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Introduction 

This has been an unusual week, to say the least.  

We seem to find ourselves on unfamiliar territory. Normally we 
have a pretty clear picture of what it looks like to obey God. 

But how do we honour God in our choices when we’re 
genuinely not sure what obedience looks like? 

I’ve spent a significant portion of the past five days in 
conversation with people from across the country, talking 
about what it means for us to worship God as His body. 

And sadly, many of those conversations were quite 
discouraging to me on a personal level. 

I’ve struggled a bit under the weight of that discouragement 
and I’m sure that I am not alone this morning. 

So I thought it might be a good idea to take the opportunity 
to reset our focus, to spend some time thinking on the main 
thing that we’re supposed to be about as the body of Christ. 

To encouragement my own heart, I’ve gone back to one of my 
favourite stories about Jesus in the Gospels. 

I confess that I am somewhat selfishly preaching this text 
because I needed to reflect on these truths, but I pray that it 
will be an encouragement to you as well. 

I actually preached this same passage at RF about two years 
ago, so some of you may remember it… 
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But many of you joined RF after I preached that time, and like I 
said, even if you did hear that sermon, my prayer is that your 
heart will find encouragement in this text, just as mine has. 

So you can take your Bibles and turn to Mark 10. 

This morning we’ll look at two passages in Mark 10, where 
we’ll be presented with two individuals. 

What we will see this morning, is that God honouring worship 
doesn’t depend on how impressive our credentials are—God 
isn’t impressed by what we can bring to the table. 

Instead God is pleased by a humble heart that comes to Him, 
offering nothing more than simple dependence and trust. 

We’ll begin our reading in Mk 10:13 where we meet the first 
candidate, and in his example we will see what it looks like 
when we have a Deficient Devotion.  

That’ll be our first point… A Deficient Devotion.  

Follow along as I read from, Mk 10:13, 
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1. Deficient Devotion 

Often, even people with just a passing knowledge of the Bible 
will know about this account in the Gospels. 

Probably because the story has such an abrupt, shockingly 
unexpected ending. 

The seemingly bright future of this young man is suddenly 
snuffed out as he walks away from Jesus grieving because he 
is not willing to pay the price set before him. 

We call him ‘the rich young ruler,’ but that description comes 
from a combination of what we read in Matthew, Mark and 
Luke. 

Mark calls him wealthy, Matthew calls him young, and it’s Luke 
who adds the detail that he was a ruler. 

He was most likely a ruler of the Synagogue, who––as Mark 
tells us in v17––runs up to Jesus and then kneels down 
before him. 

Now, it’s worth noting that men of means in first-century 
Palestine didn’t go running around. 

It was considered unseemly because to run, you had to hike 
up your robe and expose your hairy legs. 

Running was the kind of thing best left to slaves and servants. 

And men of status and wealth most certainly didn’t go about 
bowing down before penniless preachers, so the way this 
young man approaches Jesus is remarkable, to say the least. 
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It demonstrates a level of earnest sincerity that seems to be 
lacking from Nicodemus for example, who decided to make 
his approach to Jesus under the cover of darkness. 

Mark brings us immediately to the motivation that brought this 
young ruler to Christ. 

v17 says that coming to Jesus, the man,  

Now… If someone approached me with this question, I’d think 
of him as low hanging fruit. This seems like easy pickings for 
the Gospel. 

He comes with the right attitude. He genuinely seems to come 
with humble sincerity. 

There is no indication that his status, power and wealth have 
caused him to be arrogant. In fact, he seems to come with a 
significant display of humility. 

Not only does he come with the right attitude but He also 
comes to the right person.  

Like so many others in Mark’s Gospel, this young man has 
heard enough about Jesus, that he makes the most of the 
opportunity when he learns that this teacher is in town. 

He comes with the right attitude. He comes to the right 
person, and thirdly, he comes with the right question. 

He does not need to be convinced of life after death. 
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He believes that there is eternal life and he understand how 
important it is to prepare for that life now: “What must I do?” 

I can almost see Judas struggling to keep from rubbing his 
hand together in excitement over the prospects of this 
influential, wealthy young man joining their ranks. 

Judas you might remember was the one who controlled the 
money bag for the disciples. 

In light of such a promising prospect, Jesus’ abrupt response 
seems jarring to say the least. 

