
 

Young Writers Guide  
  

Telling Tales is your chance to put pen to paper and get your voice 

heard. This is an opportunity for emerging writers to flex their 

creative muscles, learning from experts along the way, all completely 

for free. What’s more, the winning entries will be published in the 

Oxford Mail and in our Telling Tales anthology!  

  

The competition has three age categories, with a panel of readers 

and judges for each category. These categories are: 7-11 year-olds, 

12-15 year-olds and Adults (16+). The theme for 7-11 year-olds is 

THE VISITOR.   

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

Presents 
  



What is a short story?   

  

A short story is a short work of fiction. Short stories tend to have all 

the features of a full-length novel, but on a much smaller scale. 

When you read a short story, it may feel like lots is happening quite 

quickly. This is because the writer needs to convey the story to the 

reader using only a limited number of words. Therefore, short stories 

can often be thrilling to read!   

  

There are five important elements of a short story:  

  

1. Character: A character is a person, or sometimes even an 

animal, who takes part in the action of a short story.  

  

2. Setting: The setting of a short story is the time and place in 

which it happens. Authors often use descriptions of landscape, 

scenery, buildings, seasons or weather to provide a strong 

sense of setting.  

  

3. Plot: A plot is a series of events and character actions that 

relate to the central conflict.  

  

4. Conflict: The conflict is a struggle between two people or things 

in a short story. The main character is usually on one side of the 

central conflict. On the other side, the main character may 

struggle against another important character, against the 

forces of nature, against society, or even against something 

inside himself or herself (like feelings, emotions or illness).  

  

5. Theme: The theme is the central idea or belief in a short story.  

  

  

  



Rules and tips for the competition  
  

• You can write in any format you like. We’ve included some 

examples in this guide, but any style is welcome.  

• The closing date for entries is Midnight BST on Friday 30th April 

2021. Entries submitted after this time will not be valid.  

• The competition is open to all unpublished writers and all 

entries must be written in English.  

• The maximum length of submissions in the 7-11 Years category 

is 1,000 words.   

• The maximum length of submissions in the 12-15 Years 

category is 1,500 words.  

• The theme for the 7 – 11 category is “The Visitor.” 

• There isn’t a theme for the 12 – 15 category. 

• Stories can be written in any style.  

• Entrants may submit as many stories as they like.  

• Entries will not be returned, so please keep a copy for yourself! 

Corrections and alterations can’t be made after entering.  

• Entries must be entirely the work of the entrant and must 

never have been published, in print or online, or broadcast or 

won a prize in another writing competition on or before 30th 

April 2021.   

• The winners in each category will be announced on Chipping 

Norton Theatre’s website on Monday 7th June.  

• Each category winner will have their story published in an 

anthology and in the Oxford Mail. Winners will receive ten 

copies of the anthology.   

  

  

You can download a submission form  chippingnortontheatre.com/telling - tales    
  

  
  



• All entrants agree to have their work published in the 

anthology and the Oxford Mail.  

• Entrants will not be contacted individually about the 

competition results unless they are a category winner.  

• Entry implies an acceptance of all the Telling Tales rules.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maybe you are ready to get started right now! Or if you would like 

some prompts to help you get going, this guide can help.  

  

Who are the characters in your story? They could be humans, 

animals or even objects! What would a kangaroo say if it could 

speak? What might an object like a pencil sharpener or a telephone 

have to say?!  

  

Let’s think about the main character. Fill out the answers to the 

questions below to get a sense of what they are like:  

  

What is their name?   

  

How old are they?  

  

Where do they live?   

  

What is their favourite thing to do?  

  

What do they look like? Can you describe three things about how 

they look:  

  

1  

2  

3  

  

What sort of person are they? What three words would you use to 

describe their personality?  

  

1  

2  

3 



Can you draw your character, using the description you have 

written?  

  

  

  

     



Are there more characters? Let’s do the same thing for them!  

  

What is their name?   

  

How old are they?  

  

Where do they live?  

  

What is their favourite thing to do?  

  

What do they look like? Can you describe three things about how 

they look:  

  

1  

2  

3  

  

What sort of person are they? What three words would you use to 

describe their personality?  

