
Couldn’t be 
more topical” 
★★★★ 
Broadway Baby on Paper Tiger’s OCTOPUS. 
Supported by NDT’s BAMER Rehearsal Project.
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Rehearsal Room Project
Over the last few years, we’ve 
been struck by how many 
diversity-led companies we speak 
to, especially black and asian-led 
groups, who struggle to find free 
development space in London. 

To help address this, New Diorama 
are currently offering 52 weeks of free 
rehearsal and development space a year. 

I am aware that NDT has 
many programmes that 
support new companies 
but I wanted to thank 
you all for this particular 
scheme that you provide 
in a bid to diversify the 
theatrical landscape of 
the future: your efforts are 
greatly appreciated!” 
Papergang Theatre

One interviewee praised the simplicity of the 
application process: “It was really simple – it’s 
one of the nicest application forms I’ve filled 
in, actually. You had to write a little bit about 
your project, and a bit of background about 
yourself, and it was easy and short. It was very 
straightforward.”

Initially groups wanted more contact with the 
team at New Diorama, which was lacking when 
NDT were sourcing spaces for groups in spaces 
across London saying “We had a really good 
meeting with the other supported companies, 
which was lovely, but some one-on-one time with 
the NDT team would have been useful.” 

To address this, all space is now offered through 
NDT’s own ND2 space – meaning groups interact 
with New Diorama staff every day.

It would have been very hard for us 
to do the show without this support, 
because we were running on such a 
tight budget. So to be able to have 
rehearsal space was really crucial. 
And being able to subsequently do the 
show has been a massive step forward 
for our company; we’ve now had a 
successful run in Edinburgh and we’re 
got a London transfer. It’s enabled all 
of that, which might not have been 
possible otherwise.” 

What it is How it works Report

The application process could not be 
simpler. We invite black, asian, minority 
ethnic or refugee-led projects to email 
us with dates they’d like space.

Our current project will have offered 
more than 52 weeks of rehearsal 
space completely free of charge.

There are no conditions attached 
to this offer. Many groups are 
developing work for other theatres 
and for work that will never be 
presented at New Diorama.

Work that has been developed 
through this project has gone on to 
tour nationally, and been presented 
in London theatres such as the Park 
and Soho Theatre. 

“

Simple application  
process

52+ weeks 
a year

No strings 
attached

An investment
in sector

“

20


