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Session Overview and Outcomes 

The Ofsted RE research review (2021) states that the RE curriculum 
should support students to develop three distinctive types of knowledge: 
substantive knowledge, ways of knowing (also known as disciplinary 
knowledge) and personal knowledge. This session will explore ways in 
which we can support training and early careers teachers to build explicit 
teaching of disciplinary knowledge into the RE curriculum. It will provide 
some examples and suggested resources to support this in practice. 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

Clarity on the ways in which disciplinary knowledge is distinct from sub-
stantive and personal knowledge in RE 

Understanding of ways to support mentees with professional learning 
and development, and learning and teaching in RE 

Core Content and Early Careers Framework 

Standard 1: High Expectations 

Standard 2: Promote Good Progress 

Standard 3: Demonstrate Good Subject and Curriculum Knowledge 
Standard 4: Plan and Teach Well-Structured Lessons 

Notes 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-education


Ofsted RE Research Review 

Disciplinary Knowledge in RE 

Theology 
Believing 

Human/Social Sciences 
Living 

Philosophy 
Thinking 

Q: questions about beliefs and the 
sources of authority from which 
people derive their beliefs 
S: interpretation of sources of au-
thority (hermeneutics) 

Q: questions about the ways in 
which context affects ways of living 
S: analysis of data that shows ways 
in which context affects ways of liv-
ing (surveys, interviews, case stud-
ies, maps, historical sources, etc.) 

Q: questions about the different 
ways in which humans seek 
knowledge/wisdom 
S: reasoning (thought experiments, 
deductive/inductive reasoning, via 
negative, scepticism, etc.) 

Asking specialist questions and using specialist methods/tools/skills to answer these questions 



What Sorts of Questions Do Theologians Ask? 

What Methods do Theologians Use? 

Who am I? Who are we? 

What do I/we/they believe about why is the world the way it is? 

What do I/we/they believe about God or an Ultimate Reality? 

How do I/we/they know how to live? 

What do I/we/they believe is my/our/their purpose in life? 

What do I/we/they believe happens when I/we/they die? 

Textual interpretation (hermeneutics) 

Analogy 

Analysis 

Argumentation 



How can we link this text to our wider knowledge?      How might this text influence Christians today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do these ideas make sense?         What questions do you have about the text? 

How might some Christians interpret this text?     How might some non-Christians interpret this text? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this teaching for all Christians for all time?      How does this fit into the biblical narrative? 

What is the context?       What are the key points being made? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is the audience?        What key terms are used? 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Hermeneutics: The Apostles’ Creed 



Muslim Scholarship Approach  

Literary/aesthetic emphasis 

The Throne Verse (Al-Baqarah 255) 

God (llahu) - there is no god except Him (la ‘ilaha ‘illa huwa) -  

1. Is the Living One, the Sustainer (l-hayyu l-qayyum). 

2. Neither drowsiness befalls Him for sleep (naum). 

3. To Him belongs what is in the heavens and on the earth (fi s-samawati wa-ma fi l-ard). 

4. Who is it that may intercede with Him except with His permission? 

5. He knows that which is before them and that which is behind them, 

4. And they do not comprehend anything of His knowledge except what He wishes. 

3. His throne embraces the heavens and the earth (as-samawati wa-l-’ard) 

2. And He is not wearied by their preservation, 

1. And He is the Exalted, the Supreme (wa-huwa l-’aliyyu l-’azim). 

Islamic Studies Approach  

Historical/critical emphasis influenced by western biblical studies 

 

The Throne Verse (Al-Baqarah 255) 

Allah! There is no god worthy of worship except Him, the Ever-Living, All-Sustaining. Neither drowsiness nor 

sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who could 

possibly intercede with Him without His permission? He fully knows what is ahead of them and what is    

behind them, but no one can grasp any of His knowledge—except what He wills to reveal. His 

Seat encompasses the heavens and the earth, and the preservation of both does not tire Him. For He is the 

Most High, the Greatest.  

Isaiah 40.28 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

    his understanding is unsearchable.  

1 Chronicles 29.11 

Yours, O Lord, are the greatness, the power, the 

glory, the victory, and the majesty, for all that is in 

the heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is the 

kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head 

above all.  

Hermeneutics: The Qur’an 

What types of questions do we ask about qur’anic texts?  

How might asking literary rather than critical questions change activities in the classroom?  

What are the implications of looking at the Qur’an through a western lens? 



Writing Like a Theologian  

@JosephKinnaird 

 

...because 

...but 

...so 



What Sorts of Questions Do Human / Social Scientists Ask? 

What Methods do Human / Social Scientists Use? 

