
 

Newsletter 

May 2015 

 

Contents  

 
Page 2: Article from an Elder 

 

Page 5:Visit to Synagogue 

 Easter reflections  

 

Page 6: Prophetic bulletin 

 

Page 8:Upcoming events 

 

Page 9: Football Focus 

 

Page 10: What’s going on 

 

 

Vision 
 

"A Joyful Church, passionate 
about Jesus, connecting with 
our community through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” 
Outworked through the  

following three… 
 
 

"Committed to Change"       
      

"Dedicated to Discipleship"  
 

"Serious about Serving" 

The Sanctuary 

Church 

 

When I read the story about the pastor and his son it 

really touched my heart.  It reminded me of the great  

commission, Mark 16:15 – 18.  And I wanted to share 

it with you.  Here’s the verses from Mark: 

 

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 

creature. He who believes and is baptised will be  

saved; but he who does not believe will be  

condemned.  And these signs will follow those who 

believe; in my name they will cast out demons; they 

will speak with new tongues; they will take up ser-

pents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no 

means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and 

they will recover.” 

Article from an Elder: Sandra Sullivan 



The Pastor's Son 

 

Every Sunday afternoon, after the 

morning service at their church, the 

Pastor and his eleven year old son 

would go out into their town and hand 

out Gospel Tracts.  This particular  

Sunday afternoon, as it came time for 

the Pastor and his son to go to the 

streets with their tracts, it was very 

cold outside, as well as pouring down 

rain.  The boy bundled up in his   

warmest clothes and said, "OK, dad, 

I'm ready." 

His dad asked, "Ready for what?" 

"Dad, it's time we gather our tracts  

together and go out." 

Dad responds, "Son, it's very cold out-

side and it's pouring down rain." 

The boy gives his dad a surprised look, 

asking, "But Dad, aren't people still  

going to Hell, even though it's  

raining?" 

Dad answers, "Son, I am not going out 

in this weather." 

Despondently, the boy asks, "Dad, can 

I go?  Please?"  His father hesitated for 

a moment then said, "Son, you can go. 

Here are the tracts, be careful son." 

Thanks Dad!"  And with that, he was 

off and out into the rain.  This eleven 

year old boy walked the streets of the 

town going door to door and handing 

everybody he met in the street a Gospel 

Tract. 

After two hours of walking in the rain, 

he was soaking, bone-chilled, wet and 

down to his very last tract.  He stopped 

on a corner and looked for someone to 

hand a tract to, but the streets were  

totally deserted. 

 

Then he turned toward the first home 

he saw and started up the sidewalk to 

the front door and rang the door bell.  

 

He rang the bell, but nobody answered. 

He rang it again and again, but still no 

one answered. 

He waited but still no answer. 

Finally, this eleven year old trooper 

turned to leave, but something stopped 

him.... 



Again, he turned to the door and rang 

the bell and knocked loudly on the door 

with his fist.  He waited, something 

holding him there on the front porch.  

He rang again and this time the door 

slowly opened.  Standing in the  

doorway was a very sad-looking  

elderly lady.  She softly asked, "What 

can I do for you, son?" With radiant 

eyes and a sweet smile, this little boy 

said, "Ma'am, I'm sorry if I disturbed 

you, but I just want to tell you that  

JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE YOU 

and I came to give you my very last 

Gospel Tract which will tell you all 

about Jesus and his great love." 

 

 

 

With that, he handed her his last tract 

and left her at her doorway. 

 

The following Sunday morning in 

church the Pastor  was in the pulpit.  As 

the service began, he asked, "Does any-

body have a testimony or want to say 

anything?” 

 

Slowly, in the back row of the church, 

an elderly lady stood to her feet.  As 

she began to speak, a look of glorious 

radiance came from her face.  "No one 

in this church knows me.  I've never 

been here before.  You see, before last 

Sunday I was not a Christian.   

My husband passed on some time ago, 

leaving me totally alone in this world.  

