
Open Call: Somewhere - A Brief History of Rainbows

Alongside his open call for physical rainbow artworks, Union Chapel 
artist-in-residence, Guillaume Vandame, is inviting anyone to take part and share 
images, photos, videos and personal stories around their experiences from 2020, 
especially individuals who have been adversely affected by the pandemic, and 
relevant content around the rainbow and its meaning across time and today.

Email submissions to community@unionchapel.org.uk 
Deadline: December 11th

All submissions will be considered for the final artwork and be used towards 
co-creating a video essay launching with Union Chapel in January 2021.  

Where do rainbows come from and how do we see or experi-
ence them? 

What is the importance of the rainbow in the LGBTQ+ community?  How did the NHS 
become associated with the rainbow? What kinds of narratives might emerge when we 
come together and exhange stories, ideas and information?

Categories:
1) The science of the rainbow as a phenomenon and perception.

2) The anthropology of the rainbow across world cultures, mythology, and its various 

meanings.

3) The rainbow in art history and aesthetics as a subject, for example, a vivid and 

detailed description or poem inspired by an artwork (classical, modern or 

contemporary).

4) The rainbow as a symbol for the LGBTQ+ community, how this came about and what it 

means to you. 

5) The association with the NHS and the personal associations of the rainbow and 

stories of hardship or hope from 2020.



Open Call: Somewhere - A Brief History of Rainbows

@guillaumevandame / @loveislighter / #abriefhistoryofrainbows 

Contact: community@unionchapel.org.uk 
Deadline: December 11th
Video essay launching with Union Chapel in January 2021.

Types of content about rainbows Vandame interested in 
receiving:

- an audio recording reading an excerpt or complete essay, article, poem, personal 
narrative, passage from a book or story, a description of an artwork, or 
scholarly writing (under five minutes or longer). The text can be original by 
yourself or by someone else; please acknowledge and credit the appropriate author if 
needed and provide a transcript of the text (PDF preferred).

- a DIY video on your phone from natural surroundings like a park or terrain, 
something at your home, or content found on TV, social media, or online. 

-  a collection of images related to the rainbow which tell a specific story related 
to a theme. The images can be photos on your phone or sourced from online, please 
provide links and credits when appropriate. 

- an animation or something experimental, conceptual, informative or unexpected. 

Goal: 
By making this project as collaborative as possible and crowdsourcing the content as 
a form of exhange, it makes the outcome fluid and very playful, embracing the 
high-low quality of the content received and exploring verbal and non-verbal ways 
to explain the history of rainbows within a limited amount of time. An image can be 
just as valuable as an original piece of writing or academic point of view. Depend-
ing on the output generated, the final artwork might explore all five topics and addi-
tional themes or be developed as a single chapter around some of these themes dis-
cussed. Anyone can submit as much information and content as they like!