  

1  

2  

3  

  

Draw your character, using the description you have written:  

  

    

  

  

Where will your short story take place? Does it happen in the same 

place or in more than one place?  



  

Let’s think about your main setting. Remember, this is your story so it 

can be anything you like. It might be a home just like yours, or the 

sandiest desert, or the inside of a giant’s pocket!  

  

Fill out the answers to the questions below to set your scene:  

  

Are we indoors or outside?  

  

What things could you see right in front of you there? Name three 

objects you could see there:  

  

1  

2  

3  

  

And what things are in the far distance? Can you think of three things 

you can see in the distance:  

  

1  

2  

3  

  

What is the weather like? Is it sunny, rainy or snowing? Or hotter 
than molten lava inside a volcano, or freezing cold at the bottom of 
the ocean?  
  

    

 

Setting 
  the Scene 

  



Can you draw them, using the description you have written?  

  

  

     



Are there more settings? Let’s do the same thing for them!   

  

Are we indoors or outside?  

  

What things could you see right in front of you there? Name three 

objects you could see there:  

  

1  

2  

3  

  

And what things are in the far distance? Can you think of three things 

you could see in the distance:  

  

1  

2  

3  

  

What is the weather like?  

  

Draw your setting, using the description you have written:  

  

    

  

  

  

 



Now you can think about what you want to say in your story. Do you 

have a particular thing you want to write about? Or a message you 

want to share? Maybe it’s about what it’s like having to stay at home 

at the moment. Maybe it’s about saving the planet. Or maybe you 

need to let us know about life on Mars! What might your theme be? 

 

Remember that the theme for the 7 – 11 age group is “The Visitor.”  

There are plenty of ideas you can use for this, though.  It can be a 

visitor from any place in any time.  The choice is yours! 

  
What do you want your readers to feel when they read your story?  

Maybe you want us all to learn something. Maybe your story is sad.  

Maybe you want everyone to laugh. Maybe your story is a mix and 

you want us to laugh and cry and be surprised and learn something 

all in the same story!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Genre 
  

  
  

What kind of  short story 
  will yours be? 

  

  
  

  

Theme 
  



 

You don’t have to choose to write in one genre. But to get you 

thinking about this, some ideas might be:  

 

Here comes the exciting bit! Now we have your characters and your 

settings, we need to think about what happens to them in your 

story. This is called the plot.  

  

There are lots of different ways you can think about plot. Here are a 

few examples of writing exercises to get you started. Why not try 

each of them and see which one inspires you!  

  

Inspired by an Object  
  

Find an object that interests you. You could search the house or 

garden, and find an interesting old coin, a shoe, or a stone. Or maybe 

you want to imagine an object, like a magic lamp or a submarine 

periscope.  

  

Think about or look at your object closely. How old is it? Is it warm or 

cold? Are there dents, marks or chips on it? How might those have 

got there?  

  

Can you imagine a story where your characters interact with that 

object in the settings you imagined?  

  

Maybe this happened long ago in a faraway land, or just down the 

road last Tuesday.  

Plot   



  

On a blank piece of paper, have a go at writing a story with your 

object at the centre.  

  

    

The Odd Couple  
  

Can you think of two characters who wouldn’t usually go together? 
Like Little Red Riding Hood and the blue Power Ranger? A slice of 
cheese and an important wizard?  
  

What character would be the exact opposite of the one you have 

imagined?  

  

What would happen if they met?  

  

What kind of quest or journey might they go on together? What 

would they be trying to achieve? Or what if they were mortal 

enemies? What would happen then?  

  

On a blank piece of paper, have a go at writing a story for your odd 

couple.  

  

  

Writing a Diary.  

  

Writing a diary as your character is a creative way of letting the 

readers find out more about your character and their life.  

  



Can you write three diary entries for your character?  

  

1 In the first it might be a normal day.  

2 In the second an unexpected problem happens.  

3 In the third we will hear how they overcame that problem.  

  

On a blank piece of paper, have a go at writing a diary as your 

character.  

    

Building a Story In a Pair  
  

It can be hard to get started thinking of a plot on your own. Why not 
get ideas from a friend over the phone, or from someone who lives 
with you?  
  

