
 Clostridial Vaccination 

 Vaccination against clostridial disease is common on farms in the UK, however with recent issues in 
 supply, many farmers may be reviewing their vaccination programme. 

 In a survey of causes of lamb mortality, Clostridial enterotoxaemia (caused by clostridium perfringens 
 type D) was the third most common cause of death in lambs, after worms and coccidiosis.  Failing to 
 protect lambs against enterotoxaemia is a significant risk.  Other clostridia can cause both sporadic 
 deaths and disease outbreaks in neonatal lambs and adult animals.  While less common, these 
 outbreaks can cause significant losses on individual farms. 

 The table below shows the clostridial vaccines which are licenced in the UK.  Ovivac-P Plus protects 
 against the common causes of death in growing lambs.  Following vaccination of ewes Lambivac is 
 designed to provide good protection against neonatal clostridial disease via colostrum.  Heptavac P, 
 Covexin and Bravoxin provide more broad-spectrum cover, but can still be used in growing animals. 

 Clostridial vaccination requires two vaccines 4 - 6 weeks apart, with full onset of immunity two weeks 
 after the second vaccination.  The vaccine will provide protection for 6 - 12 months, depending on the 
 clostridial species (see data sheets for details).  The vaccine is a killed vaccine and needs to be stored at 
 2 - 8  o  C and is ineffective if frozen, so ensure your medicine fridge is operating at the correct temperature. 

 Vaccination of ewes prior to lambing generates immunoglobulins in the colostrum which protect 
 new-born lambs against clostridial disease.  For this protection to be effective, the ewes need to have 
 sufficient nutrition to produce good quality colo 
 strum and lambs require sufficient colostrum intake in the first 6hrs of life.  Don’t forget to include the 
 tups and any replacement ewe lambs in the vaccination programme. 

 Colostral immunity will start to decrease from 2 weeks of age, and lambs can get their first clostridial 
 vaccine from 2 - 3 weeks old (depending on the vaccine).  Pet lambs are particularly at risk from 
 clostridial disease, so make sure to vaccinate them too. 

 Clostridial vaccines currently licenced in the UK. 



 Talk to your vet about the best options for clostridial vaccination on your farm in the coming year. 
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