Last Sunday, being a particularly cold 

and rainy day, I came to the end of the 

line and I no longer had any hope or 

will to live.  So I took a rope and a 

chair and ascended the stairway into 

the attic of my home....  I fastened the 

rope securely to a rafter in the roof, 

then stood on the chair and fastened the 

other end of the rope around my neck.  

Standing on that chair, I was about to 

leap off, when suddenly the loud  

ringing of my doorbell downstairs  

startled me.   

I thought, "I'll wait a minute, and  

whoever it is will go away." I waited 

and waited, but the ringing doorbell 

seemed to get louder and more  

insistent, and then the person ringing 

also started knocking loudly.  I thought 

to myself again, "Who on earth could 

this be?  Nobody ever rings my bell or 

comes to see me."  

 

I loosened the 

rope from my 

neck and 

started for the 

front door, all 

the while the 

bell rang 

louder and 

louder.   

 

When I opened the door and looked I 

could hardly believe my eyes, for there 

on my front porch was the most angelic 

little boy I had ever seen in my life.   

 

http://p1.pichost.me/i/27/1503728.jpg


His smile, oh, I could never describe it 

to you!  The words that came from his 

mouth caused my heart to jump as he 

exclaimed "Ma'am, I just came to tell 

you that  

JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE YOU."  

Then he gave me this Gospel Tract that 

I now hold in my hand.   

 

As the little boy disappeared back out 

into the cold and rain, I closed my door 

and read slowly every word of this 

Gospel Tract.  Then I went up to my 

attic to get my rope and chair.   

I wouldn't be needing them anymore.  

You see---I am now a happy child of 

God.  Since the address of your church 

was on the back of this Gospel Tract, I 

have come here to personally say thank 

you to God's little angel who came just 

in the nick of time and  spared my soul 

from an eternity in hell."   

And as shouts of praise to God          

resounded off the very rafters of the 

building, the Pastor descended from 

the pulpit to the front pew where his 

little boy was seated.  He took his son 

in his arms and broke down in tears.   

 

 

Probably no church has had a more 

glorious moment, and probably this 

universe has never seen a Father that 

was more filled with love for his son...  

Except for One. 

 

Our Father also allowed His Son to go 

out into a cold and dark world.   

Afterwards, He received His Son back 

with joy unspeakable, and as all of 

heaven shouted praises and honour to 

Him, the Father sat His beloved Son on 

a throne far above all principality and 

power and every name that is named. 

 

Sandra says: Let this serve as a 

reminder to us to not put off whatever 

God has prompted you to do today  

until tomorrow, because by then it may 

be too late.  Let us go in to all the 

world and preach the gospel. 

 

 

 

Breakthrough 2015 
 

God wants to bless you.  He has good plans and great promises for your life. 

 

Join with us on May 6th as we fast and pray for miracles in our lives.     
 

Let’s expect breakthrough!  



Visit to the Jewish Synagogue  

 

Following on from the recent Jewish-themed midweek teaching sessions, Luke 

has made arrangements with members of the local Jewish community to allow 

us to visit their synagogue in Easton.  Iris, the lady who led the dancing at our 

Festival of Shelters evening back in October, will be our guide for the evening.  

She will be able to show us some of the Old Testament scrolls that they have, 

show us around the building and be able to explain more about the significance 

of the regular festivals in the Jewish calendar.  The visit is scheduled for  

Tuesday 19th May and will take the place of our usual monthly Wednesday 

meeting that week.   

Places are limited so you will need to book in advance if you want to come.  

Please either see Luke, or contact the office on 0117 9563300.  

Easter Services 

Easter already seems like such a long 

time ago!  The kids are back to school, 

the holidays are over, and most, if not 

all, of the chocolate eggs are gone!  We 

were really pleased to be able to hold 

Easter events and services for members 

of the community again this year,  

starting off with the massive Easter 

Egg Hunt, which over 50 children 

came to.  The event was ran in  

conjunction with Staple Hill and  

Tynings Junior Schools and involved 

children hunting in shop windows high 

and low all over Staple Hill to find 

clues as to what happened at Jesus’  

resurrection.  Then we had the 

more reflective Good Friday 

service, which gave us an  

opportunity to take  

communion and think upon 

the sacrifice that Jesus made.  