Data Analysis 



Notes 



What Sorts of Questions Do Philosophers Ask? 

What Methods do Philosophers Use? 

Developing Oracy 



Notes 



Supporting Colleagues 

What makes a great teacher? 

1. Understanding the content 

2. Creating a supportive environment 

3. Maximising opportunity to learn 

4. Activating hard thinking 
 

What might this look like when supporting colleagues to deliver effective RE? 

 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/584543-great-teaching-
toolkit-evidence-review.pdf 

Notes 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/584543-great-teaching-toolkit-evidence-review.pdf
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/584543-great-teaching-toolkit-evidence-review.pdf


Further Support and Guidance  

Ofsted RE Research Review (2021) 

Nobody Stands Nowhere – Theos Animation 

Balanced RE Overview 

Balanced RE Self-Audit Tool (Primary) 

RE:Online – Curriculum Support 

RE:Online Worldviews Knowledge 

Using Knowledge Organisers in RE 

Religious Worldviews – Key Concept Overviews 

Assessing Pupil Progress in RE Guidance 

Disciplines: A new Direction for Assessment? (Dawn Cox) 

Personal Knowledge and RE – Nikki McGee 

Theology (Believing) Human/Social Sciences (Living) Philosophy (Thinking) 

The Visual Commentary on     
Scripture 

Writing Like a Theologian (Joe  
Kinnaird) 

Cambridge in Your Classroom 

Teachers and Texts 

Bible Gateway 

The Qur’an 

The Hadith 

Tanakh 

BBC World Service: Heart and Soul 

A World Map of Religions 

Teachers’ Access to Census Data 

Christianity in the UK 

The World as 100 Christians 

Global Christianity over the last 
century 

Virtual Tours of Places of Worship 

Inclusive Judaism Image Library 

Bayt al Fann: Islamic Art and     
Culture 

Everyday Muslim 

 

Philosophy in KS2 (John           
Semmens) 

Thunks 

Cambridge in Your Classroom 

The Philosophy Foundation 

Philosophy4Children 

Royal Institute of Philosophy 
YouTube Playlist 

BBC Ideas 

Open University 60-Second        
Adventures in Thought 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-education
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2021/05/12/worldviews-film
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/attachments/download.asp?file=269&type=pdf
https://www.reonline.org.uk/leadership/curriculum/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/leadership/curriculum/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/knowledge/
https://www.reonline.org.uk/knowledge/
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/_site/data/files/users/4D1CE8C496F3BAF3306403EE0ADC1BF0.pdf
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/page/?title=Lincolnshire+Agreed+Syllabus%3A++++++++++++++Key+Concepts&pid=79
https://www.lincolndiocesaneducation.com/page/?title=Assessing+Progress+in+RE&pid=48
https://missdcoxblog.wordpress.com/2021/03/27/disciplines-a-new-direction-for-assessment-in-re/
https://rewithmrsmcgee.wordpress.com/2021/05/23/some-personal-reflections-on-personal-knowledge/
https://thevcs.org/
https://thevcs.org/
https://reformingre.wordpress.com/2021/03/23/teach-them-how-to-write-like-a-theologian/
https://www.divinity.cam.ac.uk/study-here/open-days/cambridge-your-classroom
https://www.reonline.org.uk/research/teachers-and-texts-the-findings-report/
https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://quran.com/
https://sunnah.com/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/the-tanakh-full-text
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p002vsn4/clips?page=1
https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/world-map-of-religions/
https://letscount.org.uk/en/resources-for-teachers/access-local-census-data/
https://faithsurvey.co.uk/uk-christianity.html
https://www.gordonconwell.edu/blog/100christians/
https://www.gordonconwell.edu/blog/north-and-south-up-and-down/
https://www.gordonconwell.edu/blog/north-and-south-up-and-down/
https://www.cdec.org.uk/use-our-resources/films-and-virtual-tours/virtual-tours/
https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/schools/in-the-classroom/inclusive-judaism/imagelibrary/
https://www.baytalfann.com/
https://www.baytalfann.com/
https://www.baytalfann.com/
https://www.baytalfann.com/
https://www.everydaymuslim.org/
https://www.philosophyinks2.co.uk/
https://www.independentthinking.co.uk/resources/posts/2020/april/thunks/
https://www.divinity.cam.ac.uk/study-here/open-days/cambridge-your-classroom
https://www.philosophy-foundation.org/primary-schools
http://www.philosophy4children.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEQRhXQwUe-1ZKIJmnBvHsw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEQRhXQwUe-1ZKIJmnBvHsw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/body-mind/60-second-adventures-thought
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/body-mind/60-second-adventures-thought


Key Priorities and Actions 

 

1. 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 
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