
Edmund Spencer:- 
 

“There is a principle which is a bar against all information 

which is proof against all argument  

and which cannot fail to keep man in everlasting ignorance 

 

That principle is condemnation before investigation.”  

PRINCPLES TO SUCCESSFUL BIBLICAL STUDY 



 

The Berean Approach 
 

 

(Acts 17: 11)    The Bereans were ‘more fair minded ……… in that they  

received the word with all readiness and searched the Scriptures  

daily to find out whether these things Paul had been preaching were so.’              



The Link Between the 5 Books of the Bible  

penned by the Apostle John under God’s instruction. 

5 books in total. The number ‘5’ symbolises Grace 

 
1. The Gospel of John shows Jesus the Prophet - John 12: 27-33   

Jesus prophesied He would die by crucifixion; and He did 

 

The 3 x Epistles show Jesus the Priest/Intercessor - 1st John 2:1b-2(Amp)  

‘…..And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate/One who will intercede for us ………..Jesus Christ, the righteous. 

…...and not for ours only, but also for the whole world.’ 

 

The book of Revelation shows us Jesus the King - Revelation 19:16 

‘And ….on His robe…..a name written ‘King of Kings and Lord of Lords’’ 

 

2.  John wrote the Gospel………………that we might believe  

John 20:31 “….but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that be-

lieving you may have life in His name.” 

 

John wrote the 3 Epistles………..that we might know what we believe. 

1John 5:13 “ …...I have written to you who believe ……..that you may know that you have eternal life and 

…..continue to believe in the name of the Son of God” 

 

John wrote Revelation………………that we might be ready.   

Rev 19:7 “…..for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife [those who gave their heart to Jesus] has 

made herself ready.”  



The Link Between the 5 Books of the Bible  

penned by the Apostle John under God’s instruction. 

5 books in total. The number ‘5’ symbolises Grace 

 
 

3. The Gospel speaks of……………….the life received.     

The Epistles speak of……………….the life revealed. 

Revelation speaks of………………..the life rewarded. 

                                                    

4. The Gospel focuses…………………on salvation.  

The Epistles focus…………………..on sanctification. 

Revelation focuses………………….on our redemption. 

APP   2 o & b 



 

4 Viewpoints on the book of Revelation  
 

The Prederist Viewpoint  
John was writing for the era in which he was living. These days no-one gives this any credibility.  

 

The Historycyst Viewpoint  
It’s merely an historical account of something that’s already happened; it’s already been fulfilled. 

Again, no-one gives this idea any credibility. 

 

The Allegorical/Symbolic Viewpoint  
It’s purely ‘spiritual’ or ‘symbolic’ and not to be taken literally; it’s a series of symbols used to pro-

mote the idea of better times ahead at some pont in the future. It’s a cosy comfort blanket.  

 

The Futurist/Prophetic Viewpoint 

Revelation is what it is - the unveiling/disclosure/revelation/‘apokalypsis  

of future events - particularly Ch 4 and onwards if you’re a  

Pre-Milleniumist – of Christ Jesus’.  

Some symbols are used by John in Revelation – and this applies to other books in the Bible includ-

ing the O. T. Scriptures, but the prophecy/the  

information is literal/ true/real, not spiritually symbolic /a feel-good factor. 

APP  3 o& b 



 

No. 

 

Genesis tells of the beginning of all things.  

Revelation reveals the end of all things.  

  

1 

 

Genesis tells of the beginning of the earth, Revelation tells of the earth 

past away. 

2 Genesis tells of satan and the 1st rebellion, Revelation tells of the last re-

bellion.  

3 Genesis tells how the sun, moon and stars are earth’s government. Reve-

lation shows how God uses them as part of earth’s judgement.  

4 Genesis tells how the sun was to govern the day and Revelation how 

there’ll be no need for the sun. 

5 Genesis tells us the darkness was called night. In Revelation, we’re told 

there’ll be no night. 

6 Genesis calls the water seas, but in Revelation we’re told there’ll be no 

more sea. 



 

No. 

 

Genesis tells of the beginning of all things.  

Revelation reveals the end of all things.  

  

7 Genesis tells of the entrance of sin and Revelation the removal of sin al-

together. 

8 Genesis reveals the introduction of death and Revelation its eradication 

for evermore.     

9 Genesis talks about suffering and sorrow. Revelation says there’ll be no 

more tears and sorrow.  

10 Genesis records the marriage of the 1ST Adam and Revelation the mar-

riage of the last Adam. 

11 Genesis speaks about man building the corrupt city of Babylon, and 

Revelation speaks of its destruction and the appearance of God’s eternal 

city coming from heaven to earth.  

12 Genesis has the doom of satan pronounced. In Revelation his doom is 

executed. 


