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The Eucharist for the 6th Sunday of Easter 
17th May 2020 

 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Revd Canon Dr Malcolm Grundy 
 
Organ music before the service 

Canzonetta  William Mathias (1934-1992) – played by Max Elliott 

 
Greeting and introduction 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
The Prayers of Penitence 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 
Collect 

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

New Testament reading: Acts 17.22-31 – read by Clare Steele-King 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. 26 From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps 
grope for him and find him — though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your 
own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.' 29 Since we are God's 
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 

For the gift of his holy word. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: John 14.15-21 – read by Simon Lockley 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 15 "If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18 I will not leave you 
orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you 
will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who 
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those 
who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself 
to them." 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 

 
Organ music during the lighting of candles & time of personal reflection 
– played by Keith Wright  

Elevation (from the Mass for the Convents) François Couperin (1668-1733) 

 

Intercessions – led by Frances Brock 

To the bidding: Father, in your compassion, please respond Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray 

God, our Creator, 
We pray for our brothers and sisters throughout the world ... 
Though every church and temple be ruined, we are your dwelling place, and 
you are nearer than hands or feet. 
May ours be the eyes with which you look out on this fragile world. 

Father, in your compassion 
Hear our prayer. 

God our Father, 
This world depends on your grace, but it is governed and tended by mortals. 
So we pray for all who bear the responsibility of government at this time of 
international uncertainty and fear. 
Inspire them to seek creative solutions, to make decisions with courage and 
integrity, working together for the good of all ... 

Father, in your compassion 
Hear our prayer. 
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Spirit living within us, 
We hold in your healing power all who suffer, especially those affected by the 
Covid 19 pandemic. 
We pray for 
Those who are not known to us, 
Those who are close to us 
and those who are named on the service sheet ... 

[Nina Lambourn, Lynn Turner, Dominic, Naomi and Tom Anderson, Frances 
Van der Borgh, Andrew Franklin, Pauline Hall, Muriel Hansen, Duncan 
Campbell, Clare Whiteley, Andrea Heath, Benjamin Kilby, Margaret Allen, 
Priscilla Thornton, Sandi Richardson, June Llewellyn, Heloise Hartley] 

Give them healing, even when there is no cure, 
Peace in the midst of turmoil, 
and the love that brings light to the darkest places. 

Father, in your compassion 
Hear our prayer. 

Blessed Trinity, 
We thank you for those whose health has been restored, whose prayers have 
been answered, but we also pray for those facing bereavement, and those 
who have died this week ... Ruth Barker, Joyce Hardwick, Alison Poskitt,  
Robert Paul, Priscilla Thornton, and Juan Mendez ... 

We pray for those whose years' mind falls this week: Jimmy Scott; Beatrice 
Noble; Samuel Squires; Charles Cataneo; Alice Dunn;  
Jean Noble; Norah Murden; Ted Spavin; Robert Stavers Oloman;  
Harry Charlesworth; Donald Charlesworth ; Sam Rhodes  
and Peter Poskitt. 

We commend them and all who have died,to your keeping for ever. 

Father, in your compassion 
Hear our prayer. 

Risen Lord, Jesus,  
Reveal yourself to us, we pray, so that we may grow into your way of love, 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope and rooted in charity. 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
The Peace  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.    
and also with you.      

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
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Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

If you have their own bread you are invited to break and share it as a gesture 
of fellowship and agape. 
 
The Invitation to Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
The Communion 

The priest receives the bread and wine on behalf of all. 
Post Communion Prayers 

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  
with the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
Blessing 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Organ Voluntary – played by Max Elliott 

Prelude on O Filii et Filiae Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
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Note on the music: 

William Mathias (1934-1992) was a Welsh composer whose work covered a 
wide range of expressions, but he was known principally for his church music. 
Described as ‘one of the most versatile musical minds of his generation’, 
Mathias cultivated an eclectic yet distinctive compositional style. Mathias wrote 
numerous choral pieces, including the anthem Let the people praise Thee, O 
God for the wedding of Prince Charles to Lady Diana Spencer at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in 1981. With its ‘droning’ fourths and fifths, the organ piece entitled 
Canzonetta takes the listener on a pastoral journey through the Welsh 
countryside. 

A couple of weeks ago we heard a portion of the Mass for the Parishes by 
François Couperin (1668-1733). Today we hear a movement from his Mass for 
the Convents: this is a stand-alone piece to be played in a moment of stillness 
during the elevation of the host during the Prayer of Consecration, with the 
richly-decorated melody in the left hand. 

Healey Willan (1880-1968) was born in London, but spent most of his 
professional life in Canada. Affectionately known by many as the ‘Dean of 
Canadian Music’, Willan composed over hundred pieces including operas, 
symphonies, chamber music and a considerable amount of church music. 
Willan arguably received his most prestigious commission as a composer in 
1953, when he was asked to write a motet (O Lord, our Governour) for the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. Our voluntary today is the Prelude on O Filii 
et Filiae that Willan published in 1956. The piece is based upon a fifteenth-
century French melody commonly sung to the Easter hymn O sons and 
daughters, let us sing! (CP 154). Willan dedicated this prelude to his colleague 
and friend Francis Jackson (Organist of York Minster, 1946-1982). 

 

Our thanks to Churchwarden Ben Pugh for making this broadcast possible. 


