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What Is God Like? 

How The Bible Describes God 
 
(Psalms 90:1-2 NKJV) LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all 
generations. {2} Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had 
formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 
 
(Exodus 34:6-7 NKJV) And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The 
LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abounding in 
goodness and truth, {7} "keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children and the children's children to the third and the fourth 
generation." 
 
(Isaiah 6:1-4 NKJV) In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on 
a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. {2} Above 
it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two 
he covered his feet, and with two he flew. {3} And one cried to another and said: 
"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!" {4} 
And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 
 
These are just some of the descriptions of God in the Bible. They tell us that God is 
everlasting and unchanging, that He is merciful, kind and gracious, that He is just 
and faithful, that He is holy and without sin. He is abounding in goodness and 
truth. He is a God we can trust utterly. 
 

God Is Like Jesus 
 
Above all God is like Jesus. Jesus is the "perfect image" of God. Jesus came to 
show us exactly what God is like. (John 14:9b-10a NKJV) He who has seen Me 
has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? {10} "Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me?.  
 
And (Hebrews 1:1-3 NKJV) God, who at various times and in various ways 
spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, {2} has in these last days 
spoken to us by His Son,..... who being the brightness of His glory and the express 
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He 
had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high."  
 



  

                  

4 

And... (John 1:18 NKJV) {18} No one has seen God at any time. The only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 
 
Jesus is kind because God is kind. Jesus healed people because God likes to heal 
people. Jesus liked the poor because God likes the poor. Jesus taught the truth 
because God is Truth.  
 
Jesus was sinless because God is sinless and Jesus taught with authority because 
God is God. Jesus tells us what God is like but as an "image" as a small scale 
representation that we can understand. Jesus, though He was God, did not hurl 
galaxies around while He was on earth.  
 
He became like God at a human level. Jesus is our clearest signpost to what God is 
like. Jesus was uncompromising yet merciful, kind yet full of truth, wise yet 
humble. He always acted in love because God always acts in love and freedom .He 
is utterly free and wishes us to be free also. 
 
Jesus used His great power to heal and help others. God also wants to use His 
great power to heal and help you. If you have prayed to receive Jesus Christ into 
your life and if you have submitted your life to Him the God's power is in you. 
Jesus Christ and all His power, resources and love has come to dwell in you.  
 
You have a huge power source right in the middle of your life. Call out to God and 
ask Him now to help you, to heal you and to show you how much power and love 
He has put inside you so you can continue to walk with Him. 
  

What Has Happened To Me? 

From Darkness To Light 
 
(Ephesians 2:1-10 NKJV) And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins, {2} in which you once walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the 
sons of disobedience, {3} among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in 
the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, just as the others. {4} But God, who is rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with which He loved us, {5} even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
{6} and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, {7} that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of 
His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. {8} For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, {9} not 
of works, lest anyone should boast. 
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{10} For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 
 

The Big Change 
 
There has been a huge change in your life. You have moved from being "dead in 
trespasses and sins" to being "alive together with Christ". God's life, which is 
"eternal life”, has been put into your heart. God has come to live in you and be 
at home in your life. You have started to "come alive" and "wake up" to all sorts 
on new things. Things that were nonsense before now start to make some sense 
and there is a deep desire for God and for holiness in your heart.  
 
You want to belong to Jesus and to obey Him. You want to be with other believers 
and read the Bible and go to church. You want to do good things and you want to 
get rid of the bad things in your life. A new life principle is operating within you. 
Whereas before the life principle of sin and death led you now the life principle of 
righteousness and peace leads you. You are a different person.  
 
Your life is so different and so new that you can say "I have been born again" 
(John 3:1-18). 
 
To fully understand this change you must realise that before you became a 
Christian you were a controlled person. You were controlled by "the prince of the 
power of the air" - the Devil. He might not have been around pestering you all the 
time but anytime he wanted he could "press your buttons' and you would do what 
he commanded. You were being spiritually manipulated by an evil power.  
 
That is why even "good people" who are not Christians end up doing things they 
are ashamed of and regret. Now Satan's ability to press your buttons is gone. They 
are no longer available to him.  
 