Finally, the Easter celebration 

on the Sunday morning broke 

new ground as we opened it 

up to the community to  

participate in, with the Easter Bonnet 

parade being a highlight, particularly 

as the children got to see Levi the Lion 

once again!  We had a great time  

giving thanks for the goodness of God 

and we finished with a top-notch  

buffet, generously provided for by the  

members of the church, (with thanks to 

Tesco’s for providing the hot-cross 

buns!)   

 

As we move on from Easter into this 

new season, let us carry the message of 

hope, truth and life with us into the 

world and into our conversations with  

people wherever we may be. 



 

Prophetic Bulletin 
 

 
Welcome to the May prophetic update.  These pages contain words that 

people from the church, and some from further afield, have felt God  

speaking to them for this time.  Please read, test them against scripture, 

and pray into them as you feel led. 

 

 

Dependent on God 

John Mapley 19 April 2015 

This is a season when all of us are going to be out of our comfort zones, and we 

are all going to be in unfamiliar territory.  This is a good thing  because it means 

that we will have to completely depend on God.  What’s good about that is that 

when we are completely dependent on God, nothing is impossible.  So what 

He’s asking of us is that we submit ourselves to Him as yielded vessels, depend-

ing completely on Him and not on ourselves.  The rest is up to Him. 

 

We must take the Revival out to the streets 

John Mapley 27 April 2015  
He will bring revival at the Sanctuary but we won't be able to contain it just 

within the walls of this church, we've got to go out and take it out in the streets. 

It's only when we do that that God will be able to release His power in the com-

munity and the city. 

 

 

It’s time to Ride the Waves 

Sandra Sullivan 27 April 

2015 

Sandra felt God was speak-

ing to us from a Word  

Martyn Owen had a few 

years ago. The days of the 

dam are over and the days of 

the surfboarders are here.  

It’s time to ride the waves 



 

Togetherness and unity  

Maxine Packer 2014 

Psalm 133 + Romans 12:4-5.  

Look at the American flag, it has stars and stripes on it; the stars and stripes are 

completely different, but they are on the flag together and blowing in the wind. 

There is a connection about togetherness and unity. We are all different, but are 

part of God's family - His Church. Families should stand together in unity, sup-

porting each other and building each other up. 

 

 

Waterfalls of His Presence 

Glasgow Prophetic Centre  

15th April: 

I am releasing ‘waterfalls of my 

presence’ for those who are hun-

gry and thirsty for me, says the 

Lord. 

 

I am not releasing a trickle or a 

drip. I am sending forth  

gushing, overwhelming,  

forceful waterfalls which will move in power to you, through you and from you. 

It is my desire to do this through you, my child. So position yourself to allow 

me to overtake you with my torrents of living water, for they are about to be  

released in great measure. I am about to overwhelm you in my power and force 

as you choose to position yourself in these days. My sons and daughters will be 

overcome as I release them in power! 

 

So let us be those who position ourselves with God in this day. Let us shake off 

all that hinders and set our faces towards Him. Let us be those who are  

completely drenched and immersed in Him. 

 

Let us pray: ‘God, I choose to position myself today for the outpouring of your 

Spirit like never before. Oh Lord would you release the waterfalls and torrents 

of your living water in and through me!’ 

 

Psalm 42:7 

Deep calls to deep at the roar of your waterfalls; all your breakers and your 

waves have gone over me. 



May Commitment 
 

 

Share  

the good news  

with someone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Foodbank has been 

blessed with lots of  

contributions lately and so the 

only things that they have 

need of this month are:  

 

Milk 

Feminine Hygiene 

Shower Gel 

Deodorant 

Jam 

Tinned Puddings 

Tinned Spaghetti 

Green Beans 

 

 
Please cut out this list and put it 

on your fridge as a reminder for 

when you do your shopping.  

Thanks! 

