Iowa researchers, 
who tested 40 allergy sufferers, 
established this. 
It was found that in a driving 
simulator, the standard dose of 
antihistamine contained in Benadryl 
and similar medicines, had a greater 
effect than a few drinks on driving 
'coherence' . 
According to the study in the Annals 
of Internal Medicine, antihistamine 
and diphenhydramine also had an 
effect similar to alcohol on steering 
stability and the likelihood of 
crossing into the oncoming lane. 



Responses 

Seismic mayhem 
"The world is coming to an end," says 

Murali, the nar!Jalwala (coconut-water ven
dor) at Marine Drive, firmly shaking his 
head. "Do you know the water is rising in 
the wells at Pattambi, all the way down in 
Kerala?" he continues as he slices the top 
of a nar!Jal, puts in a straw and hands it out 
to a wide-eyed customer. ''What about all 
those poor men drowned in the coal mines 
up north? Believe me, this is it. And it all 
began with the earthquake." 

The certainty in Murali's voice is 
unnerving. The events in the two weeks 
following January 26, 2001, one admits, have 
been ominous and startling. "In 60 seconds, 
thousands and thousands of lives were 
wiped out, just like that, and all we felt was 
a tremor," Mahesh Dalal, the owner of a 
stationary shop at Fort, muses, shaking his 
head in disbelief. 

The earthquake that ripped apart the 
Kutch region in Gujarat was one that would 
be remembered every Republic Day celebra
tion. For the one minute that it lasted, it 
made all those still alive, in different parts 
of the country, stop and ponder over the 
magnanimity of destruction, the colossal 
waste of wealth and life, the inexplicable 
forces of nature, the meaninglessness of the 
life we covet. 

Nalini Raje, who woke up to fInd her 
bed shaking violently, ran out of her apart
ment at Santacruz grabbing her two-year
old son in her hands. "Even as we switched 
on our television sets to hear about the dam
age, it seemed unreal, like a dream, and there 
was great comfort in detachment," she says 
with a hint of relief in her voice. "Now, we 

wonder if we might not have been the vic
tims", she adds softly. 

Manju bai, who works as a domestic 
help in Bandra, believes in the providence 
of these things. ''All this is predestined and 
there is nothing we can do to stop it," she 
says. Amazed, she adds, ''Just imagine, so 
many different people with different lives, 
linked by a common fate." Rahim, a cobbler 
at Yari road, takes Manju's theory of fate one
step further. He explains, "Nature knows 
nothing of the silly geographic boundaries 
that man draws. After all, the same fear that 
we felt on twenty-sixth morning was felt in 
Pakistan and people died there too," he 
points out. "These are lessons for man. He 
covers himself in hatred but, at times like 
these, we are shown that there is no differ
ence between one human life and another." 
Aarti Mehta, a student of Xavier's college, 
confesses her disappointment at having slept 
through the tremors. "Later, as I saw the 
images of destruction on television, I felt 
very guilty for having cribbed about missing 
the tremor. It's a scary thought being reduced 
to nothing in a matter of seconds." 

In all the noise that is a part of our lives, 
there are moments like these, moments that 
precipitate a sense of gratitude and respect 
for life, moments when, through all the haze 
of smoke and worry, some clarity sets in. In 
these moments, we make a desperate attempt 
to understand the world we live in. All this 
at the cost of thousands of lives. As always, 
the deepest pain belongs to the life that con
tinues even after the devastation, life that 
witnesses death in its struggle to survive. 
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''What exactly are we going to talk about in the a theme." 
magazine?" "Forget it, just keep this theme yaar, give the class 

"This is ... " something to follow up on." 
"Forget it. What's the angle, the 

hook?" 
"See, it's a socially-relevant maga

zine, an issue-based one. We are bring
ing out the two sides of 'grey' issues ... " 

"Do you think the advertisers will 
give us money if we tell them we are 
doing 'socially-relevant-grey-issues'? 
Hah! 

"But isn't everybody interested in 
socially-relevant topics, a boost to build-
ing their image?" 

"Oh, please! It is all about money and gain. 'Grey 
Matters', indeed. Whatever now, just give us something 
to present to the advertisers." 

''What's happening with the magazine? When is the 
editorial board meeting? And the meeting with produc
tion, design and advertising?" 

"Oh God, let's have it soon and with everybo4J 
present, please." 

"Oh yeah, as soon as we find time from the audio
visual shooting, sponsors, script writing, research, classes, 
video research and script writing, et cetera, et cetera!" 

'We still haven't decided either the theme or the 
name of the magazine. Guys, isn't anybody concerned?" 

"Here's the list of the articles the class is interested 
in writing. Now what do you think the sections should 
be? And think of a theme ... and the name!" 

"Ummm ... all articles that we have are so diverse in 
nature that we don't know how to club them together. 
Everything is tangential!" 