In v18 we read that, 

Now, if you’d been reading through the Gospel of Mark, then 
you’d remember from Jesus’ interaction with the scribes, in 
chapter 2, that He is able to see into people’s hearts.  

His response might seem abrupt to us, but in reality this 
answer has been tailor-made for this seemingly sincere young 
man. 

Jesus knows that the rich young rulers understanding of 
“goodness” is in serious need of recalibration. 

The phrase:  is somewhat 
unusually phrased in the Greek.  

The exact same turn of phrase is found in Mark 2:7 where 
Jesus heals the paralytic man. 
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There, the Scribes thought to themselves: “Who can forgive 
sins... but God alone?” (same as 10:18) 

The inescapable conclusion from Mark 2 was that Jesus can 
forgive sins precisely because He is God. 

It is very possible that the usage of the same phraseology, 
here in Mark 10, is meant to remind the reader of the truth 
we learned in chapter 2. 

Jesus is nothing less than God Himself. 

The rich young ruler’s fault wasn’t in calling Jesus “good,” but 
in thinking of Him as nothing more than a good teacher. 

Jesus is “good.” But He is good because He is God! 

Implicit in his address to Jesus as “Good Teacher,” is the idea 
that goodness is something that we are able to achieve on a 
human level. 

The young man sees himself as a good man.  

And he’s eager to make use of this opportunity to find out 
from a good teacher if there might be any remaining 
deficiencies in his striving after his own goodness. 

What we see in the next verses, is that a pursuit of goodness––
no matter how sincerely you seek it––will never be enough to 
bring you eternal life. 

After His abrupt change of topic, Jesus seems to address the 
young man’s question. 
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In v19, Jesus lists 6 requirements. The first four of those are 
numbers 6, 7, 8, and 9 of the Ten Commandments that God 
gave to Moses on Mount Sinai.  

The phrase “Do not defraud” seems to be a substitute for the 
10th commandment, which prohibits all forms of coveting. 

Finally, Jesus mentions commandment no. 5––“honour your 
father and your mother.” 

All these commandments deal with how people relate to one 
another and they deal with measurable, external behaviour. 

Jesus probably substitutes the 10th commandment precisely 
because defrauding is something that can be measured on 
the outside, unlike coveting that can’t be measured easily. 

By specifically limiting the parameters the way that He does, 
Jesus places the man in a position where he is able to 
sincerely give the answer we find in v20. 

In v20 he says: 

His “youth” probably refers to his 13th birthday when Jewish 
men celebrate their Bar Mitzvah, which means “son of the 
commandment.” 

It is from this age onwards that young Jewish men are seen as 
being personally responsible for obeying the Mosaic Law. 

Now… There can be no questions that his understanding of 
the Law was deficient.  
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It also seems clear from his response that he wasn’t present 
during the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus pointed to the 
deeper heart motives behind the external requirements of 
the Law. 

But we mustn’t be too quick to dismiss his claims of outward 
conformity to all the requirements of the Law. 

Notice how Jesus’ responds to him in v21. 

The word for “looking” here is an intensified form of the 
verb… It’s meant to convey the idea of a searching look.  

Jesus stops to look deeply into this man––not just into his 
eyes, but into the very soul of this rich young ruler. 

The result of Jesus’ evaluation is that He feels a love for the 
young man. 

The demands that come from Jesus, flow out of a heart of love 
and are spoken with a sincerity that matches the sincerity 
with which the young man had approached Jesus. 

This man seems to have everything life has to offer. 
- He has wealth and access to the things it can buy.  
- He is a ruler and holds the power of his position. 
- He has a moral compass that’s guided him from youth. 
- Not only that, but he is still young and holds the 

expectation that he will be able to enjoy the benefits of 
his character and position for many years to come. 
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In today’s vernacular, we might say that “he has it made.” 

And yet, despite all his apparent advantages, Jesus says that 
there is one thing the young man is still lacking. 

Interestingly Jesus doesn’t actually tell him what the “one 
thing is.” Instead Jesus delivers to the man a series of new 
commandment. 

First he is to go and sell all that he possesses. Nothing is to be 
kept back. 

Second, after everything has been sold, he is to give all his 
money to the poor. 

Third, once he had divested himself of his every earthly 
possession, he was to come and follow Christ. 

This invitation to follow Jesus uses exactly the same language 
that we find in the formal calling of the Twelve to be Jesus’ 
disciples. 