However you still have a storehouse of bad habits that you have made your own, a 
whole heap of wrong desires, angry thoughts and boastful intentions that are dear 
to your heart and for many people a whole bird's nest of confusion and anxiety 
that still has to be dealt with. God will clear these things up for you if you ask Him. 
He is your Saviour - not you yourself. He will rescue you from both the penalty and 
power of sin and very graciously from some of its consequences as well. 
 
Why does He rescue you - is it that he likes being a sort of life-saver" Or is there 
more to it than that? God certainly delights in saving people but He does so for a 
purpose - that they may live holy and responsible lives and fulfil the plans and 
purposes that He has created for us. Note verse 10 above "For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them." By being God's workmanship it means 
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He deliberately made you, and deliberately made you a certain way. By "good 
works which He prepared beforehand…” means that God has a plan for your 
life, a plan full of good works for you to do. These good works will flow from the 
kind of person that He has made you to be. Lastly there is the phrase "for us to 
do...” that means you and I have to be active "doing' Christians putting our new 
lives into practice each day. 
  

Meeting God's People 

The First Church (when the apostles lived) 
 
(Acts 4:32-35 NKJV) Now the multitude of those who believed were of one 
heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things in common. {33} And with great power the 
apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was 
upon them all. {34} Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who 
were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the 
things that were sold, {35} and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they 
distributed to each as anyone had need. 
 

A New People - A People of God 
 
Being a Christian means being part of a "new people" (Ephesians 2:15, 2 Cor 
5:17) we are introduced to the "household of God" (Ephesians 2:19) and have 
brothers and sisters in the faith. This means that something wonderful and 
supernatural can happen when believers gather together. The Holy Spirit dwells in 
the midst of God's people making it a ‘temple of the Holy Spirit". (1 Corinthians 
3:16-17 NKJV) "Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you? {17} If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will 
destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are."  
 
These verses indicate that there are very severe consequences for people who 
disrupt or harm God's people - the church. 
 
God uses different Christians in different ways. Some are powerful preachers; 
others can help the poor, yet others see are very good at praying while another 
person may possess gifts of leadership and administration. (1 Corinthians 12:1-
11)  
 
We are like the parts of a body - some are "legs", others "ears", others "eyes" and 
so no. The Bible sometimes calls the church ‘the body of Christ" we are the visible, 
on-this-earth representation of Jesus Christ. If Jesus wants to care for someone He 
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will us a part of "His body" to do it. You and I thus have important functions in this 
world. We are not to be jealous or envious of one another but to build one another 
up in love - just as in our human body the arms acre for the head etc. We are to 
be a team. Much hurt can come when Christians compete with one another. This is 
absolutely wrong, We are to "maintain the spirit of unity in the bond of peace". 
 

A Good Church 
 
When you look for a church check to see that it has the following four things: 
 
1. Sound biblical preaching that lifts up Jesus Christ as Savior, Lord and God. 
2. Humble , godly and wise leadership. ("Red flag" attitudes include: greed, pride, 
moral looseness, and disrespect.) 
3. The people of the church clearly love one another. 
4. There is holiness and clear standards of right and wrong. 
 
If you are unsure about a church then talk to some wise Christians that you know 
and ask their opinion of it. Or e-mail me at michaelcloke.org@gmail.com . I will not 
favour one particular denomination over another but seek 
to give you sound principles and advice. 
  

A Bad Church 
 
There are some groups you need to watch out for: 
 
1. Avoid groups that claim their particular group is the only group that will enter 
the Kingdom of God. They are often full of unsound teaching and manipulative 
practices. 
 
2. Avoid groups that refuse to be upfront with you on the first meeting. 
 
3. Avoid groups that are centered around a particular human leader who is often 
made out to be an infallible guide. Particularly if they ask for large sums of money. 
 
4. Avoid groups that do not see Jesus as the only way to salvation or which mix 
together Christianity and other religions or which have "unique teachings" about 
Jesus. 
 
5. Avoid groups that participate in the occult or which condone some forms of 
immorality. 
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6. Avoid groups that have "their own version" of the Scriptures or which add to the 
Bible. 
 

Loving the Church 
 
Once you have found a good church (there are no perfect churches) stick with it 
despite the ups and downs. Churches are full of people like you who make 
mistakes, aren't quite perfect and say things they do not really mean. One day 
someone may say or do something that really hurts you.  
 
