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The Institute for Creativity  
and Technology
—
Launching January 2021 in  
London’s new Design District

The Institute is an open 
organisation dedicated to 
shaping sustainable and ethical 
interventions in the creative, 
technological, leadership, 
innovation, and social spheres. 

A future-focussed home of 
experimentation, connection and 
collaboration, where hi-tech, 
lo-tech, no-tech exploration and 
leading edge design and analysis 
are taken to new frontiers by a 
diverse and evolving community of 
ethical thinkers, creators and 
disruptors in a unique culture of 
innovation.
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Join Us 
— 
GradSchool is part of the Institute 
for Creativity and Technology. 
We occupy a space like no other 
for creative thinking, making, 
researching, imagining and doing, 
with a focus on fusing technology, 
creativity, communication and 
sustainability. This is a place 
to grow your skills and ideas 
while expanding your capacity 
for innovation, leadership and 
business development. GradSchool 
students learn and create in a 
custom-designed study space with 
movable walls for pinning up and 
presenting work, standing and 
seated desks, tables for making and 
meeting, and flexible spaces for 
talks and seminars. Our students 
have access to the Institute’s 
MakerSpace prototyping facilities, 
VR/AR/MR lab, ResearchCentre, 
Incubation+ and a dedicated events 
and exhibition space.

A Place To Thrive  
— 
Our small scale and diversity 
offer a unique environment 
which draws together students, 
academics, businesses and a huge 
range of partners, all united by a 
desire to experiment, collaborate 
and create. The Institute and 
Ravensbourne University London’s 
unmatched connections to the 
creative industries ensure that 
GradSchool study and practice 
go hand-in-hand. Our programmes 
are designed to build your 
skills, network and profile as a 
practitioner, keeping you close to 
the heart of your industry. 

Courses Launching January 2021 
— 
MA Design Communication  
and Technology

MA Fashion Design, Management  
and Innovation 

MA Illustration for Communication

MDes Service Design, Social 
Innovation and Design Leadership

At GradSchool we will 
support you to grow and 
enhance your studies, 
catalyse your ambitions 
and launch your career. 03
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Global communication is expanding 
and with it the demand for 
distinct and coherent messaging. 
There is an immediate need for 
skilled practitioners who can 
understand, question and shape 
both content and methods for 
delivering it across multiple 
platforms and channels. 

Our MA Design, Communication and 
Technology meets this rapidly-
evolving demand by inviting you to 
develop your thinking and practice 
at the intersection of creativity, 
communication and technology. The 
course recognises that progress in 
the digital realm moves quickly, 
and we respond by exploring a 
dynamic and frequently-updated 
range of skills and techniques.

This programme reflects and 
contributes to the ever-
increasing scope of visual 
communication by focussing on two 
key aims. First, the generation 
of innovative responses to the 
urgent requirement for creative 
storytelling; and second, the 
development of an understanding 
of technology’s growing potential 
in the creation, coordination and 
delivery of communication.

MA Design, Communication  
and Technology 
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The global fashion retail industry 
is worth more than $1.3 trillion. 
It is continuously in a state of 
flux, growth and change, and is 
facing a number of significant 
challenges. 

Our MA Fashion Design, Management 
and Innovation will equip you 
with the creative and critical 
faculties and practical skills 
needed to explore and address 
these challenges and issues. How? 
By offering you the chance to 
develop your thinking and practice 
at the point where fashion, 
ethical design production and 
emerging culture meet.

You will be exposed to the 
theory, craft and skill that 
are involved in the design and 
manufacturing process. The course 
also explores the various meanings 
and connotations of luxury, 
specialised approaches to small 
scale manufacturing, and questions 
of sustainability and materiality. 

MA Fashion Design Management  
and Innovation 
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The requirement for visualisation, 
graphic narratives and the 
articulation of concepts is 
growing across the creative 
industries. At the same time, 
the role of the illustrator is 
in constant flux and open to 
continuous redefinition. 

GradSchool’s MA Illustration for 
Communication recognises the 
magnitude of this ongoing shift 
and responds by providing you with 
the understanding, skills and 
practical ability to reimagine, 
refine and potentially reset the 
illustrator’s position in both 
established and emerging fields. 

This course has been designed to 
occupy space within a diverse 
range of practices including 
animation, moving image, data 
visualisation, illustration 
for social media, character 
illustration and development, 
games design and world forming, 
illustration for architecture and 
interiors, narrative environments, 
and fashion illustration.

MA Illustration for Communication 
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GradSchool’s MDes Service 
Design, Social Innovation and 
Design Leadership reflects the 
burgeoning global requirement for 
new approaches to describing, 
considering and problem-solving 
in the social innovation, service 
design and design leadership 
space.

This programme is designed 
to offer a profound learning 
experience. We will shape and 
inspire original thinking in 
areas as diverse as health, 
social cohesion, demographic 
trends, climate change and 
economic development, as well as 
covering practical ways to apply 
our ideas, such as user research 
design, facilitating stakeholder 
workshops, and project management 
for service design processes. 

You will gain a comprehensive 
understanding of the strategic 
management of design to equip you 
with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to expand your influence 
in service to the wider community, 
manage processes to effect real 
change, and progress to senior 
positions across a range of 
organisations and industries.

MDes Service Design, Social 
Innovation and Design Leadership 
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GradSchool is committed to 
encouraging and facilitating 
cross-disciplinary conversation 
and collaboration. Our building 
is open access, and students are 
expected to cross thresholds and 
collaborate with their peers and 
the wider community both inside 
and outside the Institute.

Our Masters courses are organised 
across three terms and can be 
taken full- or part-time, with 
full-time courses running from 
January 2021 to January 2022. 
 

Term One 
— 
Identify, Investigate and Ignite 
(PG01) is dedicated to establishing 
our programme of research and 
practice. In parallel to this, 
Outcomes and Outputs (PG05) kicks 
off and runs for the duration of 
the course, offering students the 
chance to feed, build, journal, 
critique and shape their final 
Masters submission from the very 
start of the programme. Term One 
also introduces the Industry 
Mentorship Programme (PG06), in 
which students are connected to an 
industry mentor. We will support 
you in forming a productive and 
results-focussed relationship 
underpinned by a Mentorship 
Contract, which lays out the 
expectations and obligations on 
both sides.

Term Two 
— 
Ideate and Innovate (PG02/03) is 
a unique unit in which students 
respond to briefs set on a 
theme such as Scale, Connection 
or Space, by working through a 
defined approach such as Play, 
Publish or Occupy. Students across 
GradSchool will form cross-
disciplinary teams, so a Fashion 
student might address a brief 
given by a Social Innovation 
student, while an Illustration 
student could be briefed by a 
colleague in Design Communication. 
The parallel Outcomes and Outputs 
(PG05) unit allows for journalling 
and critical reflection on the 
collaboration process.
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Term Three 
— 
Instigate and Implement (PG04) 
invites students to choose a 
particular pathway, whether 
research, industry or incubation. 
With the support of the Masters 
tutors and the resources of the 
wider Institute, each route offers 
the opportunity to develop your 
critical thinking and contributes 
to shaping your final submission, 
which takes the form of an 8,000 
word dissertation or research 
report.
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The Institute, Greenwich Peninsula 
London, SE10 OSQ

theinstitute@rave.ac.uk
@the_institute_ravensbourne


