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8. Indicative Notional Learning Hours 

Staff – Student Contact Independent Study Hours 

Classes 
(e.g. lectures, seminars and 
supervised group activity) 

40 Independent Study 
(e.g. project development, reading, 
research and work on online 
forums) 

100 

Supervised Access to 
Resources 

20 Preparation for Assessment 90 

Unsupervised Access to 
Resources 

50 

Total 60 Total 240 

 
9. Unit Introduction  
 
This unit addresses issues of contextual architectural and landscape design in a 

selected urban area, relating wider theoretical debates and to local problems and 

priorities. It also provides the opportunity to study in depth the application and 

integration of advanced innovative technical methodologies in collaboration with the 

Design and Technology unit. 

The area is analysed in terms of endemic urban, cultural and sociological 

relationships. Students choose sites and propose small-scale projects in difficult 

urban contexts, with staff guidance and using examples studied in the Contemporary 

Practice unit. Students are thereby encouraged to propose designs to a greater 

degree of detail than hitherto in their architectural education and to explore radical 

experimental solutions as well as new materials and construction methods.  

This exercise also shows them how to research sites and programmes as future self-

directed study for the larger Comprehensive Design Thesis in Year 2.  

 
10. Aims of the Unit  
 
The unit aims for students to develop the ability to: 

 research and analyse an urban area in terms of its physical, environmental, 
social, historical and statutory contexts; 

 establish a functional and contextual need for the area and write a brief to 
address that need  

 prepare and present a building proposal of small scale and detailed 
complexity, in relation to the context of the area, using a range of media, with 
regard to current theory and in response to the brief 

1. Programme Title MArch 

2. Unit Title STUDIO Making Places 

3. HE Level PG - FHEQ Level 7 

4. Unit Code MAR17702 

5. Credit Value of Unit 30 

6. Unit Type Mandatory 

7. Unit Tutor TBC 



 
 

STUDIO Making Places 

 

2 
Tom Fitzsimmons – Ravensbourne  Definitive Document – Validation 2016-17 

 

 integrate the proposal both in relation to the needs and aspirations of the 
building’s users, and its sustainable impact on its environment using 
advanced new technologies 

 show understanding of current architectural issues, originality in the 
application of design proposals and an investigative process that explores 
innovative ideas and applications 
 

And thereby have satisfied the ARB/RIBA Criteria for Part 2 at FHEQ Level 7 as 
outlined in the Learning Outcomes 
 
11. Indicative Content 
 

 Field trip preparation 
 

 Field trip site selection and contextual evaluation 
 

 Precedent/thematic study 
 

 Brief writing 
 

 Design Project 
 

 Integration of constructional technologies 
 

 Presentational techniques 
 
12. Unit Learning Outcomes  
 
In order to successfully satisfy the learning outcomes students are required to 
engage with the process of learning. The learning outcomes refer to developing the 
following RIBA/ARB Graduate Attributes for Part 2 and FHEQ Level 7 standards 
and must be read in conjunction with these. With regard to meeting the eleven 
RIBA/ARB General Criteria at Parts 1 and 2, successful completion of this unit will 
contribute to the award of the Part 2 to students who have: 

GA2.1 ability to generate complex design proposals showing understanding of 

current architectural issues, originality in the application of subject knowledge 

and, where appropriate, to test new hypotheses and speculations; 

GA2.2 ability to evaluate and apply a comprehensive range of visual, oral and 

written media to test, analyse, critically appraise and explain design 

proposals; 

FHEQ Level 7: 

- a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of 

current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the 

forefront of their academic discipline, field of study or area of professional 

practice. 
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-  originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical 

understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are 

used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline 

- conceptual understanding that enables the student  to evaluate 

methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to 

propose new hypotheses. 

- conceptual understanding that enables the student to evaluate critically 

current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline 

and upon completion of this unit will be able to demonstrate, in relation to: 

ARB/RIBA General Criteria for Parts 1 and 2: 

GC1 Ability to create architectural designs that satisfy both aesthetic 

and technical requirements. 

The graduate will have the ability to: 

1.1 prepare and present building design projects of diverse scale, 

complexity, and type in a variety of contexts, using a range of media, and in 

response to a brief; 

GC3 Knowledge of the fine arts as an influence on the quality of 

architectural design. 

The graduate will have knowledge of: 

3.3 the creative application of such work to studio design projects, in terms of 

their conceptualisation and representation. 

GC5 - Understanding of the relationship between people and buildings, 

and between buildings and their environment, and the need to relate 

buildings and the spaces between them to human needs and scale. 

The graduate will have an understanding of: 

5.1 the needs and aspiration of building users. 

5.2 the impact of buildings on the environment, and the precepts of 

sustainable design. 

5.3 the way in which buildings fit into their local context. 

GC7 Understanding of the methods of investigation and preparation of 

the brief for a design project. 

The graduate will have an understanding of: 
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7.1 the need to critically review precedents relevant to the function, 

organisation and technological strategy of design proposals; 

7.2 the need to appraise and prepare building briefs of diverse scales and 

types, to define client and user requirements and their appropriateness to site 

and context; 

the following: 

Learning Outcome Marking Criteria 

1 the ability to evaluate and apply a 
comprehensive range of visual, oral 
and written media which illustrate 
the ability to research, analyse and 
synthesise information which will 
enable a considered design 
solution within a specific 
environment. 
 

