
 Nematodirus This Spring 
 Nematodirus battus is a species of gastrointestinal worm which has traditionally caused diarrhoea and 
 deaths in lambs in spring/early summer (cases usually peak in June in Scotland).  Eggs passed by 
 lambs in the spring can survive on pasture until the following spring and, following a chilly winter and 
 subsequent warm snap, the eggs hatch into infective larvae.  These infect the new year’s lambs, but 
 generally cause no problems for older sheep. 

 This means that pasture which had lambs grazing it in 2021 is high risk for Nematodirus in 2022. 

 The following points should be considered when thinking about Nematodirus risk: 

 ·  Try to avoid grazing lambs on pasture grazed  by lambs in spring last year, especially when the 
 SCOPS Nematodirus Parasite Forecast is ‘high’ for your area 
 (  https://www.scops.org.uk/forecasts/nematodirus-forecast/  ).  Delaying until the risk has reduced may 
 mean the peak emergence of the parasite is missed by the lambs. 
 ·  Also try to avoid any pasture grazed by calves  the previous year, as they can pick up and shed 
 Nematodirus. 
 ·  Grazing by cows and ewes does not reduce Nematodirus  risk on pasture as the eggs remain low 
 down in the grass, or in the soil until the following spring and are not consumed. 
 ·  Ensiling a paddock does not reduce the risk  of Nematodirus the following year for the same 
 reason. Ploughing however, would be likely to reduce the number of Nematodirus eggs able to 
 develop into larvae the following spring. 

 There has also been recognition of a possible changing pattern in Nematodirus cases.  More cases are 
 being recorded in the autumn, possibly because the eggs passed on to the pasture no longer need the 
 ‘winter chill’ to hatch out and develop to larvae.  It is thought that eggs passed from autumn infected 
 lambs may last for 12 – 18 months on pasture before hatching, rather than presenting a problem for the 
 following spring. 

 White drenches are still recommended as the best treatment for Nematodirus.  There are limited reports 
 of white drench resistant Nematodirus battus in the UK at present.  If treatment is not effective, 
 co-infection with other resistant worm species or coccidiosis should also be considered. 

 Also, any animal which is nutritionally stressed, underweight or has concurrent disease (e.g. foot 
 problems) will have a debilitated immune system and can be more susceptible to worms.  This should be 
 considered when using rams to graze contaminated pasture. 
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