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F r a m e w o r k  S t r u c t u r e

EEF quality assure the final framework, by:

• Ensuring claims made within statements are 

supported by evidence.

• Checking that the strength and security of evidence 

is appropriate to the type of claim made within 

statements.

• Ensuring consistency with other frameworks.
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@EducEndowFoundn@EducEndowFoundn

F r a m e w o r k  S t r u c t u r e

Evidence, practice, and 
policy

Framework

Programme content 
contextualised for 

participants

• Relevant, high quality research evidence is 
compiled, including through reviewing submissions 
from a public call for evidence.

• DfE and the Expert Advisory Group draft new 
statements or update existing statements.

• The EEF review statements and references and 
endorse the final framework.

• Lead Providers unpack statements and the 
respective evidence into participant facing 
materials
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E C F / C C F  U p d a t e

Audit current ‘learn that’ statements and supporting evidence to identify areas where 

more accessible and up to date references could improve the frameworks. 

Assess the quality of research evidence submitted via the DfE’s ‘call for evidence’ to 

support the advisory group’s framework redrafting. 

Review proposed amendments to frameworks from the DfE and ESG to ensure revised 

content reflects the evidence for each statement. 
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F r a m e w o r k  S t a t e m e n t s :  k e y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s

When drafting framework statements, it's important to consider :

• Consistency with wider reforms – The CCF, ECF, and reformed NPQ frameworks have a consistent 
style and tone.

• Accessibility – Avoid overly technical language where possible and ensure that statements are not 
overly long. Where technical language is required, ensure new terms are clearly defined

• Unambiguous – Avoid terms and phrases that could be misinterpreted. For example, 'Implementing 
x strategy is likely to lead to improvements for pupils.' What does 'improvements mean in this 
context?
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E v i d e n c e  s t a n d a r d s :  w h a t  d o  w e  c o n s i d e r ?

• Appropriateness of the methodology (is it the right 
type of study?)

• Study quality within each method (is the study good?)

• Impact: The direction, magnitude and uncertainty of 
the results (did the study show an effect, and how 
secure is the estimate of that effect?)

• Relevance of the research to your 
context/practice/outcome of interest (was the practice 
tested in a in a situation like my own, and did the 
outcome measure capture what I’m looking to affect?)

Studies that consider 
the appropriate 

method for answering 
the specific research 

question

Everything else
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E v i d e n c e  s t a n d a r d s :  d i f f e r e n t  ‘ t y p e s ’  o f  L e a r n  T h a t  s t a t e m e n t

Types of statements (non-exhaustive) Example

Causal claim of efficacy or effectiveness 3.2 Secure subject knowledge helps teachers to motivate pupils and teach effectively.

Tempered causal claims of efficacy or effectiveness, 
of the approach or within sub-groups and within 
certain contexts

4.7 High-quality classroom talk can support pupils to articulate key ideas, consolidate 
understanding and extend their vocabulary.

Empirical claim about current knowledge on 
pedagogy or educational practice

5.3 Pupils are likely to learn at different rates and to require different levels and types of 
support from teachers to succeed.

Description of the nature of school or world contexts
5.1 Seeking to understand pupils' differences, including their different levels of prior 
knowledge and potential barriers to learning, is an essential part of teaching.

Conception or definition of an educational  construct 
7.6 Pupils are motivated by intrinsic factors (related to their identity and values) and 
extrinsic factors (related to reward).
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E v i d e n c e  s t a n d a r d s :  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e m e n t s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  

d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  e v i d e n c e

Types of statements (non-exhaustive)
Theory, basic 
science research, 
narrative review

Case study Survey
Cross-sectional 
study designs and 
pilot evaluation/ IPE

RCT or 
QED

Systematic 
review

Causal claim of efficacy or effectiveness

Tempered causal claims of efficacy or 
effectiveness, of the approach or within sub-
groups and within certain contexts

Empirical claim about current knowledge on 
pedagogy or educational practice

Description of the nature of school or world 
contexts

Conception or definition of an 
educational  construct
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E v i d e n c e  s t a n d a r d s :  E E F  w i l l  a s s e s s  w h e t h e r  f r a m e w o r k  

s t a t e m e n t s  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e v i d e n c e

4.8: Practice in an integral part of effective teaching; 
ensuring pupils have repeated opportunities to practise, 
with appropriate guidance and support, increases 
success.

Repeated 
opportunities 

to practice 

Increase in 
pupil 

success

Appropriate 
guidance 
support 

4.7 High-quality classroom talk can support pupils to 
articulate key ideas, consolidate understanding and 
extend their vocabulary.

High-quality 
classroom 

talk 

Articulation of ideas, 
consolidation of 

understanding and 
extended vocabulary
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I s  t h a t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  ‘ c l a i m ’ ?

Associated references 

• Donker, A. S., de Boer, H., Kostons, D., 

Dignath van Ewijk, C. C., & van der Werf, M. 

P. C. (2014) Effectiveness of learning 

strategy instruction on academic 

performance: A meta-analysis. Educational 

Research Review, 11, 1–26. 

• Education Endowment Foundation (2017) 

Metacognition and Self-regulated learning 

Guidance Report. 

• Zimmerman, B. J. (2002) Becoming a Self-

Regulated Learner: An Overview, Theory 

Into Practice. Theory Into Practice, 41(2), 

64–70. 
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T h e  f r a m e w o r k  r e f e r e n c e  m a p  

Reference list 

Underpin the ‘Learn that’ 
statements

Mandatory reading list 

Comprehensive coverage of 
domains
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T h e  f r a m e w o r k  r e f e r e n c e  m a p  
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T h e  f r a m e w o r k  r e f e r e n c e  m a p  
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FAQ s ?

• Why are some references robust academic studies, and others less so?

The framework references vary according to their methods and level of ‘rigour’. This is 
because they represent the evidence from which the statements have been drawn, and 
the statements vary in the claims they make. 

• Why aren’t key, seminal texts on areas of the framework referenced?

The reference lists are not comprehensive – they do not encompass all that has been 
researched about a particular area of pedagogy or practice.

• Why are so many EEF references cited? 

Framework drafters prefer references that are relevant to UK schools, use high quality 
methodologies, and – where possible – are publicly available. 
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C o n c l u s i o n  &  n e x t  s t e p s

• The ITTECF is a vehicle for our profession’s core body of knowledge 
and skills, a pre-requisite for all great professions. 

• The framework triangulate the needs and interests of policy, practice, 
and research evidence. 

• Constructive critique and collaboration can ensure the frameworks 
continue to improve in both process and outcome throughout the 
coming years.  



Quest ions?

I n f o @ e e f o u n d a t i o n . o r g . u k

w w w . e d u c a t i o n e n d o w m e n t f o u n d a t i o n . o r g . u k
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