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The Eucharist for Pentecost 
31st May 2020 

 
Celebrant: The Revd Sue Rushton 
Preacher: The Revd Dr Gwynne Wright 
 
Organ music before the service 

Komm, heiliger Geist (BuxWV 200) Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707) - played 
by Keith Wright 
Veni creator spiritus (from St Wilfrid's Suite) Andrew Carter (born 1939) - 
played by Max Elliott 
 
Greeting and introduction 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you 
and also with you. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord 
and we have walked with him through his journey of love. 
We have faced the agony of his suffering and death on a cross. 
We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 
We have enjoyed his risen presence with us 
and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread. 
We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. 
And now, with the followers of his own time, 
we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, 
through whom we make Christ known to the world. 
 
Responsory 

As we wait in silence, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
fill us with your Spirit. 
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Silence is kept. 
The Pentecost Reading: Acts 2.1-13 – read by Anne Hall 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2.1-13) 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 
Collect 

Let us pray that the Spirit will work through our lives to bring Christ to the 
world. 

God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 
grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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New Testament reading: 1 Corinthians 12.3b - 13  
– read by Charles Martindale 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

3 No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to 
the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing 
by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.  
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body — Jews or Greeks, slaves or free — 
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

For the gift of his holy word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn: Come, Holy Ghost our souls inspire (Common Worship 178) 

- sung by Helen Jones and Philip Lankester 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
and lighten with celestial fire; 
thou the anointing Spirit art, 
who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart: 

Thy blessèd unction from above 
is comfort, life, and fire of love; 
enable with perpetual light 
the dullness of our mortal sight: 

Anoint and cheer our soilèd face 
with the abundance of thy grace; 
keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
where thou art guide not ill can come. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
and thee, of both, to be but One; 
that through the ages all along 
this may be our endless song, 

Praise to thine eternal merit, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Words John Cosin (1594-1672) based on Veni, Creator Spiritus 
Tune VENI CREATOR (MECHLIN), Mode viii 
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Gospel: John 20.19-23 - read by Peter Wells, Reader 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

19 When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 

 
Music during the lighting of candles & time of personal reflection  
- sung by members of St Olave’s Choir 

If ye love me Thomas Tallis (c1505-1585)  

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever: even the spirit of truth.  (John 14.15-17) 
 
Intercessions – led by Jane Lockley 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus  
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

For those who are ill: Dominic, Naomi and Tom Anderson, Lynn Ngeywa, 
Frances Van der Borgh, Andrew Franklin, Pauline Hall, Muriel Hansen, 
Duncan Campbell, Andrea Heath, Benjamin Kilby, Sandi Richardson, June 
Llewellyn, Heloise Hartley and all affected directly or indirectly by Covid 19. 

For the recently departed: Ruth Barker, Joyce Hardwick. 

For those whose Year’s Mind falls this week: Dorothy Perkins, Clifford Barker 
(bishop), Jean Howden, Kenneth William Groom; Brian Stanley Allen (priest), 
William Willson, Steve Wrigley, Clare Latham, Roger Collison, Margaret 
Brownlie. 
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To the bidding: Lord come and bless us, please respond 
and fill us with your Spirit. 

At the end of the intercessions all please say together: 

Generous God, 
you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan, 
and upon the disciples in the upper room: 
in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, 
hear our prayer, 
and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 
The Peace  

God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge 
of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 
 

Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry,  
who raises the poor, who fills our praise. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.    
and also with you.      

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord. 
This day we give you thanks 
because in fulfilment of your promise 
you pour out your Spirit upon us, 
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth, 
and uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith. 
Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father, 
to proclaim your gospel to all nations 
and to serve you as a royal priesthood. 
Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels, 
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells, 
to proclaim the glory of your name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
(Mass of St Thomas  David Thorne – sung by members of St Olave’s choir) 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

If you have their own bread you are invited to break and share it as a gesture 
of fellowship and agape. 
 
The Invitation to Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
The Communion 

The priest receives the bread and wine on behalf of all. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter  
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Commission 

For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over the 
powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we have 
prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the dead 
might be at work in us. 
As part of God’s Church here at St Olave’s I call upon you to live out what you 
proclaim. 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future, trusting 
him to be your guide? 
By the Spirit’s power, we will. 
Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? 
We will. 
Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other in 
need? 
We will. 
Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of 
God? 
We will. 
Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places? 
We will. 
 

Conclusion 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 

Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples and 
we invite that same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of the world. 

May the Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the world was created, 
breathe into you the life he gives. 
Amen. 

May the Spirit, who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came 
among us, make you joyful in the service of the Lord. 
Amen. 

May the Spirit, who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 
Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power, go in the light and peace of Christ. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Organ Voluntary – played by Keith Wright 

Komm, heiliger Geist (BuxWV 199)      Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707)  
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Note on the music: 

Dieterich Buxtehude was the foremost name amongst organists in Germany in 
the late 17th century. His fame was such that Bach undertook a 280-mile 
journey on foot in 1705 in order to visit him and to hear him play at the 
Marienkirche in Lübeck, and Bach's style of chorale-prelude writing reveals 
the influence that the older composer had upon him. Today's service begins 
and ends with hymn-tune settings by Buxtehude based on the Lutheran 
chorale Komm, Heiliger Geist (which is itself derived from the plainsong 
melody we know as Come, Holy Ghost). The first setting lends itself to gentle 
treatment - it is almost a meditation on the text - whereas the second version 
seems to demand to be sung out boldly, using a metallic or 'steely' 
combination of sounds.  

Veni Creator Spiritus is the third movement of a liturgical suite of organ 
music written by Andrew Carter in 2002 for Tim Gray and St Wilfrid’s Church, 
Harrogate. Accompanied by heavenly strings and distant bells, the plainsong 
melody of Veni Creator Spiritus is weaved together in an ‘atmosphere of 
peace, rising incense, and hovering angels … tinged with a whiff 
of Gauloises and fresh pâtisserie’. 

The music after the sermon today is another in our series of pieces recorded 
by choir members individually in their own homes, this time featuring a 
small portion of the choir, to suit the intimate nature of the music. Thomas 
Tallis's perfect miniature If ye love me sets words from John 14, vv 15-17, 
part of the Gospel for Whit Sunday in the 1549 Prayer Book. Thanks are due 
to Ben Pugh for audio and video production. 

 

Our thanks to Churchwarden Ben Pugh for making this broadcast possible. 