 

 

May Birthdays 

 
3rd—Ericka 

4th—Viv 

9th—Amber 

18th—Zachariah 

28th—Honor 

31st—Lin 

 

 

Wishing you a happy birthday! 

Bible Study @ Anne and Reg’s  

The Monday afternoon Bible study group is 

going great guns and Anne would like to 

make it known that the study is open for any-

one who would like to come along and be 

part of it.   

The next two studies 

are at 3pm on the 

11th and 25th May, 

at her house in 

Charnhill Vale. 

Men’s Bowling  

 

John Mapley is organising a men’s bowling 

trip for Thurs 14th May.  No matter what 

your average score  or bowling ability, the 

Sanctuary men’s group would love to have 

you along!   

To book your 

place, see John or 

ring the church  

office on 0117 

9563300. 



Football League 

 

The football season has now officially 

finished in the Bristol Churches’ 

League, and the Sanctuary finished  

3rd, their highest-ever position in 17 

years of FA membership.   

The Sanctuary team played their final 

game of the season away to local side 

Hillfields on Saturday 25th April.   

Hillfields were a player down after not  

being able to muster a full-strength 

squad, but made a good game of it and, 

aided by an own goal from Justin 

Watts, cancelling out his earlier 25 

yard wonder-strike, kept the scoreline 

close until half-time.  Joe Allen was 

magnificent for Hillfields, running all 

over the pitch and marshalling their 

team at key moments, but even he 

couldn’t prevent the final 5-2 scoreline.  

Justin  rounded up the Sanctuary team 

afterwards and presented 4 individual 

awards for key contributions through-

out the season.   

Next year Justin has 

his sights set even 

higher, but is more 

interested in build-

ing up support from 

within his local 

church and being able to build Godly  

relationships with the players.  Win-

ning is important, he says, but winning 

them to Christ is even more so.  If you 

would like to become a regular  

supporter of the Sanctuary Football 

team, or for more information, please 

get in touch with Justin Watts on:   

justin-watts71289@hotmail.co.uk.  



 
You are 

welcome at 

Sanctuary 
Books 

 
 
 

The shop is open Monday to 
Friday from 10am-12pm 

 

Church Members get a  
10% discount 

 
Tel: 0117 956 3300 

 
E-Mail: 

sanctuarybooks@aol.com 
 

If someone would like to 
oversee the shop on a Sunday 

please let us know.   

What's Happening in May 

 
Please note – all activities take place in the church 

building unless otherwise specified. 
 

Regular events  
(weekly / fortnightly - see a leader for details) 

 

Sun Morning Service 10.30am 

 

Mon  Bible Study @ Anne’s 3pm 

 Prayer Meeting 7.30pm 

 Worship Team practise 7.30pm 

 

Tues Happy Hands 10am 

 

Weds Mature Adult Keep Fit 10am 

 Homegroups/prayer/teaching 7.30pm 

 

Special Events 
 

Sun 3rd Open House at Mike&Mary’s 1pm 

 

Weds 6th Day of Prayer and Fasting 

 Inc. Prayer meeting 7.30pm 

  

Sun 10th Guest Speaker: Graham Riley 10.30am 

 

Thurs 14th Men’s bowling 7.30pm 

 

Tues 19th Visit to synagogue 7.30pm 

 

Tues 26th Crèche Meeting 7.30pm 

 

Sun 31st London trip 6.30am 

 
Coming in June 

 
Sun 7th   Open House @ Reg&Anne’s 1pm  

 

Thurs 11th Trustees meeting  7.30pm 

 

Sat 20th  Men’s Breakfast  9am 

 

Sun 21st  C in the Park  10.30am 

 

 
 
 

Don’t forget to add us as a friend on facebook by 
searching “Sanctuary Church.”   

Sanctuary Church 
55 High Street, Staple Hill 
BS16 5HD 
For pastoral support: 
 
Jamie Lee  
07920110801 
 
Roy Sullivan 
07896181729 

 
Church office: 
T: 0117 9563300 
E: thesanctuarychurch@outlook.com  

What do I have to do to get 

your attention? 

 

Take out an ad in the paper!? 

 

God. 