"Let's keep the theme as 'grey matters' ... everything 
seems to be grey here - the choice of articles, the 

. li I" . toptcs ... our ves. 
"It's quite ambiguous this way. Everything can be 

called as a 'grey matter'!" 
"That's the whole point. Everybody can do what 

they want and be happy with it ... a wide space to cover 
but still some sort of a boundary." 

'Jerry, we want to talk about the 
magazine." 

"How much money have you 
got?" 

'Jerry, we are trying for spon-
sorship. It's happening." 

"How much money?" 
"Right now, nothing." 
"Then, no magazine also. Till 

you get at least 5,000 rupees, do not 
talk to me about the magazine. When you get 5,000, then 
come to me and say 'Gunyi, ye rahe paanch hazaar rupqye. 
And then we will talk about the magazine. Till then, noth
ing doing." 

"But Jerry ... " 
"Bye, Bye." 

"Page making is such a tedious job! How long will it 
take? And till when will the damn redrafts of the articles 
keep coming in! We cannot change the layout every time!" 

"Photographs, we need photographs, and desper
ately." 

"Hello class, why is everybody dropping their ar
ticles? Please find time to work on them! From 27, the 
list has come down to 20 (and finally, it came down to 
16)." 

''And what about the fillers? We need all this ASAP" 

'We are not getting sponsorship guys. Show us some 
money!!" 

"How dependent we are on all this. Every article in 
the magazine has been done with a 'newsy' bent of mind, 
what the advertisers would want to see." 

''A breath of the fast-paced world. What we under
went was an experience in professionalism - the 'real 
world' syndrome." 

"Happy future!" 

ylinders and metal plates, strokes and surfaces, Saturdqy 
night and the queen 0/ good times ... we have learned the reality
the onlY truth about life is to ENDURE. "But this is so vague that we might as well not have 

'------
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'Taking care of your investment' series on Equity. 

sma ............ 

Very often the small things in life add up to a lot. Like 

bricks laid one by one to build a monument. The same is 

the case with your investments in equity mutual funds. 

Our Growth Plan,.a diversified equity fund, may just be the 

investment option you need. Through our Systematic 

Investment Plan, you can invest in small amounts regularly 

to take advantage of the law of averages and reduce the 

impact of market fluctuations. 

Invest in our Growth Plan. Regularly. And enjoy the power 

that a small investment offers. 

Mutual Funds and Securities investments are subject to market risks and there is no assurance or guarantee that 
the objectives of the scheme will be achieved . Please refer to the Offer Document for risk factors before investing. 

To find out more, contact us at: PrudentiailCICI Asset Management Company Ltd.: Ahmedabad:Tel: 642 1095196,6566165/6566371; Bangalore: Tel: 2088022; Baroda: Tel: 122 283/84; Calcutta: Tel: 
2824077182; Chandigarh:TeI: 745 302/3; Chennai:Tel:4ll 822819; Goidel:424 520/51; Hyderahad: Tel: 651 00991100 ; Jaipur: Tel: 388 n4/362 257; Kanpur. Tel: 558 455; Kochi: Tel: 353 199/374687; Lucknow: 
Tel: 217 716/17; Ludhiana: Tel: 413 101/02; Mumbai: Tel: 269 2929,605 2153/54,604 0211; New Delhi: Tel: 375 2515/16117/18; Patna: Tel: 230 483; Pune: Tel: 400 2180/81; Vijaywada: Tel: 420 259; 
Bhubaneshwar: 98610 54007; Coimbatore: 98430 70899; Mangalore: 98450 48638; Surat: 98240 46212; Trivandrum: 98470 12200; Vishakapatnam:9848I 94249 or your nearest broker. 

~ ~$Y;,r 
(l ICICI r 

-,tJ·····w;w-a··w· _ 
www.pruiciciamc.com 

Statutory Details: Prudential ICiCI Mutual Fund (the Fund) has been set up as a Trust sponsored by Prudential pic (through its wholly owned 
subsidiary Prudential Corporation Holdings Limited) and ICiCI Limited. PrudentiallCiCI Trust Limited is the Trustee to the Fund and the Prudential 
ICiCI Asset Management Company Limited is the Investment Manager to the Fund. Risk Factors: Mutual Funds and securi~es investment are subject 
to market risks and there is no assurance or guarantee that the objectives of the Schemes will be achieved. As with any securities investments, the 
NAY of the Units issued under the Schemes can go up or down depending on the factors and forces affecting the capital markets. Past performance 
of the Sponsors, the Asset Management Company/Fund does not indicate the future performance of the Schemes of the Fund. The Sponsors are 
not responsible or liable for any loss resulting from the operation of the Schemes beyond the contribution of an amount of Rs. 22.2 lacs 
collectively made by them towards setting up the Fund and such other accretions and additions to the corpus set by the Sponsors. Growth 
Plan (objective is to generate long term capital appreciation) is the name of the Scheme and does not in any manner indicate either the quality 
of the Scheme or its future prospects and returns. Please refer to the Offer Document for risk factors before investing, 
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