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The Eucharist for the 7th Sunday of Easter 
24th May 2020 

 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Revd Canon Derek Earis 
 
Organ music before the service – played by Keith Wright 

Majesté du Christ demandant sa gloire à son Père   Olivier Messiaen 
(movement I from L'ascension)          (1908-1992) 
 
Greeting and introduction 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you 

and also with you. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
The Prayers of Penitence 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 
Collect 

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not 
comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the 
place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

New Testament reading: Acts 1.6-14 – read by Molly Harris 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

6 When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they 
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 12 Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 
day's journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room 
upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary 
the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

For the gift of his holy word. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn: The head that once was crowned with thorns (Common Praise 172) 
 
The head that once was crowned with thorns 
is crowned with glory now: 
A royal diadem adorns 
the mighty Victor's brow. 
 
The highest place that heaven affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
and heaven's eternal Light; 
 
The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below, 
to whom he manifests his love, 
and grants his name to know. 
 
To them the cross, with all its shame, 
with all its grace, is given: 
their name, an everlasting name, 
their joy, the joy of heaven. 
 
They suffer with the Lord below, 
they reign with him above; 
their profit and their joy to know 
the mystery of his love. 
 
The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him; 
his people's hope, his people's wealth, 
their everlasting theme. 
 
Words Thomas Kelly (1769-1855), based on Hebrews 2.10 

Tune ST MAGNUS, Jeremiah Clarke (c1673-1707) 

 

Gospel: John 17.1-11 – read by Janet Fox, Reader 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Jesus had looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this 
is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 
gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 6 I have made your 
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name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking 
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 

 
Choral music during the lighting of candles & time of personal reflection 
– sung by members of St Olave’s choir 

O thou, the central orb  Charles Wood (1866-1926) 

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love, 
Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light 
Of this our wintry world, Thy radiance bright 
Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above.  

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 
Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine.  

Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move, 
As stars about thy throne, set in the height 
Of God's ordaining counsel, as Thy sight 
Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to prove.  

Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 
Our nature all shall feel eternal day 
In fellowship with thee, transforming clay 
To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen. 
(Henry Ramsden Bramley) 

Intercessions – led by Jacqui Edwards 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus  
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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For those who are ill: Nina Lambourn, Lynn Turner, Dominic, Naomi and 
Tom Anderson, Frances Van der Borgh, Andrew Franklin, Pauline Hall, Muriel 
Hansen, Duncan Campbell, Clare Whiteley, Andrea Heath, Benjamin Kilby, 
Margaret Allen, Priscilla Thornton, Sandi Richardson, June Llewellyn, Heloise 
Hartley and all affected directly or indirectly by Covid 19. 

For the recently departed: Ruth Barker, Joyce Hardwick 

For those whose Year’s Mind falls this week: John Mark Sibthorpe, Leslie 
Edwards, George Wilson, Kathleen Bagshaw. 
 
To the bidding: Lo! I am with you always, please respond:  
Even to the end of time. 
 
At the end of the intercessions: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
The Peace  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.    
and also with you.      

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
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And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
(Mass of St Thomas  David Thorne – sung by members of St Olave’s choir) 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

If you have their own bread you are invited to break and share it as a gesture 
of fellowship and agape. 
 
The Invitation to Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
The Communion 

The priest receives the bread and wine on behalf of all. 
Post Communion Prayers 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into 
all the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  
with the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Organ Voluntary – played by Keith Wright 

Te Deum  Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 

 

Note on the music: 

In Thursday's service we heard music from Olivier Messiaen and Jean 
Langlais, the most prominent voices in twentieth-century French church 
music. This morning's Eucharist features further pieces from the same two 
composers. At the start of the service, we hear the opening movement from 
Messiaen's first liturgical cycle, L'ascension (The Ascension), dating from 
1934. This piece, Majesté du Christ demandant sa gloire à son Père (The 
majesty of Christ demanding his glory of the Father) focuses on monolithic 
chordal progressions, slow-moving and resonant, ending with a blaze of 
colour. At the end of the service comes one of Langlais' plainsong-based 
pieces, entitled Hymne d'action de grâce: Te Deum (Hymn of thanksgiving: Te 
Deum) which lets us hear single phrases from the plainsong hymn in 
improvisatory style, interspersed with dramatic outbursts. 
 
 

Our thanks to Churchwarden Ben Pugh for making this broadcast possible. 


