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Eucharist for the 5th Sunday of Lent 
29th March 2020 

(Passiontide begins) 
 
 
Celebrant: The Revd Sue Rushton 
 
Your clergy, deacons and Readers and of course your Churchwardens send 
our thoughts, prayers and good wishes to the family of congregations who 
make up the worshipping community of the York City Centre Churches and 
particularly in this streamed service to the congregation of St Olave’s. Please 
share in this service in your own way – by just soaking it in, by joining in the 
words or by having a piece of bread to eat and share in a kind of ‘Agape’. 
 
Music before the service 
Herr, unser Herrscher  Johann Sebastian Bach 
Lord, our master, whose glory fills the whole earth, show us by your Passion 
that you, the true eternal Son of God, triumph even in the deepest humiliation. 
(Opening chorus of the St John Passion, performed by the Choir and 
Orchestra of St Olave’s in 2016)  
 
The Greeting 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you and also with you. 
 
The Prayers of Penitence 
God shows his love for us 
in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison  
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Collect 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered 
on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament reading: Ezekiel 37.1-14 
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel. 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He 
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O 
Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord 
God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will 
lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.” 7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: 
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 
will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
For the gift of his holy word. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: John 11.1-45 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
1 A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, 
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said 
to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.”  
11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 
am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about 
his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 
away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went 
back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went 
to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because 
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 
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Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because 
he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he 
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 Many 
of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Address: Jane Lockley 

Music during the lighting of candles and time of personal reflection  
O große Lieb  Johann Sebastian Bach 
O measureless Love, to have brought you to this way of the cross, to suffer 
while I lived heedless in the world of pleasure. 
(Chorale from the St John Passion, performed by the Choir and Orchestra of 
St Olave’s in 2016)   

Intercessions 
A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus  
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
For those who are ill: Encarnita Espiñeira, Lynn Turner, Naomi and Tom 
Anderson, Frances Van der Borgh, Andrew Franklin, Pauline Hall, Muriel 
Hansen, Duncan Campbell, Clare Whiteley, Andrea Heath, Benjamin Kilby, 
Margaret Allen, Priscilla Thornton, Sandi Richardson, June Llewellyn, Heloise 
Hartley and all affected directly or indirectly by Covid 19. 
For those whose Year’s Mind falls this week: Helena Randall, Kathleen 
Mary Dixon, Rebecca Brown, Cissie Gunner, Alfred Bradley. Derek Sutton, 
Joanna Muir, Jacob Steel. 
After: God of love 
the response is Hear our prayer. 
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The Peace  
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 and also with you. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you.    
and also with you.      
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
And now we give you thanks 
because, for our salvation, 
he was obedient even to death on the cross. 
The tree of shame was made the tree of glory; 
and where life was lost, there life has been restored. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
If you have their own bread you are invited to break and share it as a gesture 
of fellowship and agape. 

The Invitation to Communion 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
The Communion 
Those present in the church receive Communion in one kind.  
Only the priest receives the wine. 
 
Post Communion Prayers 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our 
brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of 
others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died for us, 
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.   Amen. 

Organ Voluntary  
A Sad Pavan (for these distracted times) Thomas Tomkins 

 

Note on the music: 

Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) spent almost his entire working life as Organist 
at Worcester Cathedral. Amongst the last of the composers we classify as 
‘Tudor’, he was appointed in 1596, and served for around 50 years. Worcester 
had been the centre of many battles and skirmishes (and a siege) in the Civil 
War, and was under Parliamentary control from 1642. The cathedral had been 
desecrated and the organ badly damaged; meanwhile Tomkins’ first wife had 
died, and his house had been destroyed by cannon fire. At the time of the 
execution of Charles I on 30 January 1649, Tomkins was effectively 
redundant: the cathedral choir had been disbanded and services were held 
infrequently. Against this background, 'A Sad Paven: for these distracted 
tymes' was composed on 14 February 1649. Tomkins’ fortunes were not to 
recover: his second wife also died, and he lived out his days at the home of 
his son and daughter-in-law, a few miles from the city. Tomkins was distraught 
at his situation, and his concerns, from 370 years ago, resonate strongly with 
the concerns we have today. 

Our thanks to Churchwarden Ben Pugh for making this broadcast possible. 


