
a crisis of
Housing:

capitalism

Fighting for communism – the future that works!

An understanding of society (theory) and 

a way of uniting to change it (organisa-

tion) are the two things that we need 

to make a socialist revolution. Ordinary 

people in Britain have everything to gain 

by getting involved in this process soon-

er rather than later. This world isn’t work-

ing for us and we deserve better!

Not only do we need to campaign against 

the bad conditions and lack of prospects 

for working-class people in Britain today, 

but we need to work for a completely dif-

ferent type of society – one where peo-

ple’s needs decide everything. 

So many problems face this world: en-

vironmental catastrophe, poverty, dis-

ease, racism and war. They’ll never be 

solved while capitalism remains, but 

they could all be sorted if society was set 

up for the benefit of the majority rather 
than the private gain of a few billionaires. 

Our party is different because we consis-

tently apply Marxist science to all areas 

of our work, and we’re not scared to tell 

it how it is. We refuse to be intimidated 

by the barrage of lying propaganda that 

fills Britain’s mainstream media. It is 
the capitalists’ job to try to stop us from 
building a socialist society; it is our job to 
do it anyway! 

Challenge your ideas – challenge their 

propaganda – seek the truth – serve the 

people – change the world!

Contact the CPGB-ML to find out more.

We need to build an organisation of people who are prepared to challenge 

imperialist wars and unjust anti-working class cuts and attacks no 
matter who tries to implement them.

Online:  cpgb-ml.org

Email:   info@cpgb-ml.org

Twitter:  @cpgbml

YouTube:  youtube.com/proletariancpgbml

Write:  274 Moseley Road, Birmingham B12 0BS

Learn more and get involved

About the CPGB-ML

Communist Party of Great 
Britain (Marxist-Leninist)

www.cpgb-ml.org



The horrific fire at Grenfell Tower in London, 
which killed so many working-class people, 

demonstrated the terrible reality of housing 

in Britain today.

In the capital’s richest borough, with house 
prices over 38 times the average annual sal-

ary, people ultimately died because flamma-

ble cladding cost the borough and construc-

tion companies a mere £5,000 less than 

non-flammable. The unnecessary cladding, 
which would have made residents’ fuel bills 

marginally cheaper, had the effect of pret-

tifying the tower for the surrounding neigh-

bourhood of luxury properties, and raising 

the value of nearby council-owned land.

Kensington and Chelsea council spent 

£8.6m on the ‘refurbishment’ of the tower, 

while ignoring, or rather hiring companies to 

ignore, the needs of residents. The Grenfell 

Action Group has comprehensively docu-

mented problems and complaints made to 

the council over the years, including power 

surges and faulty wiring.

Grenfell must be seen in the context of on-

going social cleansing in London, which has 

already seen thousands of families conned 

or evicted from their homes so that property 

developers can create investment opportu-

nities for the super-wealthy. Around 1,400 

homes in the borough remain empty year-

round, at a combined value of £664m, and 

house prices in Kensington and Chelsea 

have tripled in the past 20 years.

No inquest or inquiry into Grenfell will pro-

vide justice for the dead or security for the 
survivors. While some companies, CEOs 

and public officials may receive fines and 
jail time, and some survivors have been 
housed in new luxury flats, the reality is that 
the working class in Britain will never have 

safe, affordable and secure housing while 

the capitalist system remains.

A ladder with no bottom rungs

House prices across Britain are now, on av-

erage, 7.6 times the average annual salary – 

a figure which has more than doubled in the 
past 20 years. The median price for a home 

increased by 259% over this period, while 

average earnings only rose by 68%. This gap 

is getting steadily wider, so that each year 

70,000 more people are priced out of the 

market – one third of them in London alone.

Young people needing a home today find 
there is no council housing available and 

are thus forced onto the mercy of a private 

rentals market in which rents are extortion-

ate, conditions often poor, and security nil. 

