
 

 

 

 

Interpreting Calving Patterns 
  
Nowadays a lot of emphasis is placed on the calving pattern of the herd based on 3 weekly periods or 
cycles.  As scanners increasingly estimate the age of the embryo rather than just pregnant v non 
pregnant, the same approach is being used to analyse PD results.  The following is a real life example.   
 
Calving % v % Conception Rate 
 
Number Cows at each    

Stage of 
Pregnancy (days) 

Mating Cycle Total 
Pregnant/Cycle 

% Calving % Conception 
Rate 

150     
140 1 144 48 48 
130     
120     
100 2 108 36 68 
90     
80 3 18 6 36 

Not in calf  32 11  
 
The standard approach is to present the number of animals pregnant in each cycle as a percentage of 
the total number of animals put to the bull (column 4).  For example in this herd the 108 animals 
apparently holding to service during the second cycle of mating has been divided by the total of 302 
animals put to the bull to give a calving percentage of 36%.  This simply means 36% of the cows running 
with the bulls will have become pregnant in the second cycle.   
 
This is not the same as the conception rate of the bulls during the second cycle which will be much 
higher.  The reason for this is at the start of the second cycle 144 cows were already pregnant having 
been successfully served.  As a result only 158 animals (302 – 144) could be in season during the 
second mating cycle.  Hence the conception rate for the bulls for the second cycle was 108 pregnant out 
of a potential 158 ie a respectable 68%.  So – 
 

• Dividing the number of cows becoming pregnant in each mating cycle by the TOTAL NUMBER 
MATED tells us was we can expect in terms of number of cows calving in each calving cycle in 9 
months time.   

 

• Dividing by the number of cows POTENTIALLY COMING INTO SEASON during the mating cycle 
tells us historically how fertile cows and bulls were during that part of the mating period, highlighting 
periods of poor fertility. 
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This article is from SAC’s monthly publication Sheep & Beef News.  If you would like more information or 
to subscribe please contact Val Angus on 01835 823322 or val.angus@sac.co.uk 

 


