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The Eucharist for Easter Day 
12th April 2020 

 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Revd Sue Rushton 
 
Organ music before the service 

Chorale preludes by Johann Sebastian Bach: 

Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 625   
Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, BWV 626 
Christ ist erstanden, BWV 627  
Erstanden ist der heil'ge Christ, BWV 628 
 
Greeting and introduction 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life. 

Throughout the world Christians celebrate the awesome power of God. As 

we hear his word and proclaim all that God has done, we can be confident 

that we shall share his victory over death and live with him for ever.  

The candle is lit: 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 
Hymn (Common Praise 157) 

The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad;  
the Passover of gladness,  
the Passover of God;  
from death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky,  
our God hath brought us over  
with hymns of victory.  
 
Our hearts be pure from evil,  
that we may see aright  
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection-light;  
and, listening to his accents,  
may hear, so calm and plain 
his own ‘All hail’ and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain.  
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Now let the heavens be joyful, 
and earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph, 
and all that is therein;  
let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend,  
for Christ the Lord is risen,  
our joy that hath no end. 
 
Words St John of Damascus (d. c.754), tr J.M. Neale (1818-1866) 
Tune ELLACOMBE, 18th-century German melody 
 
The Prayers of Penitence 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 
Collect 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant 
that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him 
in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and 
might, now and in all eternity. Amen. 
 

New Testament reading: Acts 10.34-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
34 Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius:  
“I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ — 
he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 

For the gift of his holy word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Organ music 

The Archbishop’s Fanfare          Francis Jackson (b 1917) 
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Gospel: John 20.1-18 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple 
set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look 
in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head,  

not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 11 But Mary stood 
weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was 
Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to 
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 
say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 

 
Organ music during the lighting of candles & time of personal reflection  

Erschienen ist der herrliche Tag, BWV 629  Johann Sebastian Bach 
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Intercessions 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus  
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

For those who are ill: Nina Lambourn, Encarnita Espiñeira, Lynn Turner, 
Dominic, Naomi and Tom Anderson, Frances Van der Borgh, Andrew 
Franklin, Pauline Hall, Muriel Hansen, Duncan Campbell, Clare Whiteley, 
Andrea Heath, Benjamin Kilby, Margaret Allen, Priscilla Thornton, Sandi 
Richardson, June Llewellyn, Heloise Hartley and all affected directly or 
indirectly by Covid 19. 

For the recently departed: Alison Poskitt, Barry Eastham, Susan 
Hetherington 

For those whose Year’s Mind falls this week: Cyril Henry Brownlow King, Nellie 

Ann Davison, Adele Guthrie, Marjorie Parkes, Barbara Stancliffe, Ken Masser, 
Richard Perkins, Peter Ferrey. 
 
To the bidding: Lord, hear us, please respond Lord, graciously hear us. 

At the end of the intercessions: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
The Peace  

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 and also with you. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you.    
and also with you.      

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give thanks and praise.  
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

If you have their own bread you are invited to break and share it as a gesture 
of fellowship and agape. 
 
The Invitation to Communion 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
The Communion 

The priest receives the bread and wine on behalf of all. 
Post Communion Prayers 

God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death 
of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection have delivered us from the power 
of our enemy: grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with 
him in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  
with the Body and Blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  
to be a living sacrifice.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work  
to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
Blessing 

The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Hymn (Common Praise 160) 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won. 
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Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won. 
 
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 
Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won. 

Words Edmond Budry (1854-1932), tr Richard Hoyle (1875-1939) 
Tune MACCABÆUS, G. F. Handel (1685-1759) 
 

Dismissal 

Go in the peace of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Organ Voluntary 

Scherzetto (from Pastoral Suite) Clifford Harker 

 

Note on the music: 

The music in today’s service has at its heart pieces from J S Bach’s 
Orgelbüchlein (literally ‘Little Organ Book’). These preludes were intended as 
introductions to the hymns in the Lutheran church services, and although the 
melodies on which they are based are hardly known to us now (and generally 
don’t appear in our modern hymn-books), the spirit of the hymns can clearly 
be heard in Bach’s music. Bach set out to write pieces suitable for the whole 
liturgical year, but in the event only managed to complete 46 out of a planned 
164 preludes. 

Happily for us, the Easter section of the book is well-supplied, although the 
Easter hymns from Bach’s time can sound surprisingly austere to our ears, as 
minor keys dominate. However, a ‘sober joy’ shines through, in the busy-ness 
and the beauty of Bach’s versions. Before the service can be heard settings of 
four hymns (the third of them, Christ ist erstanden, is quite extended, with 
three verses), and after the sermon comes a fifth. 

Elsewhere in the service, the Gospel will be acclaimed by Francis Jackson’s 
dynamic and exuberant Archbishop’s Fanfare, and the final voluntary is a little-
known but finely-crafted Scherzetto by Clifford Harker (1912-1999), Organist 
at Bristol Cathedral for 34 years, here played by Max Elliott. 

Our thanks to Churchwarden Ben Pugh for making this broadcast possible. 