This invitation is not merely general––come be part of the 
crowds who follow us around. No… This is an invitation to 
become one of the inner circle.  

Astonishingly, we read in v22: 

The word for ‘saddened’ refers to an external, visible, reaction.  

It is to be aghast and appalled at what you hear. 
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His astonishment at Jesus’ words was clear to everyone who 
witnessed the exchange taking place between the two of 
them. 

Even in his denial we can still see his sincerity. Mark recounts 
that the young man goes away grieving. 

He doesn’t ask if there is any other way. He seems to simply 
accept the fact that the price Jesus demands is one that he is 
not willing to pay. 

Now… If we’re honest with ourselves, I wonder how many of 
us have thoughts like:  
- “Boy, I’m glad that Jesus doesn’t make this kind of 

demand of everyone. 
- “I ‘m glad that Jesus extended salvation to me as a free 

gift of grace. I’m glad that He didn’t expect anything as 
radical as this from me. 

- “If Jesus had told me to sell everything I own and give my 
possessions to the poor… Would I have had the strength 
to follow Him?” 

Jesus’ demand is not as outrageous as our materialistic value 
system might lead us to believe. 

We should remember that giving up everything in order to 
follow Jesus is exactly what all the Apostles did.  

Peter refers to that reality, in v28, when he says: “Behold we 
have left everything and followed you.” 

Not only that, but if we look at Acts 4 then it seems that it was 
also the common practice of the Early Church. 
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It seems that many sold all their earthly belongings and 
brought the money to the church so that they could care for 
those who had need. 

We can draw two important conclusions from the rich young 
ruler’s reaction. 

First, we see that, although he lived in obedience to the 
external requirements of the Law, his unwillingness to sell all 
that he had, exposes him for the Law breaker that he is. 

The first of the 10 commandments, is a prohibition against 
idolatry, 

Money, and the comfort and security it brought, had long 
since nudged Yahweh off the top spot in the heart of the rich 
young ruler. 

In the case of this young man, the words of Jesus in Matt 6:24 
had proven to be devastatingly true, 

The rich young ruler had made his choice and he was simply 
unwilling to exchange the riches of this life, for the treasures 
of heaven. 

The second conclusion we must draw from the young ruler’s 
response to the words of Jesus is that the call to follow Him 
demands everything from us. 
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I said earlier that we might be glad that Jesus doesn’t place 
the same exacting demands on us. 

But the fact is: Jesus’ demands on us are every bit as extreme 
as they were for this man. 

In Mark 8:34 Jesus says, 

Being a disciple of Jesus demands everything... It requires that 
you give up everything... There is no room for half measures 
when it comes to being a follower of Christ. 

I mentioned before that Jesus never actually tells the man 
what it is that he lacks. 

Although the text doesn’t explicitly say, I think we can find at 
least part of the answer in the immediate context of this 
account. 

Just before the interaction between Jesus and the rich young 
ruler, we saw Jesus blessing the little children. 

Jesus’ words there are noteworthy.In v15 He says, 

Then, in vv23–25 Jesus says that it is not just hard, but 
impossible for rich people to enter into the kingdom of God. 
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The disciple’s astonished response is to ask: “Then who can be 
saved?” 

The culminating thought to which everything has been 
building, comes in v27, 

The rich young ruler wanted to know what he must do to 
inherit eternal life. 

The answer is that there is nothing that he could ever do to 
inherit eternal life. 

There is nothing that you could ever do to earn your way into 
heaven. 

We must receive eternal life with a faith that comes from a 
desperate understanding of our own inability to earn it. 

That’s precisely the attitude that gets modelled for us in the 
account of the blind beggar called Bartimaeus. 

In the Rich Young Ruler we see a Deficient Devotion because 
he believes that he can somehow please to God on the basis 
of his own goodness. 

By contrast, what we see in the example of Bartimaeus is that 
the type of devotion that pleases God requires a Deliberate 
Dependence. 

That’ll be our second point for this morning: a Deliberate 
Dependence. 
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2. Deliberate Dependence 

If the story of the rich young ruler is one of the most 
disappointing stories in the Gospels, then the story of 
Bartimaeus must be one of the most uplifting. 

Look again with me at Mark 10. I want us to read vv46–52. 

Mark likes to make theological points by placing multiple 
accounts in the life of Jesus side-by-side. 

