
 

 

 

OPEN CALL 

Wanted: disabled artists working with ‘the 
senses’ to respond to Compton Verney’s historic 
Naples collection 

This year Compton Verney Art Gallery & Park is partnering with arts commissioning 
platform Unlimited to offer opportunities for disabled artists to create new work. The work 
will be showcased in Compton Verney’s ground floor galleries in 2023, as part of the 
research and display project Sensing Naples. Aiming to bring to life the smells, sounds, 
sights, tastes and sensations of the city of Naples, Sensing Naples will see the fifty historic 
works that form Compton Verney’s Naples collection rehung and reimagined for our 
visitors.  

 

Pierre-Jacques Volaire, An Eruption of Vesuvius by Moonlight, 1774 © Compton Verney 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Brief 

We are looking to commission up to two new artworks for Sensing Naples that are 
accessible, engaging and impactful. Artworks could be wall-based, sculptural, installation, 
digital, light or sound pieces. We are looking for works that respond in some way to both 
the historic pieces in the collection and to the theme of the senses. Proposals from 
individual artists and artist collectives will be considered. In addition to the commissions we 
are looking to run a high profile, popular, engaging and experiential series of events, 
activities and workshops, for which additional fees will be made available to participating 
artists.  
 

 

Gaspar van Wittel, Posillipo with the Pallazzo Donn’Anna, 1762 © Compton Verney 

The Process 

All proposals need to be submitted by midday on Friday 11 March 2022. Following the 
initial submission of ideas, up to six artists will be invited to take part in a paid R&D Study 
Day at Compton Verney, which will be held on Monday 4 April 2022*. The Study Day 
will provide the opportunity for participants to present their work, learn more about 
Compton Verney, the Naples Collection and the commissioning process, and workshop 
ideas with a group of curators, artists and advisors. The artists participating in the Study Day 
will receive feedback on their proposals. Following this process up to two artists will be 
selected to develop new work for the gallery, with the artworks installed as part of the 
Sensing Naples display in May 2023.  
 
*If an artist is unable to attend the study day in person then arrangements could be made 
for them to join by zoom, this would be worked out on a case by case basis. However, it 
should be noted that a crucial element of the project is an understanding of the physical 
space and works in the collection, which will involve site visits; these could be facilitated out 
of hours / at quiet time if needed. 



 

 
 
 

 
Fees 
 

• The creative fee for each of the winning commissions (to include artist fee and 
production costs) is £5,000 

• The fee for each artist participating in the Study Day is £150 
• Participating artists will be fully supported with travel and access costs throughout 

the process.  
 

 
Trapani Casket, c. 1700 © Compton Verney 
 
 
To apply 
 
Please submit a ‘Sensing Naples: Expression of Interest’ email or WeTransfer to 
art@comptonverney.org.uk 
 
Please include the following: 

• A short proposal outlining your ideas for a new work and how it would meet the 
brief outlined above (500 words) 

• A CV or artist statement  
• Up to 6 images of previous work  
• All of the above could be combined into one video application, however we 

request that this is limited to 5 minutes maximum  
 
Telephone number for any queries: 01926 645 531 
 
The deadline for submissions is midday on Friday 11 March 2022  
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About the Naples collection and Compton Verney 
 
Compton Verney Art Gallery & Park is an award winning art gallery in Warwickshire, 
based in a Grade I-listed Georgian mansion and set in 120 acres of Grade II-listed parkland 
designed by Lancelot 'Capability' Brown. We are an accredited museum, a registered 
charity, and an extraordinary place: One Compton Verney. More than an art gallery, a 
house and a park, our galleries, spaces and grounds connect everyone to art, nature and 
creativity. We are committed to inclusivity and our varied programme of exhibitions, 
workshops and events seeks to engage the widest possible audience. In 2021 we welcomed 
over 120,000 visitors. 
 
Compton Verney houses six diverse permanent collections, including one of Europe's most 
important collections of Chinese bronzes and the UK's largest collection of British Folk Art. 
The Naples collection is one of these six collections. It includes over fifty pieces of fine art 
and decorative objects, and was amassed by Compton Verney’s founder, the businessman 
and philanthropist Sir Peter Moores, between 1995 and 2008. Completely unique in the 
UK, the Naples collection provides unrivalled insights into the city of Naples and its environs 
from 1600-1800. Housed in the ground floor of the mansion house, the collection includes 
Neapolitan view paintings, still lives, religious paintings, portraits, furniture and decorative 
objects. Beyond the gallery redisplay and new commissions, wider outcomes of Sensing 
Naples will include new dedicated research into the collection, an international symposium 
and the production of enhanced digital content for our website.  
https://www.comptonverney.org.uk/ 
 
About Unlimited 
 
Unlimited is an arts commissioning programme that aims to embed work by 
disabled artists within the UK and international cultural sectors, reach new 
audiences and shift perceptions of disabled people.  
Since 2013, Unlimited has awarded more than £4.7 million to over 400 ambitious disabled 
artists and companies, through commissions, awards and support, which have been seen 
by or engaged with more than 3.8 million people globally and online, making it the largest 
supporter of disabled artists worldwide. 
Unlimited supports ambitious, creative projects by outstanding disabled artists 
and companies. The projects include theatre, dance, music, literature, performance, 
painting, sculpture, public artworks, photography, digital artworks, installations, films and 
more. 
Unlimited wants to change perceptions of disabled people by 
commissioning disabled artists in the UK and internationally to make new, groundbreaking 
and high quality work.  
Unlimited also builds a community of Unlimited Allies who help to embed the work of 
disabled artists in the mainstream cultural sector and improve access for artists and 
audiences. 
https://weareunlimited.org.uk/ 
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