
 

Targets Post Lambing 
With lambing coming to an end its time to look forward to finishing lambs off grass and ensuring 
performance is being met.  As a benchmark the target lamb growth rate from birth to weaning (100 days) 
at grass should be: 

• 280 grams/day for twin reared lambs 
• 380 grams/day for single reared lambs 

Twin lambs generally get 25% less milk than single lambs, meaning they eat more grass.  This has a 
knock-on effect in that the risk of a parasite burden is greater in twin lambs.  A management strategy for 
this is grazing the groups separately to reduce the risk or having a different worming policy. 

Assess the growth of the lambs to ensure performance targets are being met.  If lambs reach market 
specifications before weaning, then sell them!  This will free up grass for the ewes, twin and triplet reared 
lambs.  If lambs are not performing, then it’s time to do some investigations e.g. worm or fluke burdens, 
trace element profiling, milk yield of mother, mothers condition score, etc. 
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5 Steps To Avoid Calving Difficulties In Heifers 
1. Choice of bull to run with heifers.  Choose a bull with the highest, positive EBV for Calving Ease 

Direct.  This will ensure their calves are the size and shape to be born easily. 

(This is even more critical if the calves he produces are to be kept as replacements as they will 
contribute equally to the size and shape of their calf.) 

2. Select replacement heifers which are sired by bulls with the highest positive EBVs for Calving Ease 
Direct and Calving Ease Maternal/Daughters.  These are likely to have the correct skeletal frame eg 
pelvic area and muscularity to easily push out a calf. 

(When selecting a maternal bull to breed homebred replacements having a high Calving Ease Direct 
and Calving Ease Maternal/Daughters is equally vital.)   

3. Select heifers born in the first month of the calving period.  (This will ensure they are at least 14 
months old when they are mated and their pelvises will be well grown when they calve.) 

(This also has the advantage that heifers born in the first month will come from the most fertile cows 
and, being older when mating starts, will be more likely to be cycling regularly.) 

4. Condition at calving.  Overfat heifers are likely to have more calving difficulties due to them laying 
down fat in their pelvic canal, restricting space for the calf and from the fat laid down in their muscle 
making them tire more quickly. 

(Feeding an extra 15 g of magnesium per day during the last few weeks prior to calving will improve 
muscle tone and provide a wetter, better lubricated calving.) 

5. Post calving first calved heifers should be grouped separately and put on the best feed available.  A 
good target is to feed the equivalent of an extra 1 – 2 kg of barley per day more than mature cows.   

(This is critical to allow heifers to continue to grow post calving and maintain condition to maximise 
their subsequent fertility.) 
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Footnote 

A good example of the impact of Maternal Calving Ease could be seen in the Jersey and Saler.  Both 
breeds have a worldwide reputation for having cows which almost never have calving difficulties. 
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This article is from SAC’s monthly publication Sheep & Beef News.  If you would like more information or 
to subscribe please contact Val Angus on 01835 823322 or val.angus@sac.co.uk 
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