 Research  
 

 Analysis  
 

 Subject Knowledge  
 

 Experimentation 

 Technical Competence  
 

 Communication & 
Presentation  
 

 Personal & Professional 
Development  
 

 Collaborative and / or 
Independent Professional 
working 
 
 

2 understanding of the 
methodologies of research for and 
writing of a brief in response to the 
needs of the user and the physical, 
social, environmental and statutory 
contexts of the site 
 

 Research  
 

 Analysis  
 

 Subject Knowledge  
 

 Experimentation 

 Technical Competence  
 

 Communication & 
Presentation  
 

 Personal & Professional 
Development  
 

 Collaborative and / or 
Independent Professional 
working 
 
 

3 the ability to propose, using a range 
of media, a synoptic architectural 
design that addresses the 
requirements of the brief and 
integrates functional, aesthetic and 
technical imperatives. 
 

 Research  Technical Competence 
 

 Analysis 
 

 Communication & 
Presentation 

  

 Subject Knowledge  Personal & Professional 
Development 

 

 Experimentation 

 

 Collaborative and / or 
Independent Professional 
working 

4 the ability to demonstrate 
knowledge of contemporary art and 
architectural theory through design 
proposals that address current issues 
in innovative ways 
 

 Research  Technical Competence 
 

 Analysis 

 

 Communication & 
Presentation 

  

 Subject Knowledge  Personal & Professional 
Development 

 

 Experimentation 

 

 Collaborative and / or 
Independent Professional 
working 

5 an understanding of the character 
of the proposal’s local context in 
terms of  human scale and the nature 
of the new external spaces created 

 Research  Technical Competence 
 

 Analysis 

 

 Communication & 
Presentation 

  

 Subject Knowledge  Personal & Professional 
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by the insertion of the proposal into 
an existing environment 
 

Development 
 

 Experimentation 

 

 Collaborative and / or 
Independent Professional 
working 

 
13. Learning and Teaching Methods 

This unit will be delivered using a combination of:  

 Briefings  

 Lectures  

 Project work  

 Seminars  

 Workshops  

 Group work  

 Online activity  

 Individual Presentations and critiques  

 Group presentations and critiques  

 Self-directed independent study  

 Other (describe below)  
      

 
14. Assessment Methods 
 
The assessment for this unit is weighted. In element-based assessment, you must 

achieve at least D- in the overall unit. Failure (E, F, or F-), or non-submission in any 

element defaults to Fail for the unit. 

 Site Analysis and Brief (40%) LO1-2 

 Final Proposal (60%) LO3-5 
 

Assessment will be against the specified marking criteria. 

All learning outcomes must be achieved at D- to pass this unit. 

 
15. Reading and Resource List 
 
Essential Reading 
 
Abendroth, L. and Bell, B. (2015) Public Interest Design Practice Guidebook: SEED 
Methodology, Case Studies, and Critical Issues (Public Interest Design 
Guidebooks) Routledge 
Alexander, C. (1978) A Pattern Language OUP USA 

Alexander, C. (1980) The Timeless Way of Building OUP USA 

Bert, Bielefeld (2013) Basics Architectural Design, Birkhauser 

Buxton, P. (2015) Metric Handbook: Planning and Design Data, Routledge 

Cook, Sir Peter (2013) Drawing: The Motive Force of Architecture, Wiley 

Crysler, C. G., Cairns, S. and Heynen, H.(eds). (2012) The Sage Handbook of 
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Architectural Theory. London: Sage  

Dunn, Nick (2010) Architectural Modelmaking, Laurence King Publishing 

Farrelly, Lorraine and Crowson, Nicola (2014) Representational Techniques for 
Architecture, London: Bloomsbury Publishing 

Jacobs, Jane (1961) The Death and Life of Great American Cities, New York: 
Random House 

LaGro Jr, J. (2013) Site Analysis: Informing Context-Sensitive and Sustainable Site 
Planning and Design, Wiley 

Neufert, E. and Neufert, P. (2012) Architects’ Data, 4th Edition, Wiley-Blackwell OMA 
(2002) S,M,L,XL Monacelli Press  

Parry, Eric, (2015) Context: Architecture and the Genius of Place, Wiley 

Richardson, Phyllis, (2001)  XS: Big Ideas, Small Buildings, Thames & Hudson 

Richardson, Phyllis, (2007) XS Green: Small Structures, Green Architecture, 
Thames & Hudson 

Richardson, Phyllis, (2009) XS Extreme: Big Ideas, Small Buildings, Thames & 
Hudson 

Waterman, T. (2015) The Fundamentals of Landscape Architecture, Bloomsbury 
Academic 

Zumthor, P. (2010) Thinking Architecture, Birkhauser 

 

URLs 

http://www.dezeen.com/architecture/  

http://www.archdaily.com 

http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk 

http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/how-to-carry-out-the-best-site-analysis-in-the-

class/ 

http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/presenting-your-site-analysis/ 

http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/the-architectural-design-brief-the-checklist-part-1/ 

https://www.designingbuildings.co.uk/wiki/Briefing_documents_for_building_design 

Further Reading and Resources 

Further reading and resources will be identified in your Project Brief. 

http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/how-to-carry-out-the-best-site-analysis-in-the-class/
http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/how-to-carry-out-the-best-site-analysis-in-the-class/
http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/presenting-your-site-analysis/
http://www.firstinarchitecture.co.uk/the-architectural-design-brief-the-checklist-part-1/

