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To:  Business Coordination Board 

From:  Chief Constable  

Date:  13 July 2021  

LAND AT ENTERPRISE WAY, BRETTON, PETERBOROUGH 

1. Purpose 

1.1 To seek approval from the Business Co-ordination Board (the “Board”) for the sale of 
the freehold interest in land at Enterprise Way, Bretton, Peterborough. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 The Board is recommended to approve proceeding with the sale of the freehold 
interest in the land at Enterprise Way, Bretton, Peterborough, to the party who has 
submitted the highest unconditional offer. 

2.2 The Police and Crime Commissioner (the “Commissioner”) is asked to signed Decision 
Notice CPCC 2021-012 in respect of the sale. 

3. Background  

3.1 The site comprises 3.24 acres of land located some 1.25 miles from the north west of 
Peterborough City Centre and in close proximity to the A47 Peterborough ring road. 

3.2 The site was originally acquired by Cambridgeshire Constabulary (the “Constabulary”) 
in January 2006 for £850,000 and comprises an undeveloped greenfield site which was 
previously used as sports pitches.  The site was identified as a General Employment 
Area within the Local Plan and planning permission was acquired for use as a Police 
Investigation Centre which did not proceed. 
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3.3 Access is via rights of way over adjoining land to both the front and rear of the site.  
There is an anomaly on the transfer document held by the Land Registry which has 
resulted in a previous purchaser aborting the acquisition of the site.  Recent legal 
advice confirms that ‘it is perfectly possible to construe the transfer deed in the way 
which would have been intended, and therefore to demonstrate that the site does 
indeed have the benefit of the two rights of way in question.’  It is entirely down to any 
potential purchaser whether this is an issue or not. 

3.4 The site has previously been marketed without success and subsequently the previous 
Commissioner confirmed that the site value should be kept under review until such 
time the disposal of the freehold of the site could realise a similar figure to the 
purchase price. 

3.5 In February 2021, the joint Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner and the 
Constabulary’s Resources Group were asked to note that regular reviews of the market 
had been undertaken and that it was considered strong enough to support a freehold 
disposal achieving circa £850,000 subject to planning. 

4.  Current Position 

4.1 The site has been actively marketed with Eddisons Property Agents since April 2021. 

4.2 Five offers have been submitted, three of which are conditional and two unconditional.   

5. Summary  

5.1 All five offers have been considered taking into account the level of offer, conditions 
and the anomaly on the transfer document relating to the rights of way. The property 
agent’s recommendation is to proceed with the highest unconditional offer. 

6. Recommendation 

6.1 The Board is recommended to approve proceeding with the sale of the freehold 
interest in the land at Bretton to the party who has submitted the highest 
unconditional offer. 

6.2 The Commissioner is asked to signed Decision Notice CPCC 2021-012 in respect of the 
sale. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Source Document Cambridgeshire Constabulary Estate Management – Project Files 

Contact Officers Colin Luscombe, Director of Estates, Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
Jon Lee, Director of Finance & Resources, Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary 
Donna Phillips, Project Manager, Cambridgeshire Constabulary 

 