Share your pictures of your character and setting with them, and 

play a game of Fortunately / Unfortunately to create a plot 

together.  

  

All you need to do is start a sentence with ‘Fortunately’ and describe 

what good thing happened to your character. Then the other player 

comes in with ‘Unfortunately’ and describes a bad turn of events. Try 

this as a way to build a story in a pair or even bigger group.  

  

Afterwards, why not both try to write your tale into a short story? 

How do they differ?  

  

  



 

Goals and Obstacles  
  

You can use a simple structure to help give a beginning, middle and 

end to your short story.  

  

1 Set the scene. What are your characters doing? What are they 

talking about? What is their mission?  

  

2 Now they encounter a problem! What goes wrong?  

  

3 How does the problem impact on the characters and their mission?  

  

4 How do your characters solve their problem?  

  

On a blank piece of paper, have a go at using this structure.  



Storyboard  
If you are a visual person or you love drawing, maybe a 

story board will inspire you! Just like a cartoon strip, you can draw 

what happens in your story and then use this to help you write it!  

   

What will happen in your storyboard?   
  
  
    



  

  

Now you are all ready to write your short story!   

  

You can set out your short story however you like on the page. To 

give you some ideas for how it might look, here are just a few 

examples.  

  

These three layouts show how the same scene (a family getting ready 

to eat a pie) could be set out on the page:  

  

  

Narrative Prose (First Person)  
  

This example will probably look familiar to you. It is the style used in 

a lot of books and is likely to be a style you will have learned about in 

English lessons in school. The story is told from the main character’s 

point of view, but still includes description of the story’s setting and 

other characters:  

  

It was supposed to be a normal Saturday. The sky was blue, the birds 

were singing, and my best friend Jude was baking one of her famous 

apple pies. I was in the kitchen when it happened. The oven timer had 

started beeping and the smell of perfectly cooked pie was wafting 

through the air. But then, just as I was lifting the pie from the oven, a 

strange looking bird landed on the open window frame and opened its 

beak as if to speak.   

  

‘Hello,’ said the bird, ‘my name’s Brian.’  

  

I screamed and the pie crashed on to the stone floor!  

  

Writing Your  Short Story   



Narrative Prose (Third Person)  
  

This is very similar to narrative prose in the First 

Person, except that the tale is not told by anybody 

in the story:  

  

It was supposed to be a normal Saturday. The sky was blue, the birds 

were singing, and Enid’s best friend Jude was baking one of her 

famous apple pies. Enid was in the kitchen when it happened. The 

oven timer had started beeping and the smell of perfectly cooked pie 

was wafting through the air. But then, just as Enid was lifting the pie 

from the oven, a strange looking bird landed on the open window 

frame and opened its beak as if to speak.  

  

‘Hello,’ said the bird, ‘my name’s Brian.’  

  

Enid screamed and the pie crashed on to the stone floor!  

  

  

  

Rhyming Story  
  

This example is laid out very much like the dialogue in a play, but it 

uses rhyming verse, like a poem. Each new line of verse starts on a 

new line in the layout:  

  

 Mother:   Son and Daughter! Father! Brother!  

     Come and taste this pie from Mother!  

  

 Father:   Lay the table – get the dishes,  

    This pie is going to be delicious…   



 

Monologue  
  

This is the simplest layout. All you need to do for a monologue is 

start writing! It’s a good idea to include some details about the 

character to help the director choose an actor who fits the role:  

  

Enid, age 7 ½:  

  

Well it all started seven years ago last Tuesday, when I was baking a 

pie. It was a boiling hot day, not right for a pie at all really, but he 

wanted a pie so pie it had to be. I was just laying the table when 

suddenly…  

  

  

But however you want to write your story is perfect. We will read 

stories in all forms, and with any layout of writing on the page.  

 

We look forward to reading your story.  Happy writing! 

  

  

  

Good luck with your short story writing! 

 

We can’t wait to read your brilliant stories. 

 

For further details please contact: 

tellingtales@chippingnortontheatre.com   
 

mailto:tellingtales@chippingnortontheatre.com
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