Stick with it then - don't get bitter towards all Christians because of a foolish one 
or two. Remember some people who attend church are not really born again. 
Some are still searching, some are pretending, but the vast majority are really nice 
people. Here are three things you should take to church each Sunday. 
 
1. Your heart to be filled with the Spirit. Go with an open and expectant attitude 
and you will receive. 
2. Your eyes and your hands - to watch for the needs of the people of God and 
meet them in practical ways. 
3. Your mind - to hear, understand and think about God's word. Some Christians 
think that faith and their minds cannot mix. That is wrong. It is true that faith and 
a puffed up and arrogant mind cannot mix. But faith and an inquiring mind go 
hand in hand and create wisdom, knowledge grace and truth. 
  

Breaking Free From Sin 

We Have The Power To No Longer Live In Sin 
 
(Romans 6:5-23 NKJV) For if we have been united together in the likeness of 
His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
{6} knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. {7} For he 
who has died has been freed from sin. {8} Now if we died with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with Him, {9} knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. {10} For the 
death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to 
God. {11} Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
(Romans 6:12) Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you 
should obey it in its lusts. {13} And do not present your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. {14} For sin 
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shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. {15} 
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly 
not! {16} Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, 
you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of 
obedience leading to righteousness? 
 
(Romans 6:17) But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. {18} 
And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. {19} I 
speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you 
presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to 
more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for 
holiness. {20} For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 
righteousness. {21} What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are 
now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. {22} But now having been set 
free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, 
and the end, everlasting life. {23} For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
(1 John 3:9 NKJV) Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed 
remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God. 
 

The Struggle With Sin 
 
The Bible makes clear that Christians have victory over both the penalty and power 
of sin. We often find it difficult to believe this because of the intense struggle we 
have with "sin in our members". (Romans 7, Galatians 5:16-18) 1 John gives us a 
clue on how to think about this when it says "he cannot sin because he has been 
born of God" - who cannot sin - that part of us that has been born of God and is a 
new creation in Christ! Christ in us is sin-free - as sinless as he was here on earth! 
When we die and God takes us to heaven then we will not sin any more.  
 
The part of us that lasts forever is free from sin. In fact it is so completely 
unresponsive to sin that it can be said to be "dead to sin". Our true eternal selves 
are sinless. 
 
This is a powerful truth that can help us live the Christian life. There are two parts 
of us in conflict "the flesh" which is temporary and which stops having any 
influence after we die or Christ returns, and the spirit which is eternal, spotless, 
undefiled and holy. Hence another name for all Christians is "saints" or "holy ones' 
because our true, essentials elves are holy we can be called "holy ones". Now this 
battle between the flesh and the spirit can be very intense and very discouraging.  



  

                  

10 

In fact the apostle Paul cries out (Romans 7:21 NKJV) " I find then a law, that 
evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good." This is the experience of all 
Christians and often makes us feel very condemned. 
 

However there is a solution to this problem! 
  
(Galatians 5:16-18 NKJV) I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil 
the lust of the flesh. {17} For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the 
things that you wish. {18} But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 
 
(Romans 8:1-6 NKJV) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who 
are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the 
Spirit. {2} For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from 
the law of sin and death. {3} For what the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, {4} that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. {5} For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit. {6} For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace. 
 
The solution then is to fill your life with the things of the Spirit and to direct your 
mind into the things of God so that "the flesh" and its interests do not get a look 
in. Set your mind on the things of the Spirit and you will have life and peace. To 
do this you should regularly pray, read the Bible, live according to its teachings 
and meet with other Christians. 
 
The more time you make for God - the less there will be for sin and self-defeat. In 
particular pray for these things : 
•   Grace - God to be kind toward you and give you many undeserved favours and 
the power to resist sin. 
•   Mercy - for God to deliver you from the messes you get yourself into especially 
when we are ignorant/foolish. 
•   Peace - the integration of your life under the blessings of God so that sin has 
no foothold in you. 
•   Understanding - of what God has done for in Christ and the power over sin 
that is within you. 
•   Wisdom & Discernment - so you can apply your understanding to real life 
situations. 
•  To Be Filled With The Love of God - which takes over our hearts and makes 
thinking spiritual thoughts easy. 
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•  To Be Filled With The Spirit - and able to see and perceive the things of God 
so that we are bold and joyful. 
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