Our passages in Mark 10, form part of a larger section that 
describes Jesus’ final journey from Galilee to Jerusalem.  
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Jesus is traveling south towards Jerusalem, so that He can die 
on a cross during the Passover celebration. 

In chapter 10:1 it explicitly says that Jesus is heading towards 
Judea, but the journey probably began as early as 8:22 with 
the mention of Bethsaida. 

Beginning in 8:22 all the way to the end of 10:52, we find this 
one extended section that begins and ends with a miracle in 
which Jesus heals a person who suffers from blindness. 

The whole section is introduced by the question that Jesus 
asks of His disciples: “Do you not yet understand?” 

Discipleship is a major theme in this section, and it is 
bracketed with blindness that metaphorically signifies a lack 
of spiritual perception. 

Jesus is struggling to impart spiritual perception to His 
disciples and He is running out of time. He is quite literally 
headed towards His own death. 

This theme of sight vs blindness also ties together the stories 
of the rich young ruler and Bartimaeus. 

The rich young ruler has perfect physical sight, but lacks 
spiritual perception. 

Bartimaeus on the other hand is physically blind but, as we will 
see, he has remarkable spiritual perception.    ... 

As we come to this 2nd encounter, we see that Jesus’ 
interaction with Bartimaeus takes place at Jericho, which is 
the last stop as you journey south towards Jerusalem.  
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Bartimaeus is blind, which means that he can’t work and so 
he’s reliant on the mercy of others for his daily survival. 

He’s blind not dumb, so he's cleverly positioned himself 
outside the city gate where he can beg alms from the traffic 
headed towards Jerusalem for the Passover celebrations. 

v47 says: 

Some of the colour of the Greek is lost in translation… 

Part of what makes this story so enjoyable is the back and 
forth dialogue. The story is carried entirely by the 
conversation that takes place between the characters. 

For example, the phrase “that it was Jesus the Nazarene,”in v47 
is probably better understood as the exclamation of an 
excited onlooker who recognizes Jesus. 

The emphasis on dialogue highlights Bartimaeus’ dependence 
on hearing as opposed to seeing what is happening. 

And when Bartimaeus heard that excited declaration: “It’s 
Jesus, the Nazarene!” he couldn’t believe it. 

He had heard so much about this miracle working teacher 
from the North. 

Jesus had cleansed lepers, healed paralytics, delivered the 
demon possessed, and restored sight to the blind.  
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It was even whispered that He had raised a 12-yearl-old girl 
from the dead…  

And everyone had heard the latest stories about Lazarus who 
had supposedly been dead a full four days before Jesus had 
dramatically called him forth from his grave! 

But the miracles themselves were not what had struck 
Bartimaeus the most. 

He had heard about the things Jesus taught; about the 
coming kingdom and the need for repentance. 

Everyone knew about John the Baptist, the fore-runner spoken 
of by the prophet Malachi. 

 And everyone knew that John had pointed to Jesus and said: 
“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
World.” 

The authority behind the teachings of Jesus… The way that 
He explained truth… The wonders that He had performed… 

All these things had convinced Bartimaeus of a truth that few 
seemed willing to embrace––Jesus was none other than the 
long-awaited Messiah.  

Jesus was the son that God had promised to David so long 
ago… 

And so, before he even knew what he was doing Bartimaeus 
found himself calling at the top of his lungs: “Son of David! 
Jesus! Have mercy on me!” 
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Once those words came off his tongue he was surprised by 
the urgency he felt in his heart. 

He realized that he meant those word with a fervency that he 
had never felt before. 

He simply had to meet Jesus! 

Back in 10:15 the disciples had tried to keep little children 
from coming to Jesus. 

Now, in v48, it is Bartimaeus who they’re trying to keep away 
from Jesus, but the more they tried to shut him up, the 
louder he began to shout. 

The Greek emphasizes the tension of the moment: Many are 
trying to keep him quiet, but he just shouts all the more! 

He couldn’t see…  

He couldn’t run up to Jesus in the crowd… 

His only hope was to make so much noise that Jesus would 
somehow hear his cries over the noise of the crowds and take 
pity on him. 

Relief flooded through him as hands suddenly gripped his 
elbows and pulled him to his feet. 

“Take courage,” said the people who had tried to shush him 
only moments before. “Get up! He is calling you.” 

