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Official  Agenda Item: 10.0 

 

To:  Business Coordination Board   

From:  Chief Constable  

Date:  13 July 2021  

HER MAJESTY’S INSPECTORATE OF CONSTABULARY AND FIRE & RESCUE SERVICES NATIONAL 
CHILD PROTECTION INSPECTION 

1. Purpose 

1.1  The purpose of this paper is to provide the Business Co-ordination Board (the “Board”) 
with an overview of the scope of the upcoming Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary 
and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) National Child Protection Inspection (NCPI). 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 The Board is recommended to note the contents of this report. 

3. Overview 

3.1 HMICFRS inspect the child protection work of every police force in England and Wales and 
has done so since 2014.  The findings of the inspections are intended to provide 
information for the police, the Police and Crime Commissioner (the “Commissioner”) and 
the public on how well children are protected and their needs are met, and to secure 
improvements for the future. 

3.2 The aims of the single agency National Child Protection Inspection programme are to: 

• assess how effectively police forces safeguard children at risk; 
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• make recommendations to police forces for improving child protection practice; 
• highlight effective practice in child protection work; and 
• drive improvements in forces’ child protection practice. 

3.3 The focus of the inspection is on the outcomes for, and experiences of, children who come 
into contact with the police when there are concerns about their safety or well-being. 

3.4 It comprises self-assessment and case audits carried out by each force, as well as case 
audits and interviews with police officers, police staff and representatives from partner 
agencies. 

3.5  Every police force in England and Wales is inspected under the NCPI and Cambridgeshire 
are within the last 12 forces to be inspected.  Previous significant findings where HMICFRS 
felt action was needed given the thematic issues being identified within this inspection 
have been published within their NCPI National thematic report with these 
recommendations being previously sent to this board and actioned and tracked via the 
Constabulary’s Action Management System. 

3.6 Cambridgeshire’s NCPI starts on Monday 5th July 2021 and will last for two weeks.  The 
inspection is totally remote and consists of the HMICFRS team carrying out case audits of 
our work and holding interviews and focus groups with staff. 

4. Recommendation 

4.1 The Board is recommended to note the contents of this report. 