To even consider buying, not only do they 

need to earn above-average wages, but they 

often also have to look far away from work, 

friends and family. Commutes of well over 

an hour are now common.

Subsidising the developers

The vast majority of new houses today are 
being built by private developers, not for 

sale or rent to ordinary workers but as in-

vestment opportunities for the rich. Devel-

opment for profit leads to shoddy building 
practices, small room sizes, and inadequate 

provision of green spaces, community facili-

ties, transport links and other amenities.

Instead of building and maintaining social 
housing, the government is using the hous-

ing budget to subsidise private developers 

and keep their profits high. One scheme of-
fers a 20 percent discount on small ‘starter 

homes’, but, with an average price of £215k, 

these are way out of reach for most workers. 

Similarly, ‘help to buy’ offers a deposit loan 

of up to 20 percent of purchase price. 

While such measures may help better-off 

first-timers into a home (and a crippling debt 
burden), the schemes are at the same time 

pricing out millions more by stimulating an 

overheated market and further inflating pric-

es. And the pulling down of working-class 

housing estates in desirable city-centre 

locations (so that the sites can be redevel-

oped commercially) is adding fuel to the fire. 

The drive to ‘invest’ in housing has ultimate-

ly been created by the global capitalist cri-

sis of overproduction, as opportunities for 

productive ways to make profits have dried 
up. These estate demolitions, while driving 

thousands of workers out of previously se-

cure homes and into the waiting arms of pri-

vate landlords (driving up rents and pushing 

down standards for most) are making room 

for yet more luxury developments in which 

the super-rich can rest their surplus capital.

Decent homes for all

There are over 700,000 empty houses in 

Britain, 19,845 of them in London (the Lon-

don properties alone are worth £9.4bn in to-

tal). In recent years, hundreds of thousands 
of half-built homes have been demolished 

in order to preserve high prices. Despite a 

minor slow-down in the rate of increase of 

property prices, and a minor panic after 

Brexit, our ruling class is using every trick 

available to it to keep prices high.

The CPGB-ML holds that houses should be 

homes for people, not investment opportu-

nities for billionaires. The rights to shelter 

and to a secure family life are fundamental 

human rights. By its utter inability to solve 

the housing question and meet this basic 

need of working people, the capitalist sys-

tem is providing yet more proof that it is well 

past its use-by date and due for demolition.

We demand:

1. The immediate scrapping of the 2016-17 

housing bill, which threatens hundreds of 

thousands with poverty and homelessness.

2. The end of the ‘right to buy’ and the scrap-

ping of all other schemes that fuel prices, 

create shortages and offer subsidies to 

landlords and developers.

3. The return of housing association and 

‘non-profit’ properties to council ownership, 
the abolition of housing charities and the 

reintroduction of the legal right to decent, 

secure housing for all; slums, overcrowding 

and homelessness are an indictment on 

capitalism and a crime against humanity.

4. The confiscation of all empty homes and 
unfinished developments and their transfor-
mation into council housing.

5. The provision of at least 300,000 new 

council houses per year to end the crisis.

6. Guaranteed, secure and well-maintained 

social housing for all who want it, close to 

people’s work and families, and the aboli-

tion of divisive allocation criteria.

7. The introduction of a rent cap at 20 per-

cent of minimum wage for all privately rent-

ed accommodation, and the scrapping of 

housing benefit (a subsidy to landlords that 
has helped to fuel rent rises).

8. The establishment of residents’ manage-

ment committees to oversee planning and 

maintenance and ensure that all workers 

have access to adequate space, necessary 

amenities and decent facilities, including 

having usable and pleasant outdoor spaces 

and community halls.

The CPGB-ML believes that the welfare of 

workers can only be safeguarded by a so-

cialist system of economy, controlled and 

administered by the working people them-

selves.

Let the capitalists’ ministers try and show us 

otherwise; let them start by meeting this list 

of simple demands.