Joy floods through him as he casts aside the cloak he’d spread 
out before him to collect coins, and he jumps to his feet. 
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The firm fingers clamped to his elbow, direct him towards the 
Son of David. 

And when he finally gets to stand before Jesus, the 
compassion of the Son of David shines brightly. 

Here is Jesus, the creator of heaven and earth. He is on His 
way to Jerusalem where He will lay down His life for sinners 
like you and me. 

With such thoughts weighing down upon His shoulders, Jesus 
delays the crowd so that He can ask this blind beggar: “What 
is it that I can do for you?” 

The King of Heaven stands ready to serve a blind beggar. 

I think the words “have mercy on me” was a phrase that 
Bartimaeus habitually used, when he begging for money. 

I wonder if there was a gasp of surprise from those closest to 
him when Bartimaeus asked, not for money, but for sight! 

The Aramaic Rabboni is a heightened form of the more 
common Rabbi and it signals Bartimaeus’ belief in Jesus’ 
deity as clearly as the use of the title: “Son of David.” 

It is loosely equivalent to one of the popular OT designations 
for God: Adonai. It means “Lord,” or “Master.” 

In verse 52 we see the reply: 
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The instruction to “go” is not intended as a command to leave 
Jesus’ presence at once. Instead, it shows that Jesus has 
granted the request for healing. 

It is probably a shortened form of the commonly used phrase: 
“Go in peace.” 

Jesus says to Bartimaeus: “Your faith has made you well.”  

Literally: “Your faith has saved you,” using the Greek word 
sotzo rather than a more generic word for healing. 

This is likely done intentionally, to highlight the double 
meaning of spiritual as well as physical restoration. 

One commentator beautifully says that: “His mind saw the 
light before His eyes [did].” 

 / 21 24



Conclusion 

At our house, we have an illustrated children’s book of bible 
stories that Taryn and I read to our kids. 

One of the stories is about Bartimaeus, and in that book the 
first picture they draw through the newly opened eyelids of 
Bartimaeus is the smiling face of Jesus. 

I think that’s right. The first picture he received through his 
newly regained eyesight was likely the face of his Saviour. 

Bartimaeus now had the ability to go wherever he wanted, 
and there was no place he would rather be, than at the side 
of the One Who saved him. 

And so, with his eye-sight restored, Bartimaeus now has the 
ability to follow Jesus on the road to Jerusalem. 

Did you know that this is the only place in the Gospel of Mark 
where the recipient of one of Jesus’ healing miracles is 
specifically mentioned by name? 

Bartimaeus is probably specifically named because he had 
become a well-known figure in the church by the time that 
Mark wrote his Gospel. 

Bartimaeus began to follow Jesus and he never stopped.  

His eyes saw the sights of palm branches lining the road to 
Jerusalem as people welcomed the Son of David. 

And... less than one week later his eyes would provide the 
accompanying images as his ears heard the people shout: 
“Crucify Him!” 
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He likely saw the scarred back of Jesus as He struggled under 
the weight of the cross that He carried up the hill to 
Golgotha. 

It’s very likely that Bartimaeus was present at the crucifixion. 

If he was there; then his newly restored eyes would never be 
able to un-see that first nail, driven into the flesh of Christ 
and all the horrifying details of the crucifixion that followed. 

I hope he was also there to see Jesus as He was taken up into 
heaven by the clouds. 

I wonder if Bartimaeus was there to see the Holy Spirit 
descending on the 120 like tongues of fire. 

Was he there to see when Peter preached that first great 
sermon? 

Did he see as Stephen was stoned? 

I don’t know…. 

What I do know is that Bartimaeus never stopped following 
Jesus. 

What I do know is that Bartimaeus received the kingdom like a 
little child––in humble dependence. 

The Rich Young Ruler and Bartimaeus show us two very 
different ways of coming to Jesus. 

Let me ask you: “What about you? How have you approached 
Christ?” 
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Don’t make the mistake of the rich young ruler. Your good 
works will never be enough to save you. 

If you want to be accepted by Jesus, then you must come to 
Him in faith, with the humble dependence of a little child. 

If you do then, like Bartimaeus, you too will one day 
experience the joy of setting your newly opened eyes on our 
Lord and Saviour. 

On that day, you will hear Him say to you: “Well done, good 
and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Master.” 

Let’s pray…
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