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The Eucharist for the 4th Sunday of Easter 
3rd May 2020 

 
Celebrant: The Revd Sue Rushton 
Preacher: Janet Fox, Reader 
 
Organ music before the service – played by Keith Wright 

Psalm-prelude, Set 1 No 3  Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
(Psalm 23, v 4) 
 
Greeting and introduction 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you 

and also with you. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
The Prayers of Penitence 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 
Collect 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 
raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

New Testament reading: Acts 2.42-47 – read by Naomi Anderson 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Many were baptized and were added to the community. 42 They devoted 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and 
signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and 
had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved. 

For the gift of his holy word. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel: John 10.1-10 – read by Peter Wells, Reader 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 Jesus said to the Pharisees: "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 
bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they 
do not know the voice of strangers." 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again 
Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 
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9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon – Janet Fox, Reader 

 
Organ music during the lighting of candles & time of personal reflection 
– played by Max Elliott 

Chanson de la Vierge Pensive: an aria for organ        Andrew Carter (b 1939) 
 
Intercessions – led by the Revd Kingsley Boulton, Deacon 

In our intercessions the response to the bidding  
Lord, hear us, is Lord, graciously hear us. 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with the risen Christ, let us pray to the 
Father. 

We come before you heavenly Father with our prayers for your world, for all who 
are affected by the coronavirus pandemic, for leaders and governments as they 
seek the best way forward. May we all work together in solidarity and for the 
good of all. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

We come before you heavenly Father with our prayers for your Church. Help us 
to meet the challenges presented by the present circumstances to offer comfort 
and to make known your love to all. We ask your blessing on all who minister in 
your name to others. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

We come before you heavenly Father with our prayers for those who are ill, for 
those who are isolated, for those who are caring for loved ones. We ask your 
blessing on all who work in hospitals, care homes and other services, for all who 
risk their own health and lives in helping and caring for others. We bring before 
you those who are ill for whom our prayers have been asked and are listed in 
our service sheet and any others known to us … 

For those who are ill: Nina Lambourn, Encarnita Espiñeira, Lynn Turner, 
Dominic, Naomi and Tom Anderson, Frances Van der Borgh, Andrew 
Franklin, Pauline Hall, Muriel Hansen, Duncan Campbell, Clare Whiteley, 
Andrea Heath, Benjamin Kilby, Margaret Allen, Sandi Richardson, June 
Llewellyn, Heloise Hartley. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

We come before you heavenly Father with our prayers for those who have died 
recently, and for those whose year’s mind falls this week, listed in our service 
sheet … 



4 
 

For the recently departed: Juan Mendez, Priscilla Thornton, Robert Paul, 
Kenneth Humphreys (priest), Alison Poskitt, Barry Eastham, Susan 
Hetherington. 

For those whose Year’s Mind falls this week: John Sherwood, Richard 
Brown, Margaret Grace Malden, Jessica George, Eric Acton, Jean King,  
Annie Bowes, Rowena Lawson; Herbert James Godding. 

And we pray for your comfort to those who mourn. 
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 

All these our prayers we offer in fellowship with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 
Olaf and all your saints. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Peace  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.    
and also with you.      

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

If you have their own bread you are invited to break and share it as a gesture 
of fellowship and agape. 
The Invitation to Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
The Communion 

The priest receives the bread and wine on behalf of all. 
 
Post Communion Prayers 

Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 
keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  
with the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Organ Voluntary – played by Max Elliott 

Prelude and Fugue in C minor, BWV 549 J S Bach (1685-1750)  

 

Note on the music: 

Herbert Howells was one of the most singular voices in twentieth-century 
church music. His Psalm-preludes for organ are brief tone-poems on single 
verses of Psalmody - in this case, from Psalm 23: Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff comfort me. The music is characterised by the steady tread 
of repeated notes, building to an impassioned climax. 
 

Andrew Carter composed his Chanson de la Vierge Pensive: an aria for 
organ (published by OUP with the shorter title Aria) in 1995 and it is dedicated 
to Irene Ator and First Wayne Street United Methodist Church, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, USA. String (1999) and piano solo (2009) versions of the Aria are 
also available. Several organ pieces included in our services this month reflect 
the tradition of honouring the Blessed Virgin Mary in May.  

Prelude and Fugue in C minor (BWV 549) is an early work by J S Bach, 
probably composed during his time at Arnstadt. Such works were usually 
played on the majestic full chorus of the organ; this one begins with a bold 
pedal solo and retains its grandiose character throughout.  

 

Our thanks to Churchwarden Ben Pugh for making this broadcast possible. 


